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red to tnc C r siiaa reader than by pr 
renting a few ©xcerpts from \-he foreword o/ hr • . c,i r YL balthar to the 
first edition of his classic Kir die und Amt ; issued in the year 3852* 
He writes; 


"The doctrines of the Church and the ministry have become a ques 
tier which 1 1 the present time divides the Lutherans into two campsc. 
Between the very one a who enjoy the reputation of being the most faith¬ 
ful defenders of the truth entrusted to cur- Church a considerable dif « 
ferenc© with respect to those doctrines has become evident * Not only 
has the impression been created* but it hr.s already openly been stated 
that the doctrine of our Evangelical Lutheran Church is still undove lo¬ 
oped and obscure with regard to those articles* aijd therefore is in 
need not only of a further development and completion*, but itself re«* 
cuired clarification and correction* and that in the present controverti/ 
of the Lutherans concerning the points mentioned there is clear evidence 
of the fact that the time has now com© in which also these points are 


to be clarified within our Church and to be brought into their correct 
relation to the entire structure of doctrine c 

"Be* as the members of the Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Missouri*) 
Ohio* and Other States find ourselves unable to share this last convic¬ 
tion* On the contrary we are firmly convinced; The present division of 
the Lutherans concerning the important doctrines of the Church and the 


ministry and whatever is immediately connected with them is due to the 
fact that thei*o has been a neglect of and a deviation from the doctrine 
as set forth in the public confessions and in the private writings of 
the orthodox teachers of our Church* 17© also have the firm conviction; 
neither has our Church neglected to discuss the doctrines of the Church 
end the ministry* so that they still look forward to a development* nor 
has she—and that with a much smaller degree cl plausibility--darkened 



•L.u:r-o oi doctrines. ro t ui \.cv.ld be j to oast ain-ht, upon 

*: arm i-o siraj(jiit-on u.-rru oui ric* t '’a else bold thio firm conv^ctic * 
vt ns2 just that greet art- decisive battle of the Refonnaticn which our 
Church waged against the papacy in the sixteenth century that concern:, 
the doctrines of the Church and. the ministry* as they have new once 
mere been called into question..- and the pure r clear doctrine on these 
points is a precious booty which our Church has gained from that battle , 
‘It could* of course; net have been our intention to offer a com- 
oiete discussion of the doctrine of our Church and the ministry,, , y> 
mere merely concerned about omphasiting those points regarding which 
a differ an os has become apparent* and therefore to include only so many 
items not in controversy as Tiers necessary for the sake of the cennect3or 
’To therefore hope that re shall not be accused of onesidednoss in con¬ 
ception and presentation on account of this intended incom:lateness s In 
order to avert misunderstandings Tie exprossly remark that this treatise 
is not concerned primarily with the actual application of any church 
polity? but rather with Vi:-- essence of the Church and Tilth the principles 
according to which the outward appearances are to be judged end upon 
which the church polity ghoul rest * 

n The form cf tieses was chosen in this monograph in order to pre~ 
sent to our readers the main points upon which our discussion depends*, 


in short and definite words © Althougli the proof from the ford of God* 
as immediately connected with the propositions* contains only auggj stions 
which are further expanded in the added testimonies P we were yet of the 
opinion that these fen sugg- stions could not well be omittedcoc. 

n LIay this treatise do its share in causing the treasures of wis¬ 
dom and under standing*, which ore now lying burled In the dust-coverod 
tomes of our pious and learned fathers* to be brought back to light 
and used© This would be a gain of unspeakable wort)) for our- Church© 
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f rb£ Churc h,_ in the first* real; proper. or primary sense of the 

term* is the sum total cf all those who* by fait*.*- the Triune GocU 

flTJR £1*1 }'■> i' 5 r>l I -rT-, ^ I73T .. ... • s. ~ ..." ^_ _ , !■ i _. “ _ n j _ _ 


of Sa intg o 

Ac Proof from Scripturec 

Bphdc-22 c 23«. And (God) hath put ell things under Hie (Christ 1 s) 
feet* siid ^vs Him to be the Head over all things to the Church, which 
js His body- the fulness of Him Chat filleth a11 in alio """ 

Ghr I31 « according to this passage^ j s the Head of the skhlesf a 
or Church- and if the latter la His body* then the Church in tne”*"true' 
sense of the word, is the sum total of all those whe are united with 
Christy as the members of the body are connected and united with their 
head 0 

Epho5*23^27* The husband is the head of the wife, even as Christ 
Jr the Heed of the Church; snd Hs is the Savior of the body© TheroTcre 
as tne onurch~Ts r "sixb.ieor rut o_ uhr 1st; sc let the wives be to their own 
liusc ana&‘ J gfs'verycfiingT fiwSBo ncTsT love your wives, even as Christ also 
loved the CEurch* ana‘gave Himself for it* that He wight sanctify and 
cleanse it with the washing of water by the Word., that He might-" present 
It to Himself a gloriour. Chur ch* not having sp ot, or wrinkle/ or any 
such tiling; but tITat if slioiiicl"bo"I ToTy and~wlThi cnt^bllomaan 0 

Here the fact of the vicarious" redemption, a& a‘ro3Uft of which, sane 
tif ice tion and glory is given to the Chur oh., is made the be sis of the 
relation between Christ and His Churchc The Church consists of those 
who have received the redemption, the vicarious atonement of Christ & 

Romo 12^5o he, being roany f arc onp body in Ch rist,, and every one 
member-c one of another# 

Here it is again stated that the believers are one body in Christ* 
united with llim. as their Head, by faitho 


1 Com 12,27 o Row ye are the body of C hrist, and members in parti¬ 
cular a 

Colol f l£c And 1-Ie (Christ) is the Head of the bo dy, t he Churchc 

See also Eph 0 4 f 15*16 and Col*2 r , 19 for statements concerning Christ 
ftE the Head* and the Church 8 0 the body* and Gal»3 f 28 for the unity of 
tho believers in Christ* 

1 Cor«3 f l6ol7 0 Know ye not that ye are the temple of God f and that 
the Spirit of God dwell©th in you? If any m&n"‘dei'Tle“ the tempi le of 
Ood, him shall God destroy; for the temple of God is holy* which temple 

yo are 0 

The temple of God is considered as one large building* the believers 
being the sura total of those comprising the templo, holy through the 
imputation of Christ { s merits * 

Eph 0 2,19-22 o How therefore ye are no more strangers and foreigners* 
but fellow-citizens with the saints*, and of the household of God ; and 
•re built upon the foundation of the apostles and' prophets , Jesus Christ 










lllrngpIf being the chief corner £t one ; in whom all the building fitly 
i ramed together g?ov,£tH unto ' an " ably te nple I n the Lord; in when ye 
uro al;-o bulded tcgether for un nabo:' tnfcu gh th e Spi rit < 

Here the picture is the'., cl’ s' spiritual Temple? whose unity "Is 
proseinred by the one Cornerstone,. Jesus Christ* in end through whom 
the entire building is holy* This habitation of God comprises all those 
who have received the rac-cncilr.tion to God by fsith through the nork 
cf the Spirit* 

John 11*51c52© Jesus should die for that nation; and not for that 
nc -ticai only ; , but that also He should gather together in ona the children 
of Gcd that were scattered abroad© 

Tt is here plainly stated that the children of God from all nations 
are to be gathered together in one body* ss a result of the death of. 
Christ;-: cf His vicarious work© 

John 17*11*20*21© Ke ep thr ough Th ins own name thos e whom Thou ha s t 
given Iter that they may b e o ne,, as we are* © ©Neither pray I for these 
alone* but for them "also wfinch shaT± beXfev© on Lie tiircugh their word; 
that the y all may be one f as Thou* Father* art in Lie, and I in Thee* 
ThST~Toey_aX so r.idyHbs one in U s e 

7 TlT"~believons everyr/her-Q are in the most intimate fellowship with 
one another*- because of their* fellowship with God and with their Ss« 
vior Jesus Christ© They are the communion of saints© 

1 Pet©2,9©10© Ye are a chosen generation* a royal priesthood* an 
holy nation^ a peculiar peopl e«.«©which in time past were not a people, 
XuL^tFe^iiow'^the people "tf '"God * 

The be Hovers * In the xr “totality* are God 1 s people* His holy na~ 
tiorn chosen by Him in Christ, forming one greet coruunicn under Iiis 
direct 5. on© 

Me11© 16* 13o Thou art Peter* and upon this rock will 1 build Lly 
Church* and the gates of hell shall not, prevail against it© 

-The Church* in the true sense of the term* with all its members* 

is built upon the rock of Christ and Eis saving V/ord, but only he is 
built on this foundation who has received the Savior by faith© 

IIebr©12 fi 23o Ye are come©© ©to the general assembly and Church of 
the firstborn which are written in heaven © 

All those who have boon re gene ra ieef*' born anew by the power of the 
Hard* have thereby been added, to this solemn assembly the names of 
whose members are registered in heaven© 

Rom© Sf. 28© Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith 
without the deeds of the Law© 

Here the principle and condition of membership in the Church is 
plainly expressed, namely justification by faith* for only by faith can 
• person enter into fellowship with Christ and be added to the Church 
of Christ© 

Acts 4*12© neither is there salvation in any other; for there is 
none othe r name under heaven given among men* whereby wo must be - saved© 

Christ is the - stone which wa a s oT~at naught by the Builders* who 
bocame the head of the corner* the Cornerstone in the Church of the Lord© 
It is faith in His name which brings a person into membership in th&t 
Church© 


Eph.3,17© Tnat Chris t may dwell in your hearts by faith 






foundation can no man la 


v j l-l cn i s Je sus Cnrist 
This" Text dTspoa 
ent way of salvation., 
add tc its membership 


of the claims of all those who teach a differ 
Their methods do not build the Church? do not 
but lead people astray c 


John 15f5o6e I am the Vine* ye are the branches: he that abideth 
JlLlS/ and I in him" the same brin ge th f orth much fru ity Tor without “ 
Te~ye can do nothing o If a * uan a bide not~Tn”TIe7* he fa cast forth as 
& branch; and is withered 

The abiding in Christ by faith is the condition of membership in 
the true Church* and thus a condition of salvation® The C-hurch in the 
true sense of the terra is His body, and one not a member- of Christ can 
not be savedo He is the Vine* the believers are the branches; if the 
connection of faith is severed/? then membership not only with Christ 
is lost/ but also membership with His body* the Christian Church; ic»e<, 
the Vine with its brancheso 


believe in the holy Christian Church* the 


c onmuni on of s a m o s * 

The phra a e n c oromuni on 
of the Third Article? but i 
Christian Church o'* The Chu 
ship or communion of such a 
tiffed through the redempti 
and through the gift of fai 


saints is evidently not another section 
the explanation of the words "the holy 
h is made up of saints* it Is the fellow^ 
have been regenerated? cleansed* and sane 
cf Christ applied by the Holy Spirit in 


The Large Catechisms Thus the word Kirche ( church) means really 
nothing else than a common assembly* and is not Gorman by idiom? but 
Greek* c * Therefore in genuine German* in our mother ^tongue? it ought 
to be called s Christian congregation or assembly ( eine christ-I1 che 
Como inde Oder Sarmulurig )? or? best of all and most clearXy p holy 
THFT c tend dm - fe ine HeTxige Christenheit) * So also the word communio ? 
which is added,., ought not to be rendered communion ( GemeinscEalT )$ 
but congregation ( Gemeinde ) 0 And it is nothing else tHan^an^Ine r » 
protation or explanatiorf "by which some one meant to explain what the 
Christian Church is <■ <- .But to speak correct German? it ought to be 
eine Geme inde der Ileiligen (a congregation of saints)? that is? a 
congregation made "up" purely of saints? or? to speak yet more plainly? 
s ine helllge G eme inde* e holy congregation*ooBut this is the meaning and 
•ubstance of this addition: I believe that there is upon earth a little 
holy group and congregation cf pure saints? under one Head? even 
Christ* called together by the Holy Ghost in one faith? one mind? and 
one under standing®" (Concordia Trlglo*691 0 ) 


Augsburg Confes 3 ion : ArtoVIIs The Church is the congregation of 
• lints * • • Ar t • VIII s Although the Church properly is the congregation 
Of saints and true believers.*«. * (Trigl 0 ?47) 

Article VII states the fact of the existence of the Church and iii 
clcates where It may be found and by what outward signs its presence 
bo known* Article VIII defines the Church in Its true essence® 
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Smslc-ald Articleas For-.- thank God. (today) s c111.Id seven years old 
in-.ov .3 tost the OnuFc-iT:1 s- nu mely the h o ly belieier-s cn' l ambs who hear 
tho vc-ioe cf their Sheph erd ••> (Trigf * - 49• >* } 

Lar^e Catechis m;. Tho lioly Ghost effects our sanctification by the 
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rhat are His method or means to this end? Answers By the Christian 
Church r the forgiveness cf s ins- the resurrection cf the body,- and 
the life everlasting-. For* in the* first place. He has © peculiar 
congregation in the nor*Id T which is tho mother that begets and bears 
svary Christian through tho ’ford of God- which He reveals and preachei 
{and through which) He Illumines and enkindles hearts.- that they un* 
A^ratand., accept it? cling to it. and persevore. in it 0 For where He 
doo« not cause it to be proseheo and made alive in tho heart- so that 
it la understood; it is lost a© was tho case urdo:r the Papacy, where 
n ith was entirely put under tho bench; and no one recognized Christ 
M his Lord or the Holy Ghost as his Sanctifier that is. no one be- 
*tdvod that Christ is our Lord in the sense that lie has acquired this 
treasure for- us f without our works and merit; and made* uo acceptable 
to ttii Father^ 'Chat; then was lacking? This,, that the Iloly Ghost vn 





r;. \ 


' : : t Gi-c c:iUoC it tc V; nresobed; Vut men sum evil 
spirits T?ere there- who taught us to obtain gra cs ar.c be saved by oar 
v.or ace. Therefore it is not a Christian church either: for where* Christ 
; : f n ^* pros chad* there is no Holy Ghost who creates- calls, and gathers 
fra Christian Church,, without which no one can cone to Christ the Lord,,, , 
But outside of this Christian Church where the Gospel is not* there is 
re forgiveness,,, as also there can be nc holiness (sanctification)«. „ 

For ^ all outside of Christianity# whether heathen.- Turks# Jews, or false 
Christians and hypocrites*-, a Ithough they believe in. and worship, only- 
one true God* yet know not who. t His mind towards them is# and cannot ex¬ 
pect any love or blessing from Him; therefore they abide in eternal wrath 
and damnation;. For they have not the Lord Christ, and. beaides# are 
not illumined and favored by any gifts of the Holy Ghent c (Trigl*, 687, 
SS9c6S7 o) 



not wish to deal with us otherwise than throu^i the spoken Word and the 
Sacramentso It is the devil himself whatsoever is extolled as Spirit 
without the Word end Sacraments* (Trigl®, 495*497 <>) 


Cc Testimony of Prominent To a c. hors of the Church® 

Clement of Rome: Thus#, brethren., if we do the will of our Father# 

God# we "shall “belong to the first Church- the spiritual oncoodJow I 
suppose that you are not ignorant that the living Church is the body 
of* Christo (II Clement# Oho 14e The Apostolic Fathers# 31ake Ed®# 1,151c) 

Ignatius of A ntio ch: Christooewas truly nailed tc a tree in the 
flech“T3r~our saEes uncler Pontius Pilate and Herod the Tetrareh, c „othet 
He nin-ht set up an ensign for- ell ages through Hie resurrection# for 
His saints and believers# whether among the Jews or among the heathen#. 

Ik "ono^oo"oT"^iT^S Kurc hc (To the Smyrnaeans# Ch *1« The Apostolic 
Fathers# Lake - Ida c # XT2*537T 

Cyprian of Carthage: Peter# answering in the name of the Church#. 
sayE:"'*”LbFcT7~flTL?flcm shall we go? Thou hast the words of eternal life; 
and we have believed and known that Thou art the Son of the living God® 
For he wishes to signify and indicate that those who have separated them- 
solves from Christ are lost by their own fault# but that the Church# 
which believes in Christ and which holds fast that which it has once 
understood# will never forsake Him, and that those are the Church who 
roiaoin in the House of God® On the ether hand we see that those are 
not plants planted by the Father# God# and that they do not stand firm 
at fruit# but like chaff sifted by the wind of the enemy# of whom also 
John 88ys in his letter: They went out from us# but they were not of us; 
for if they were of us# they would have remained with us® (Epp*I, 1*3© 
Silther# Kirche und Amt# 8# note 0 ) 


fcT/alther notes: That Luther here places also the false Christians 
•ad the hypocrites outside of the Christian Church indicates that he is 
•peaking of the invisible Church# for in the visible Church# in the cor¬ 
porate body of a Christian congrogat ion, they may be holding member¬ 
ship* at least temporarily® 
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X >vD&ea* aiioT un&iiokable nature Scripture calls her s mountain: on ac 
count of her moral purity e virgin: on account oi her* relationship 
oith God a daughter? on account of the many children which she. the 
barren ; brought forth- one that has born seven; a thousand names* that 
sho set forth her noble descent* (i-lom„2 de capro Eutropie, V/althor* 
Ilirohe und Amt. 9,note „) 
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i cap* 20 -Jobic 

In Ps c87 * 
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in 

this place* but 
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Hal the r< L« c c , 9 f note c } 


rhlch exists at this time, but from Abel down to those who will be born 
until the end end will believe in Christ* th e entire people o f saints 
that belong to one community.* which community as the' bocty o^Ghrist* 1 
whose Head is Christo (In Psc 92 u Hal ther, L Q c *« 3.0,note«} 

Luthers He desire simply to remain with the faith of the children* 
which^st'aves s I believe * * * the holy Christian Church* the communion of 
saint Sc There faith indicates clearly what the Church is* namely a 
co.xnunion cf saints, that is*, an assembly or gathering of such people 
as' are"Christ'lans and holy; that is called a Christian. holy assembly 
or gathering of such people as are Christians and holy? that is called 
c Christian- holy assembly or Churchn o 0 The Christians are a special 
cm lied people, and ere not simply called Ee-clesia, Church or people, 
but Srneta r Catholics - Christiana f that is* a holy Christi a n people - 
which believes In Christ* for which it is caTIeH^'a enr-1s11an'pe’opTe'r 
ona^na's'THe'^IiolyHlhbsFwho daily sanctifies them, not only through 
tho forgiveness of sins which Christ has earned for them (as the Anti- 
nonians foolishly claim), but also by putting off, purging out* and 
putting to death sins* cn vfhiob account they are called a holy people., 

/. "holy* Christian Church. ” then., is in effect a people consisting of 
Christians and saints.., or. as we are accustomed to say, holy Christendom 
or, the entire Christian Churchc And if, in the instruction of chil¬ 
dren such words had been used.: I believe that there Is a Christian, holy 
people, then all the trouble could, easily have been avoided that has 
now entered -under the term "Church" (Kirchc ), ambiguous and unclear 
*a It isc For the expression: a Christian, holy people would clearly 
and mightily have brought both understanding and judgment, what the 
Church is and what note For any one hearing this word: Christian, ho~ 
ly people c could quickly have reasoned: The Pope is no people, much less 
• holy Christian peopleo Thus also the bishops, priests, and monks, 
they are not a holy Christian people, for they do not believe in Christ-,, 
they do not live in a saintly manner, but are the wicked, disgraceful 
People of the devil« For whosoever does not rightly believe in Christ, 
ho is not a Christian,, IVhososver does not have the Holy Ghost against 
tho sin, is net holy* Therefore they cannot be a Christian, holy people 
Stncta et Catholica Ecclesio„*«Eeclesia Is intended to designate the 

Christian people , not only at the time of tho apostles, but till 
vno and of the world 0 So that here on earth always, in the course of 
there be a holy, Christian pooplo, in whom Christ lives, work3, 
ru ^ 0 ®* P9F redemptionem * through grace and tho forgiveness of sins, 
***? Ilol y uhost through vivification erd sanctification, through 
Irs purging from sins and renewal of life, that we do not remain 

^ut may lead a new lifoo (Von den Konzilils und Kirchen c 
St.taui* Ed.,ll,l52o ) 



* Guwsii tK c;• tL.. On. i:~ti£n Churl’.* there it no truth no 
CAivi.E'ot no salvation®(Sormon for Second Christmas Day© st© Louis sd*« 
jX; 152 t ) 


Emsers* St® Louis Ed* f 18*1348 f t } 

Jolisnn Gerhard : Ue give tills definition of the Church that she is 
the communion of saints* in order that no one may believe that the Church 
is merely a certain outward political organization of good and evil 
p:.ople< since she; to speak accurately and in the proper senso of the 
v.erdr is a holy assembly of th ose who* by the'bond of t he Iloly Ghost r . 
me unit eh In t rue f & 1 till anc. In - true"Xovc\, { lqc Jtne ol 0 , De e ccie s fa^ 

ToTl '.mTIier;> 1 >©' c ©7o ©) 

Luthers It is true: There is no preacher outside of the Christian 
Onurclil that is impossible® It is decided that God will not make Chris¬ 
tians unless they have been baptized and called through the hospeTo 

7Ig~ wants all those who a re’"cal fed chr I siTan s 1 ~i 6 .bo separated Troni the 

world through the Gospel and Eaptism© Therefore there is no true preach- 
cr or prophet outside of the Church* That the Scripture says* and no 
one c-an deny it© ©©Outside of this Christian Church there is no salvation 
ijor Ho3.y Spirit* for the Symbolum says: I believe in the Holy Ghost* the 
holy Christian Chur oh© © ©Thus it is else true: whosoever is not in the 
Christian Churchy and whose doctrine Is not included by her* is truly 
o false preacher © o ©That is called the one Christian Chur-ch, which be - 
lievos in Christ and desires salvation through "i-llm* not through our 
works I5TniicrTtGl ahd^whaT the Holy Lhost says to us* He says to all 
Christienc ; no matter where they are© That Is the Bethlehem and the 
tribe of Judah from which Christ comes 0 So it is true* also* that out- 
oidc of the Church there is no prophet* no Christian© no teacher or 
preacher; for* it is one body and ono soul which hang together as do 
tin members of the body, for they are members of the body D A fist that 
ie chopped off Is dead, does not live* is not connocted with the body; 
thus also a heretic* through his false doctrine and unbelief* Is sepa¬ 
rated from the Christian Church and is dead; for those who are outside 
of the Christian Church are dead® (Exposition of Joiirhs Gospel* Chap©7© 
St* Louis Ed©,8*97 ffo) 

Johann Gerhard: Bollarmin objects: V/e are all obliged, on pain of 
ttcmal death* to join the true Church and to remain in it; but this 
oennot be done if the Church is invisible 0 I answer: l c This must of 
hioeesity be understood of the universal Church, outside of which there 
It no salvation o But one is joined to the universal Church Ilf one^ By " 
True raithV^Ts"joined to Christ* its Head; this faith is active in 
iovt # thereby we are united with the other members of the mystical body® 
2* Although neither Christ* the Head of the universal Church* nor His 
true and genuine members are obvious before our eyes* yet is it suf¬ 
ficient for our salvation that we are joined to them by the internal 
fcond of the Spirit© 5 0 It is indeed necessary that wo also bo joined’ 
*ith the visible Church In Its outward organization* in which the hoav- 
jnly doctrine Is proclaimed in its purit and the Sacraments are admin- 
nr •£*** legitimately* but this connection with tho outer organization 
ox the Church is not simply and absolutely necessary© 4© A time may come 
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v _ ui;.'vagu x-ne puxv.tA; 02 t .urine and tL . .igntfv.i us.- of the bsera- 
M'X".w? r cannot bo founds bub ihr external rir.tr'; of the Oliur eh it cor- 
: up l and deprfcvc-d* • . 5 . And then :• difference-, iu to bo made of a two- 
. old entry into trie Church; the first is the local and maniacst entry 
: r- c c particular church by an cutward confession cf faiths the other 
:the spiritual and hidden entry into the universal Church by the in* 
tcvnal assent of the heartc Even if the fcornier does not tabs place in 
time 01 persecution and waves of false teachings* yot the latter dlvayr 
takes place c (Loc*dc ecclesia.#84c Halther*LcC.i 168-170 o ) 

ihe Churchy in the first, prop er* and real sense of the term* is 
i i iv 5 sib.V ; since faith,, the distinguishing characteristic of the me mbs r 
cT the "Ohurch T" Is r 'deTm:-.tely and infallibly known to God alone and 
since the appearance and tno activities o f "Tsi tIT~ csn be s imu l ated and 
ihitatode Hence no hypocrite^ no undeliever or unregeneratod peri 
u 0 here t i <T~ belbngs to" "tiTe"CivarcPT' i n The"" 'true " se nse o~f the word (tl 

i**i 1 !?. sano txa) & 


3 o n,. 
uhe 


h. i 


Proof from Scripture* 


Luke 17 t 20c21 c The kingdom of God comath not with observations 
neither shall they coy.. Leg here l or, lef ‘there • ToF~? bo ho ia7~~t,ne klng*° 
don of God is within you* 

"hither refers "to the g loss a o r din aria explaining this passage: 
it cannot he observed, be cause" ily "kingdom is not temporal* but spiritual, 
mlch now begins through f e ith.-* # 

^Though the classical use of £ >-' r o 5 is generally 11 in the midst of, 
•inclosed by. n the* connotation of “hidden, sheltered within” is not 
lacking even there* and the contrast presented in the text at this 
point- clearly compels the understanding “not subject to observa® 
tlon, hidden away within.” 

1 petoS. 5c Ye also, sc lively stones* ere built up a spiritual 
rouse an holy priesthood* to offer up spiritual sacrifices"? acceptable 
to hod by Jesus Christo 

The text clearly shove that, the true Crunch is a spiritual, hence 
1 visible s trueture<> 


not a 


2 Tim.2,19 


Nevertheless the foundation cf God standeth sure, 
having this seal* The Lord knoveth them that are His. And, Let every 
o;*c that nameth the name oh'XdirTit’ depart from iniquity. 

Only the Lord knows Ilie ora; but only those who know tlie Lord by 
faith are members of the true Church; therefore no man can see the 
Church in the real sense of the term. 

Colo5 ? Oo Your life is hid with Christ in God„ 

Although there is an duivard manTfostation of faith on the part of 

believers, yet their true life is that of the fellowship with God, hid«> 

den away from the sight of men c Compare also Ps«45,13, where it is said 
Of the bride of Christ, of the Church* that she is “all glorious with® 

where the addition of “the palace 11 certainly is a gloss, and* we 
r well think of the inner glory which is the essential feature of the 
believers. 

Rom. 8,9 C Ye are not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if so be that 
Spirit God dwellsth in you 0 How if any man have net the Spirit 

OX Christ, he is none of His o —--^- 

Here is the opposite side of the picture, for it is plainly stated 

it <** not having the Spirit of Christ; not possessing true f8lt,h is 



not a possession of Christ*, is not a member of the true Church* which 
is the spiritual body of Christ c 

1 John 2 f 19«, They went out from us* but they were not of us ; for 
if they had been of us* they would no doubt have continued with us; but 
they went out,* that they might bo made manifest that they were not all 

Of USo 

Thus the hypocrites or false believers* who finally left the out« 
ward communion of the visible congregation* are here declared not to 
have been members of the Church in the true sense; they were not actu¬ 
ally in fellowship with those who were one with Christ® 


John 15.. 6® If a man abide not in lie* he is cast forth as a branch* 
end is withered c 

As the entire, context shows, a person who is no longer a believer 
is not in connection with Christ* but is severed from Him spiritually*, 
even if he is still a member of some visible Christian congregation 0 
Hypocrites and false Christians are net members of the church in the 
true sense of the term* no matter how well they simulate and imitate 
the appearance and activities cf true faith® 

Epho5c27 c That He (Christ) might present it (the Church) to Him- 
coif a glorious Church* not having spot* or wrinkle*, or any such thing; 
but that it should be holy and without blemish® 

These words* as well as the entire context, show that no one who 
la not a true believer*, no hypocrite* no unregenerated person can be 
considered a member cf the Church in the real and primary sense of the 
word® 

I\ statements from the Confessions of the Church® 

The Apostolic Creed : I be 1.1 eve * * ? the holy Christian Church* the 
con union of sa int s * 

If the Church* according to those words* is an object of faith* 

It cannot be a visible entity* for faith is concerned with invisible 
things* not with such as are visible. As St® Augustine says: This is 
faith, to believe vhe.t thou dost not see® 

Apology of the Augsburg Confession: If we will define the Church 
only as an outward polity of the 'good ana wicked., men will not under¬ 
stand that the kingdom of Christ is righteousness of heart and the 
gift of the Holy C-host.. *as nevertheless it is: that therein Christ in- 
wrdly rules* strengthens* and comforts hearts, and imparts the Holy 
Ghost"and various spiritual gifts* but they will judge that it is only 
the outward observance of certain forms of worship and rites® Like- 
Rise, what difference will there be between the people of the Law and 
too church if the Church is an outward polity? But Paul distinguishes 
the OinL X/. * Ojii L> L 1‘vi ' n ' epic of the Law thus* that the Church is a spir¬ 
itual people* i f cm. that it has been distinguished from the heathen not 
fcy civil rites, but that it is the true noople of God- regenerated by 
tho Holy Ghostc c.•Therefore.- the Ohu: oh. which in truly the kingdom of 
Christ* is properly tho congregation or :u lutSo For the wicked arc 
ruled by ths devil, sno ore captives e:. tho devil: they are not ruled 
*7 the^Spirit of Christ*--But what no-jd Is there cf uordc in a manifest 
**tter? If the Church, which is truly tho kingdom of Christ*, ia distin¬ 
guished from th r - hinge o- of the dovJ3 5 •• d o? lor: necessarily that the ' 

^iokod^ since tnoy arc :h the kingdom t ; ■ h - cs: *, il. arc- :r t 
Xi.aougn in this Uio* bmcevn.e the kingdom of uhrint ha r- not yev boon 
rielDQ-. they ar-o mingled' vk U.- hiv and hold affic a ml •, 




*i n 


- he: offing&om of 
. / h for* the r*o£i tl . he X been made* For 

bh v- is always the k3 i qui cskenf by His Spirit. whether it 

bo revealed or be cover©6. by tho err:.e; juot as lie who has nor; been glo¬ 
rified :1s the same Christ who vac before afflicted. And with this clear** 
ly agree the parables of Christ- nr-t rays, Llatt-15,38. that the good, 
seed are the children of the kingdom. but the ter-er are the children of 
the nicked One* The field. He slFys, :1c the wcrid. not the Church* Thur 
John (Matt*3,12: lie rill thoroughly purge His floor, and gather His 
wheat into the garner; but Ho nil! burn up the chsff) speaks concern** 
ing the whole race of the Jews, and says that it will come to pass that 
tiis true Church will be separated from that people * Therefore, this 
passage is more against the adfees 
ib shows that the true and spir-il 

crrnal people* Christ also speaks of the cxvbnsru appearance of the 
Church when He eayo, uatt*15,47: T 
mtt likewise? to ten virgins; end 
covered by & multitude of evils* i 
not offend the pious; likewise, in 
end Sacraments are efficacious even when administered by the nicked* 

And meanwhile He teaches that these god loss men, although they have the 
fellowship of outward signs, are nevertheless not the true kingdom, of 
Christ and members- of Christ; for they are members of the kingdom of the 
devil* ( Trig! *»251 *255* Cp*p.229, 7 f# 9.10; £57,# 22») 

Apo logy of the Augsburg Confession: The Church is defined by the 
r-r-ticle in the Creed wiflcn teaches uc~To believe that there is a holy 
.icthoiic Church. The wicked incited are not a holy church. And that 
which follows, namely the communion of saints, seems to be added in order 
to explain what the Church signifies, namely, the congregation of saints, 
mo have with one another the fellowship of the ssme Gospel or doctrine 
end of the Iioly Ghost, who renews, sanctifies, and governs their hearts* 

( Ibid ., 229*) 
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the church. 


Au gustine : If I consider everything, I believe that I have good 
roasorTto say that some are in the Church in this manner that they 
themselves also comprise t he h ous e of God , which is said to have been 
founded upon a rock, which is call so. the one dove, the beautiful 
bride without spot or wrinkle, the closed garden, the sealed fountain, 
the spring of living water, paradise with its fruits; but othe rs, 
it ie plain, are in the house in tills manner that they do not "Belong 
to the structur e of the house itself, nor to the fellowship of fruit- 
Tui and peaceful righteousness, but may be said to be as t he chaff 
tr.ong the whea t * (Lib * 7 Ge bspt., c. 51 v Ha It her, L, c., 2S, noteTJ 

Augustine: The Church Itself is undefiled and chaste and pure, 

Jnd therefore the avaricious, the robbers, the usurers, not only 
t&oao outside, but also tho s e wi t hin, are n ot members »«•-It should not 
Lt believed that the ^Ecrefles ho l d merlbershi p iTi ^the~'bo dy o f OhrisT J 
i sythe" ch urcETbecause theyHaave become p*artakers of ilia Sacra- 
gwilo witn their ‘Todies^ etc. ; they are not in that fellowship of the 
Church of Christ which, on account of the internal connection and oon- 
c t grows to the full growth of God, for the Church is established 


ro °k> as the Lord says: 
ul * d ® kapt., c.2.— Lib-2 contra 



1 On this rock will I build I,Jy Church** 
lit. Potiliani, c«118 ♦ Halt her, L» c » 9 
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Phis section: I be Hebe the holy cl 
tide of faith as the others* Then 
, though she put on all spectacles* 
Ilf cover her with offenses and sec-te ; that you v: 
,or• Thus also Goo. can hide her beneath all kin 
toficiencies/ that you may well become & fool on 
dr ar o false conclusion concerning here It is n< 
not by sight* but by faith? faith concorns~TK5x, : 
• Scroll... 1« (Introduction tc the Book of Rev slats 
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Luke Iv. 20. 21 0 < Therofor-e I conclude that t h-. Chri stian church is 
not bou nd t o eny prate pe rson,. or- time: a neTTiHough Tne unlearned 
mass”* the pope vjihi‘hl'd cerellnah‘£“ , "*BTihopS: priestsa and. monks* does 
not nent- tc understand this nor lot it eta:*:, for the truthj yot lord 
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yhuren. nor- may one cay. be ho .to ho re she is. or more. For what 
o.jG~bolie\'C£; that one dees not see or feoi< (Answer to the Ilyper- 
jkristian Book of Bock 3mser. with a Reference si so to Liurnar* St. 

Loud s Id ?. IS. 154?~13iS* ) 

hart in Chemnit s; Tne true and holy Oliurcri^of the elect neve r- 
the le ss re ma i n ? "invl s i b le, e sp e clsTI y wkeir’snc : r dT IfeT efTbecT a a a"" 
yaiheTTny; "uoi oT"'one people, as that cf the Jens or of Israel nos 
in the Old Testament* but as the universal cengi eg ac-i on, which is 
gathered everywhere; in everj nation* language* BEd period of the 
for3a and has received the Gospel of Christ in firm faith, uses his 
Sacraments., and loyally serves beneath the cross to eternal life*. 

(Ralther* lux -. 20„ note < ) 

Johann Gerhard: Uoi on this account dc no say that the Church 
is invTaTl51e7 in-order tc prove that the Church wee preserved under 
the papacy* since we say that the true* holy and catholic- (universal) 
Church is always invisible* even at this time.- when u he light of the 
uospei* once more klnaledl shines most brightly in many kingdoms and 
provinces o (haItiiar < Lr. c- .- 5 21 , note c } 

Johann Gerhard: If ne say: I believe a holy catholic Church, 

the worcT^EeXu eve pis inly indicates that no arc speaking of the 

invisible Church* & fact that is further substantiated by the added 
at If 1 cuv e c-f holine sc. ( V/a Ithoiv- hr c <•-»21*, n ote .•) 

Johann Gerhard: be hold that the hypocrites- the impious* the 
hidden unbelievers* and in general all reprobates* as long as they 
are and remain such* are not true members of the true Church* al¬ 
though they externally confess the same faith with the saints and 
use the same Sacrament Sr. «* As Christ John 17*. 14 says of Ills dis¬ 
ci pies that- they are in the- world* but not of the world* so we say 
on the other side th 2 t"’trn impious arc in the Church, but not of 

the Churchc. (Loc r the oldo Be cl c . * irfi 51 • 6?. ’.7c 2 then - L, c» . 12,15, note b *) 






GalU 2r 20, Christ 15."oil in me; and the life which 1 rut live ir 
tho flesh I liv e by tho faith of the Scr. of Goo i:ho 1 eve cl tie* and 
reve llineell' for- .mo< 

TDph-5., 12. In thorn re have boldness and access uith confidence 
by tile tv 3 th of Him* 

1 John 5< 4.- ’7no is he that ove rcome th the nor i d. bat he that 
™ bclieveth thec jeeus 3 s the Son ef^GoiV ~ 

b ‘The second pyo'j.v i-t r-as sagos sn eaks of rt.f 1 r. and blessings held 
ceric olive fly. as 3 v norm In a cor -: • -: cr e < a p c a y rye thus to find 
their ex pression in ire life of the Christ :arc, 

1 Pet 5o 9«. Ye c lso r as lively stones., ere built up a spiritual 
house.- and holy priesthood * <. - Ye sro a chosen generation, a royal 
Priesthood, on holy no thorn a peculiar people; that ye should sir ot? 

Tor*'th“tHo”'prsTie'es’*of 173re' who hath called you out of dorlrnoas into 
his r.iarvell ous 13 gbt r 

Hero the honoring name of priests is given to the Christians, 
thereby they are assured of tho rignis end pcnore cf the ter Testa- 
heni pr-iecthoodu 

Rovo 1, Go And hath made us kin gs c nct priests unto God and Hie 
Fa ther* o 

Rev v 5,10 r And hast made i - ntc God k i • : d prie sts ; and v :. 
aha 11 reign on»the earth 

Hors again both authority and pen or i re g * von to the bo 13 over ig 
a hd a f o; m of yovornment 3 s sec b ed to Inca 
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1 John 2. 20,2? But ye have an iniCt 1 cr _:a;on^t- ho Holy One. 
r.no ye know ell things.. ♦ *But the anointing which yc nave received 
of llim abidoth in you* and ye need, not that any man teach you; 
but a s the same anointing teaclieth you of all things* and is truth, 
and is no lie* and even as it hath taught you* ye shall abide in 
Him c 

Christians* by virtue of their faith*: are the anointed of the 
Lord.- in possession of the truth of Scriptures* 


2 Cor* 11.2, 
present you as a cha 


I have espo used y ou to one husband , that I may 
haste vTrpnn to Christ« 


John 5.39 ft He that ha th th e bri de is the Bridegrooms but the 
friend of the Bridegroom,. uHIcn^standeth and heareth Him* rejoiceth 
greatly because of the Bridegroom 1 s voice* 


Bphc5.32c This is a great mystery; but I speak concerning 
Ch rist ana the Chur oh c 

In these four passages the Church is spoken of as the bride of 
Christ*, in possession of a3.1 the marvelous gifts and blessings which 
He has given to her by His vicarious atonement* in charge of these 
blessings with respect to others«> 

1 Cor * 12* 27 c How ye are the body of Christ * and members in par¬ 
ticular* 

The believers* as the body of Christ in^ the aggregate* and as 
members dependent upon this Head and united in the fellowship of mem¬ 
bers toward one another* have strength and authority from Him and 
are to exhibit the life from and in Him* 


Matte23*8-11c But ye are not called Rabbi; for one is your 
Master* even Christ* and all ye are brethren# And call no man father 
upon the earth; for one Xs your Father*. wTuch is in heaven 0 neith¬ 
er be ye called masters; fe- one is your Master* even Christo But 
he that is greatest among you shall be your servant * 

According to this passage all Christians are brethren of the same 
rank* who therefore should use together the rights and powers given 
by Christ* far’ 


c *j The_ third group of passag e s emph asizes stljJLJUQre -Strongly the 
power of t he Christians in t he corpo rate gathering known as the 
Chri stian congregation * 

1 Coi%3 ? 21-23* A ll th ings are y ours * whether Paul* or Apollos, 
or Cephas,* or the world* or Tife* or death, or things present* or 
things to come; all are yours; and ye a re Christ *s ; and Christ is 
God*a© 

Here the Scripture plainly states that all Christians are in 
possession of all the great blessings in Christ* and are therefore 
to use this power in keeping with His conditions of donation* 

Eph£,4 fr 7«llftl2e> But unto every one of us is given grace accord¬ 
ing to the measure of the gift of"''OKrTstT*TAnd He gave some* apostles; 
and some* prophets; and some* evangelists: and some, pastors and 
teachers; for the perfecting of the saints* for the work of the min¬ 
istry, for the ecTlTylrlg oFoiie body of Christ* 
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Statements front the Confess:ions of the Church, 


Snialc-ald Arti cles : And Christ speaks in those nerds: TAiatsoever 
LsTJTbf'na7~Tve“rr' r 'and indicates to whom Ho ha s g ven the keys- 
.y ? to the Church: inhere tnc or three are gathered fogevher in I.Iy 
Likewise Christ gives supreme and final .luri cdicri. oi;. \o the 


ye sheT 
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Sinaloa Id Articles: The key a are ar. office and power given by 
Christ to “the DnurchTcr binding and loosing rJric (Art . 711* Of the 
Keysc Trig! e: 495*) 

Srr^loaId Articles: They cite against us certain passages* namely r 
iiatt d“l6.~ liTYTs TEou art Fetei f . and upon this reck I rail! build my 
Church: also: I rill give unto thee the keys? also John 21, 15: Feed 
ky sheep* and some- others,** In all there passages Peter is the repre¬ 
sentative of the entire assembly of apostles; as appears from the text 
itself t For Christ asks not Peter alone; but soya: Whom do ye say that 
I am? And what is here said (to Peter alone) in the singular- numbers 
I rill give unto thee $ and whatsoever thou shalt bind; etc.** is else~ 
rhere expressed (to their entire number); in the plural- Ilatt * 18 s 18? 
Whatsoever ye shall bind.- etc-,. And in John 20* 23: Whosesoever sins 

ye remit,- etc 0 Those words testify that the keys aro given alike to 
ail the apostles* and that all the apostles are alike sent- forth* In 
addition to this., it is necessary to acknowledge that the keys belong 
uot to the person of om particular man r but to the Church* as many 
‘7x° Et - c ^-ar and firm arguments testify & For Oh/1st * speaking concerning 
the keys„ l.fetto 18. 19,- adds: If two or throe of you shall agree on 
Garth* etc„ Therefore He grants the keys principally and immediately 
^he Church; lust as also for- this reason the Chur-eh has principally 
4 .‘° ri ght of celling..«*. * For where vor the Church is- there is the au- 

(command) to rdminirn-o?: the (k-spcbU Therefore -it- if- necessary 
In? ^- iUrc 'h to rets in the authority to c,al.3 ; . elect, and ordain min~ 
Ch^r^' Sc ^- n d thir authority is e gift which in reality is given to the' 
Cn : which no human power or.n at .from the Church ar p aul also 
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Testimony of Prominent Tc 


(Adv* haer-ese-s* 1- 5- (neither,- L, c f v 51- note *) 

Terrail lon o £ Gzrth age ? he are in error if we believe that thing*, 
net perniT£eu to the pr?.esVn are pe^r.iit.ted fr> the laityo Are not ws-. 

priest a t s Iso? It is nriiien: tt K-s lit u mad*:- ur to bF~ErfigF““end 
priset e~bexor©"HSocT and His Father« n The authority of the Church has 
inade the distinction hot roar, the clergy end the people, and with the 
organisation of the clergy it received higher honor„ uhere the members 
of the clergy are not organised, therefore-, thou wilt administer the 
Lcrd ' s Supper and baptize and be priest unto thyself* Wr^ne there are 
threep there is the Churchy for every one lives by his faith, and there, 
is no respect of persons with God, (Exhortc- rd castifc&tsm. c c . 5© Yv&iU 
ther r L, c« ? 52* note c) 


Augustine? then it- res said t-c him (Peter 5: do thee, will I give 
the keys or the kingdom of heaven- He designated the whole Church©<. c 
The Church- which is founded upon Chrisu* in Peter receive d fro m Him 
the keys of the kingdom of heaven-- for what the Church is In Hir proper 
nature* in Clurfst. ohat Peter ie figuratively on the rock: by which 
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ceSvecT t-he"1ceysa For that reason the excel.fence of Peter is set forth* 
because he 3 s the figure of the one aril universal Chur oho (Do diversis* 
# 108 o He Ithsr - hf*. c , 52, note *} 

Lutherf The keys are not the pope's (as he falsely states) r but 
they HeTong to the Church, that is- to the people of Christ- to the 
peopl^''^"'gbdn5r id'TKtr^holy Christian people,- as far as the whole 
world extends* or wherever there are Christians© For they cannot all 
be in Rome, unless the whole world previously be in Rome - which will 
not- happen’for a long timoo Just as Baptism, the Sacrament* the Word 
of God do not- belong to the pope* but tc the people of Christ* and 
therefore the keys are called Claves Ecelectee (keys of the Church),, 
not claves Papae (keys of the pope) * (Von don Kens Hi is und Kirchen P 
Sto Louis Ed o* 16, 2279 <.) 

Lu ther : Tbe word. ?: thee n (Matte 10* 19) is rightly understood 
of no~ln<JIvidua 1 person* of no bishop* but of the Church itself, which 
continues and lias the office of the ministry* which also enduresc 
(Kotos on IJattc- 16.- 3.9 of 1538, St* Louis Ed© 7, 289*) 

Luther ; It is true, the keys o ri'^cn to St* Peter, but not, to 
him sc r private- individual- but t.n representing the Christian Church,* 




83 fere / i* s t< : s ■ •• i c»c .. - consciences < 

gi Peter or any priori autc ) 5. ih ■ keyaj 

the Church is the mi sires". end britf*. nho:r- Jr-* :’r. ic serve with the 
r-ower of the keys* (Semen fo;. the: buy c- ; re*.cr art Frul. St. Louie 
Ed.? dir 2311 f ,) 


Luthers The Church alone possesses the keys- no one else,- although 
the hTFHop and pope may use then; as uhe men to whom the service has 
been transmitted by the ccn'gre gat i on * (fn earlier sermon fox the seme 
day, St, Louis Ed fcf 112304,} 

Luther: There is no doubt that no one retains or forgives sin 
but he aTohe who so certainly has the Holy 3-host that you and J know 
it r as the words of Christ here {John 20. 2.-2-25} convincingly statec. 

But that is no one but the congregation of all believers in Christ? 
she alone has these keys.- concerning that you may have no doubt*. And 
he who- in addition wo this., appropriates the keys to himself, is truly 
a cunning sacrilegious person; whether he be the pope or any body else.- 
With regard to this .church every one is sure that- she has the Holy 
Ghost- as Paul hsr abundantly proved, this on the basis of Christ f s 
doctrine and. all Scripture,; and an it is shortly presented in the Creed, 
where we say: I believe that there is a holy Christian Church? << There** 
fore our faith is so ordered that the statement of the forgiveness of 
Bins must follow the state-menu: A holy Christian Church; which, in 
turn- must follow the words: I believe in the Holy Ghost-<, In order 
that it might bo understood that there is no holy Church without- the 
Holy Ghost* and without the holy Church no forgiveness of sine,* There* 
for it is not true that the pope lias the keys, but only the Church- and 
not he,, but she alone retains and absolves, in which office he serves 
her* as do all priest,Sc Whence it follows that the pope in his office 
is s servant of servants* as he boasts and yet does not follow his 
boast,;- to that oven a child in the cradle has mere right to the keys 
than he- likewise all those that have the Holy Spirit*: (Of Auricular 
Confession*. StLouie Ed«. 19. 845 ffo) 

Luther: Of this Bridegroom (Christ) and Hi3 bride (The Church) 
we are bor.fi through Holy Baptism* «. c And we are not only His children? 
but also Hie brethren, as He says in Psalm 22, 22: !i I will declare 
Thy name unto i.iy brethren. H and Matt? 12. 50: ’ Whosoever shall do the 
will of Liy Father * o - the same is Hy brother * n 3> that we are ministers 
and priests? not only by the right of children, but also by that of 
brethren*—Thin cur priestly station* with which we ware born and which 
we have inherited no one shall take? hinder- and darken for us. but 
we want it drawn forth, exclaimed over and pr-aised with all honors?, 
that it should shed its brilliance and shine like the sun himself c * c.For 
which reason the Holy Ghost in the How Testament has also prevented the 
name Sacerdos? minister or priest? from being given even to an apostle 
or to those holding other offices- but it is the name of the baptized 
people or the Christians alone? as a name with which we are born and 
which we inherit through Baptism- for none of us,- in Baptism* is born 
an apostle? preacher-; teacher? pastor--, but we are so bor-n as priests ; 
afterwards certain onos are taken from the number of such born priests 
and are called or elected to such offices.*- who in the numo end stead 
of all should perform such officeo (Von der TElnkslmorae und Pfaffen® 
weiheo Sto Louis Ecu* 19? 1259 ff,) 
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arid the Saeyamenta In a dhu s cH or gaiiiggt ioj aaaaida te's the preaenoe 
of true be liev ers^ and therefore ci the Church :.b: -v-cv sense of” 
the terra, in s uch a body „ 

/. { Proof from Scripture c 

Mstto 15 f 47, 48- Tho kingdom of heaven is like unto a net<% 
that was cast into the eoa f and gathered of every ki nd: which-. when 
it was full- they drew to shore-- and cat down< ana gathered the good 
into vessels- but cast the had away c 

This is clearly stated of the outward appearance of the so- 
called visible Church in the world- as it presents itself to the ob« 
serration of men* 

Lis tic 25? 1*2* Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto 
ten virgins* which took their lamps, and went forth to meet The 
bridegrooiUc And five of them wore nir- 3 ; and five were fpolis h 

Matt.. 22.. 2, lie The kingdom of heaven is like u nto e certain 
king- which made a marriage for his scan c And when Tile Eng" came 'in 
to see the guestshe saw there a i?in which had not on a wedding gar¬ 
ment* 

It is evident, here that tho name v ki ngdom*' in t he s ense of 
“Church” is given to this visidle*body with 21 c good an3~ evTJ mem¬ 
bers ,: with its orthodox Chr-i stianb ana false “'believers- with iTe 
sincere Christians and its hypocrites' only in a derived or secon¬ 
dary sense of the term and that the entire organization bears tlis 
glorious name of Church only for the sake of those who are truly 
members of Christ r s bodyc^But that the name 15 congregation” or 
n 6 hurch” ( ekkiesia) is not abused when .It is applied to such a vis^ 
ible organization- is evident from Scriptures which- although teach® 
ing that only the true believers are in reality members of the 
Ohurc-h; since they alone are members of Christ - yet speak of an 
assembly of such as are gathered about the Word and Sacraments a 0 a 
congregation or church (ekklesia ) <- Thus we are tol&r Matte. 18-. 17 s 
11 Tell it to the church- u where the reference is obviously to a par~ 
ticular or lcc-al congregation* Thus a3.ee tho apostle Pau3 addresses 
those who met in the various Galatian cities and in Corinth, as 
churches and even n church of God< n and this in spite of the fact that 
the apostle was constrained to say of many of those who were members 
of the Galatian churches that they had lost Christ- and though he 
knew that names wore carried on the register of the congregation at 
Corinth which were not those of true Christians Tho figure of 
speech according to which an entile thing is given e name which 
rightly belongs to a part only is ee 1 led syrekdothe - 

Mark 4. £60 S7c And Ho said.- Sc is the kingdom of God- sc if 
£ man should cast seed into the ground and should eioep- end rise 
night and day- and the seed should spring and grow up,, he knoweth 
not how, • ’ 
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lb is evident ih:1 the Word of God 5 s not only the seed out- of 
rill on alone the members ci the Church are born, but it is also cer- 
tain that this Word alway s exerts its power sccording to the inten¬ 
tion of the heavenly"~SoT?e7 3 even if we* knew not lion and have no 
specific- outward feats to support our beliefo For even if merely 
the baptized children in a congregation are truly believers; the 
Church is pro sent r and the herd is bearing fruit* Wherever, there¬ 
fore; the seed iz sown. wherever the Y/ord and the Sacraments. as 
means of grace; are used, although one cannot see tho Church., yet 
ho has definite indications and signs that the Church;- an assembly 
of true believers and saints in Christ' Jesus,- ir- present at such a 
placec v;ith regard to the Sacraments we have other* passageso 

I-Iattc 28, 19 j 20 Go yc therefor?* and teach all nations; 
baptising; them in the name of tho Father- and of the sort and of 
tho Holy Ghost; teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you.. 


Hark 16. 16o He that bolievuth and is ba p tised shall be- saved c 

1 Gor-c 10; 17c- For re being; many ere one bread; and one body; 
lor re are a 13 partakers of that cno bread 0 

For by one Spirit ere re all baptized into one body, whether re 
be Jere or Gentiles*- whether re bo bond or free* 

Acts 2c 41 v 42o Then they that gladly received his v ord were 
baptized ; and tlie same day there were aaaeh to ”JHoi.i aoout three 
lEouiana souls * And they continued steadfastly in the coosties f 
doctrine and fellowship; and in breaking of breed, end Tn prayers* 

Again we*see; Where the bor’d""of }ocTTs preached; where Holy 
Baptism and the Lord's Supper are administered* there we nay eay 
that there are members of tho body of Christ; and concerning such 
a place we may end should confess: Here is the holy Christian Churcho 
The use of the means of grace indicates the presence of true believers; 
and therefore of the Church in the true sense of the word; in such a 
body * 

Eo Statements from the Confessions of the Church* 

Augsburg Confession: Although the Church properly is the con¬ 
gregation <51 saints aha"true believers.. neverthellfacT since in this 
life many hypocrites and evil persons are mingled therewith* •>« 

(Article S< Triglc, 47„) 

Kote: Since our confession declares that the Church in the 
proper- meaning of the term ip the congregation of saints., if follows 
that an organization which includes both good and evil persons can 
be called Church only in v derived or figurative sense * 

A pol ogy of the Augsburg confession: And the gloss upon the 
decrees say* oEa't’he'cliur-cfTTn~TiirTa clo sense embraces good and 
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Apology of the Augsburg Confession! V/e are speaking not of an 
imginar-y Chur ch; thicnis io be f aana~iiov:herc : but re say and knar 
cer\ainly tliat this Church, therein saints live, is and abides truly 
upon earth ; naively* that come of Cod * a children are here and there 
in all the world,. in various kingdoms * islands; lands, and cities, 
from the rising of the sun to its sotting, who have truly learned to 
know Chi-1st and H is G ospel, And t?e add the narks: the pure doctrine 
"cl the Gospel^ and tlx Sacraments c (L<>c< ; 233.) 

Tlie Formula of Concord rejects the error of the Anabaptists: 
That there is no true - OFkfstian congregation (church) in which 
sinners aro still found,, (XII. Of Other Factions and Sects- Triglo * 
639 r 1099 o) 

Cc Testimony of Prominent Teachers of the Churclu 

Augustine? It is the custom of Scripture to speak of a part as 
of the wiio.lo7~aa the apostle praises the Corinthians in the first 
parts of his letter, just as though they were all praiseworthy, al~ 
though this was true only of some, and afterwards ho reproves thorn 
in various places of the same letter in such & manner-; as if they 
all were guilty* although this was true only of some. If any one 
will diligently noto this custom of Scripturcr.- which appears very 
often throughout the whole Book, he will solve many a thing which 
seems to be contradictory (Ed, 59 ad Paulin Walt her „ Kirchc- und 
Amt, 76, noto ») 
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Luther : The present passage (Joel 5. 22) contains the article 
of our lioTy Christian faith: I believe the holy Cm istian Church? 
the communion of saints» He says that Jerusalem will be holy? and 
strangers will no longer- pass through her»*cBu.t in order that this 
article mey be understood the more clearly? the reader must be re~ 
minded of the fact that Scripture ape&ks of the Church in a twofold 
rey t For in the first place Scripture includes in the word Ch ur ch_ 
the sum total of these who confess the came form of doctrine end* use 
VEe~same S'acramenfe ; 7 “sTthough many hypocrites and godless are mingled 
with her 5 as Christ says- liettc 2Q : 16<>: ”hany are called? but few 

arc choseno” Also.- I,lark 16* 16: u He that believeih and is baptized 
shall be saved: but he that believeth net shall be damnedFor the 
last part of the verse shows that some are baptised who still do not 
believe? and are therefore condemned, as also the parable of the wed¬ 
ding feast shows. Matte 22.. 11 ff 0 For those who are at the wedding 
fee et sre indeed all called* but not all of them have wedding gar~ 
nents on : and these sre cast out. Thus also the parable of the net 
of fishes? Piatt* IS 47 f f likewise of the wheat and the teres, 
hattc 13, 24 ffo, pictures the Church as an assembly in which evil 
end good are together** And yet there ere. in this common mass* 
always some elect- that is? such as receive the Word in true faith? 
and with it the Holy Ghost, for the ministry will not be without 
fruit* This honestly pure part Scripture cells the Church r and to 
it the adjective "holy” 1 is properly applied,, (Exposition of the 
prophet Joel of the yesr 1545 * Sir Louis Edo 6- 1628 f.) 


Luther: Si* Jerome hero raises a great question? why Paul calls 
them congregation3^ since they were no congregations? For? says he?. 
Paul writes to the apostate Galatians., who have turned from Christ- 
arid from grace to hoses and the Law* I answer: Paul calls them con¬ 
gregations in Galatia*' according to a common figure of speech., 
synekdoche? which is very often used in Scripture* Thus? when he 
Writes to“the Corinthians, he congratulates them? 1 Coro 1, 4 f.*, 
because the grace of God in Christ was given to them* c-And yet many 
of them had been misled by false apostles and did not believe in 
the resurrection of the dead*. Thus we to-day call the Roman Church 
holy and all its dioceses holy, although she has apostssized and 
the bishops and her servants arc godless? for God rules in the midst 
of His enemieso Pa c 110, 2* Likewise the Antichrist is sitting in 
the temple of God,.. 2 The as * 2?.. 4, and Satan ie in the midst of the 
children of God,. Job 1, 6< — Therefore? although the Church is in 
the midst of & crooked and perverse generation., as St * Paul says 
Phil 2. 15 1 although she is in the midst of wolves and robbers? that 
is? ruled by spiritual tyrants., she is never thole sc the Church* 

Even in the city of Romo, although she is worse than sodom and Go 
norrha r there atill remains Baptism the Lord J a Supper? the Word 
snd the tc.xt of the Gospel., the Holy Scripture? tho ministry, the 
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ruler there *. . Thu?.; th 
s p i r i t us. 1 t yy- ants r ul e ; 


Trier ©fore the one holy Church is everywhere There the Word and the 
Sacraments remain in their substance, h hoc' the /. '-thhi 3 l 

rip 3.0 of God must he there also- where the 
nd must be mairAanni'wb unck :• whom, There¬ 
fore wo answer in brief upon this questic-n thot the Church in the 
whole world is in all places there there are the (Toopelhand tEe 
sl cr-ament£o { Lor.gcr Bn posi 11 or f ter to tire Uaiaticnel 

jjO*o5 s Edo j. 9« 42“ 44 r ) 


St 


Luther: The Church on eareh- speaking of the external communion/ 
is a gather ing of t hos e w h o hear the ri ght d octr ine of the Gospel , of 
Christs beJTeve it c nd’ congees it ana ’nave the"holy &io st in them <? 
who sanctifies them and works in them through the Word and the Sac-rai¬ 
ments i among idiom nevertheless some are false- Christians and hypo* 
crites- who v;ith the others adhere to the same doctrine and have 8 
fellowship of the Sacraments and of external offices in the Church* 
(Sermon on the Gospel for the 20th Sun- after Trin* Stc Louie Edm 
11 - 1759,) 


Lu ther : But you might say: If the Church is entirely in the 
is altogether a spiritual thing- no one rill be- able to 
where in all the world a part of her is to be founeg that would 


spifriT and 


iQiow- mere m &ij. ms worao. a part oi jier is 
be a strange thing- and unheard of,.* < How should wo understand that 
Christ teaches us that the sheep should bo feed Join 21, 16. 17, and 
Paul... to rule the Church) Acts 20 28., and Peter 1 Ep<_- 5 r 2- to 

feed the flock of Christ* if the believers throughout the world 
could not be found in certain places? For* who will p*ea?h to the 
spirits? Or- which spirit will preach to us? *, -.Now you ask? By 
ohich sign may I recognize the Church? Surely sane definite r 
visible sign must be given., whereby wo are gathered together to 
hear the Word of God, Answer: Yen. such a sign is necessary* and 
we have it r namely Baptism- the Lord's Supper* and above all the 
Gospelo These three are the Christian 1 e watchword and distinguish*- 
ing markc Where you see these-in use - that is. Baptism- the Lor d ? e 
S upper, end “the Gospel! ho matter where or with whom, do not doubt 
that the Church is therec <>«*That is the unity of the spirit- not of 
place- not oi persons r not of external things or bodies., <•«Kb one 
can see the Church but it must be believed under the sign of the 
Word; and it is impossible that this Word will sound forth but 
only in the Church through the Holy Ghostc (Luther - 1 a Reply to the 
Book of 1,1 o Ambrosius Catharinus,, of 1521 o Stc Louis Edc 18* 1464 ff e ) 

Luther: The Greed, as the children confess it.- teacher ue that 
there must, be a Christian holy people on the earth and remain until 
the end of timoc For it is an article of faith- which cannot stop 
until that which It believes will come to pass; as Chris? promises,- 
IfetLe 28... 20 : "I am with you always until the end of the world, 1 ' 

But how can a poor- erring person take 110-1.0.9 where such a holy 
Christian people io in the world?. flc In the first place it is e mark 
of this Christian, holy people, whore it has the holy Word of' God,, 
Although matters arc some whet unequal here., as St. Haul says: 

Some have it altogether pure 9 others do not have it pure, • < Where 
you hear and see such Word preached., believed, confessed; end lived 
there you may have no doubt that certainly at that place 




ihere mum be a uu b e-cj c r :■_ C;..nc v; c av -c u i : e cm rs \ isi . holy 

people*** In the second place one*” v.iXl rocogmCzc t*oa people of God 
in the holy Sacrament of Baptism, whore it is taught* believed, and 
used correctly according to Christ 1 s ordert <. In the third place 
one may recognize the people of God or the Christian, holy people 
by the holy sacrament of the Altar* whore it is taught, believed, 
and used correctly according to Christ f s ordinance«In the fifth 
place one may externally recognize the Church by the fact that she 
consecrates or calls servants of the Church* or has offices which 
she must provide for coo In the sixth plac-e one may externally recog¬ 
nize the holy* Christian people by prayer* praising and thanking 
God publiclyo B oIn the seventh place one may recognize the holy 
Christian people externally by the sacred mark of the holy cross, 
that she must endure misfortune and persecution* tribulation and 
evilc (Von den Konziliis und Kirchain St* Louis Ed*, 16* 2274 ff 0 ) 

Kote: Every student of the doctrines here presented will profit 
by a careful study of the entire writing of which the main points 
are here given c It is a veritable mine of information concerning 
the Biblical understanding of the Church in its every aspect* 


The true, visible Church is that church confessional fellowship 

which, as a body.- in all points a nd in all do o f:- ine sj_ad her es to 

the "Word o f" God * pro aches the Go spe 1 of the just if lea t ion of sinners 
in all its purity* and admin isters the Sacraments in agreement with 
the~~ihs t ltuti~6n of Christ l 

A a Proof from Scripture* 


John 8 
on Him 


8 2 


Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed 


If ye continue in hy yard. then arc ye Iiy disciples indeed; 


and ye alia TO know the truth, and the truth shall make you free* 

That, then_ is the distinguishing mark of the true disciples 
of Christ’ that* they continue in His Lord.- remain with it and in 
it, fc.r then only will they know the truth and thereby bo able to 
rise to the full freed on of the children of God* 


John 10; 3-5.. 871 To him the porter eponeth? and the sheep 
hear his coice; and he calleth his own sheen by name; and l.oadeth 

■".. ' ’ - fh bef- 

And a 


ij. OC * tiaiv.t ju* ii v’Wii ciiwi...; uy aic.;uc;; oi ...c,uuouu 

them out * And when he putteth forth his own sheep* he gooth before 


L rJLAZ**'* VU |/C» WiivAi II.- *• viJL - -* ** v** 

them* and the sheep follow him: for- they know his voice*. And e 
stranger will they not follow., but will flee from him: for they 
know not the voice of strangers^* . hy sheep hoar hy voice , and I 
know thorn, end th ey f ollow ho . 

John 14., 23.. 24. Jesus answered and said unto him* If a man 
lovo ho.: he will keep hy words? and hy Father will love him* and 
tv wi31 * name - lulto'~hTnT"TnS ri'Re 0 xv; abode with him. H o that 3 oveth 
he not koepeth not j.;v sayingc 

Here tbo non:• rf• o~ o?' Tft.• v >vc (5‘ r f) l of Christ is clearly 
defined* being contrasted winch that of one wno doer not keep tho 
sayings" of Christ ?h r d5 sl-ingu'rhtng mar3; i n clearly that of ad- 
hol ing with tho utmorh fidelity to the Word of the Lord* 


John 18, 37.. 
I into the world 


To this end wv 
t hr i 1 should t 


v. born, and for thi s cause came 
• }. wit nos unto the truth, Every 





one that is of th. i vui-h hsS'Cih :.1> v e h c-c , 

Matte. 28} 20 Tec.chinn, thorn to observe till things what-soever- 
j li&ve commanded, you. 

That is Christ's demand., addressed to those who would be His 
disciples in truth; that they teach all things«. none exceptedo 

Acts 2,.. 42c They continued steadfastly In the apostles* doc-. - 
trire and fellowship,* and in breaking of breao7 and In prayers! <l ; - 

Gal c 1; 6-8 £ I marvel that ye are so soon removed from Kim 
that called you into the grace of Christ unto another gospel; which 
is not another; but there be same that trouble you- and would per¬ 
vert the Gospel of Christo But though we. ? or an ange3. from heaven, 
preach any 5uher gospel unto you than that which we have preached 
unto youc let him be accursed 0 


Here is a very emphatic statement concerning those who 3-eft the 
purity cf Christ's Gospel to turn to & doctrine which was more ac¬ 
ceptable to the natural self-righteousness of man * A conscious, 
deliberate apostasy from the full truth is equal to a denial of the 
true Churchc 


(Op* 1 Cor 


c; ft. 

O; w <» / 


A little leaven i.esveneth the 


Gal, 5,9c 
whole lump , 

The apostle here refers chiefly to the doctrine of the justifi¬ 
cation of sinners through the merits of Jesus Christ alone«. It is 
the doctrine with will oh the true Church stands and falls < In fact r 
a 13 religions and churches in the world may be divided into two 
groups* one which teacher salvation on. the basis of Christ's vicar- 
5 oua” a tenement: and on that alone* and one which teacher salvation 
by man's works'and efforts; no matter in what degree they arc intro¬ 
duced ( 


1 Cor, 11; 24.25. 
as oft as ye drink It/ 

statement oS 


This do in remembrance of lie c c c Thia do ye ( 
Ln remembrance of Me. 


the institution of Christ has always 
,ho orthodox Church; one that sets aside its de~ 


This dear 
been observed by 
manct no longer may claim the tit3© of true visible Church». 


Mattr 28* 19< Go ye therefore, and teach all nations* .baptising 
them in tho name of the Fatherand of the Son* and of the Holy Ghost- 

observing; this word of in- 

repudiating 
of the true 


lem in tho name of the Far norana o? who Son* ano. oi *che 
Any church body of congregation not observing this wor 
..i tut ion oi- according to its official confessional stand x 
ie Triune God of Scripture * cannot be regarded as a part- c 


siitut 
the 

visible Church 


Be Statement from the Confessions of the Church r 


Uote: Tho testimonies offered under the previous thesis* as 
v.f 3 r.«: those under the the sic next f o3.1o.:ing* apply hero In most 
instances wo find the contrast between tho true and the false visible 
cl.ur oLst dis .‘u u ■: d s . ( c by r ido , 

SmoIcaJh Article a : Our churches arc now f through God's grace f - 
so erilTglrfonecFFiicTVquipped with the pure 7/oro. and right use of the 
S&cramonts. with know-3edge of the various callings and of right works 
that vc on ouv pc y < art fa- no 0 crane 33 ; and on such points havo 


nothing be t tow- t' bo 


C. pc c i 


a council. (Preface of Martin 




Co Testimony of Pi-eminent Teaches t of the Church 


Luther: IVe know of no other Church than that which hears the 

vet c-e of Christ e nd is baptizea *■ *. fThe^'Cocpe ± says i.hat vtiTlLrould “be - 
jleve in Him ahdthe'n "lovo one cnother* (Emposi tion of the Gospel 
of Joint* 4c lo St *, Louis Ed* * 7*.2129 <,) 

Luther: VThat if I should prove that re have remained Tilth the 
true old Church* that vs ere* indeed* the true old Church; but you 
have epostasized from us- as from the old Church* and have estsb^ 
lished a new church- against the old one? *,*,*,ho one can deny that ve 
have the holy Sacrament of the Alter f and that just and precisely 
bz Christ Himself instituted iv f and afterwards tho apostles and* 
all Christendom used itocdTo one can deny that ve have the true old 
keys* and that ve do not use them but to bind and to absolve the 
sincooHo one can deny that ve have the ministry and the V/ord of God 
in pure form and in rich measure* that ve diligently teach the V/ord 
and instruct people; without any addition of new* human doctrine* 
just as Christ has commanded end the whole Christian Church has ever 
done &ecBy those poinvs ve have- proved tha \ wc are the true old 
Church; one body with the entire ho3y Christian Church and the com- 
muni on of saints*. (TJider Hans V/urst* of 1541*, St* Louis E&« £ 17 { « 

O.Ci <. J. c i 

Luther ? I sec that it is necessary to add-ess an admonition 
to those- vffioni Satan is non beginning to persecute* Among whom are 
a few who think that they may escape the perils; vlion they are attack* 
ed- by saying: X do not side with Luther ? nor with any other per¬ 
son. but with, the holy Gospel<• .Truly* such a confession profite 
them nothing* and if is equivalent to denying Christo Therefore I 
beg them to be very careful* •-♦-It is true that, as you value your 
body end scu.l* you must net ray: X am Lutheran* or I am papistical! 
for none of thorn has died for yew. nor is any one your master* but 
Christ alone, and you should calf yourself a Christian* But if you 
hold that the doctrine- of Luthe; le evangelical.- and that of the 
pope not evangelical- then you must not simply cast Luther- aside; 
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tr-u3y you must not epos la with words weak as- a roc cl* but yew must 
freely confer;e Christ, vhefixer Luther; CJras or George preached 
H3n t You may net aside the perron but the- doctrine you must con¬ 
fess* (Luther‘r Opinfon Concerning the Sacrament under Both Forme, 
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- i*.s n. hu^ . 1 . xit’ r j k.h-diet ; t c--» is not absolute* 
true O'*• \iroh \7C3 c r \ c-no thm Church tho false- not at 
in tion j - j*© it Tho true (visible) Church is ’ 

rlr 1 ' f h org:rn5 tio :• \;h c}/hinthif tllYor ~of faith 


& ?vc- 1 i C'z.i : v. the p-n'c ;» c n v rd i awxu ctori the sacra-* 



baepc: g Tno jLccaj . u .v-ugn/ ;■ uio \ .targe> enuch organiza* 
•} 3on& fTTnTt ctually exi£i we divide invo ir e- c.Urrwt - s c cording to 
tho position which they assume with r-agereTTo flu. EEricitaa doctrine; 
It is the will and commend of God that Hie- T/ord should he preached 
and believed in Hi e Church in all pur1ty ; "wi tKcut any admixture of 
human doctrineSo Whosoever speaks in the Church of God is to speak 
not his own ; . but God ; s horde. c o Up on this divine ordinance is based 
the distinction between orthodox and he ter odd!; churches < A church 
that closely adheres to the divine ordinance t in which the - w‘or cl of 
God~~Ti tau ghxT ln it a pur iV y ~anci~ the" Se er a me n t- c ere Tdminastered ao» 
cording to trie' cTlvins""insfitution Is. with" Tull and proper .lus11ce f 
call, e a an orthodox ciTurcEI But- a church which Tn cpposTtXoh to 'the 
divine ordinance- permits false doctrines in its midst, is properly 
called b he te rod ox church * (Chrisilo Dogmotik., Ill* 486 ft) 


.01 s. j 


u.. c -ii d v .. 


Reside the true visible Church there are many chur-ch bodies^ 
local and otherwise^ t o whom the name n Ch r 1 stl an r c annot J5e~ ' dehied* 
vhich JhoweyerV In spite of the~cohfes siona1 basis of Christianity" 
p rofesse d, _by them, ha ve 3ef \ the hoo*15 \ 3.nr. t■ I■ 2 gh j in the por 'd ' of God 
in one or more points and persist in their errors, thus becoming 
Si pa rate denominatio ns or sects* Every Chr ist a an i s u nder obl lga^ 
Vi oh to shun all heterodox congregation s a nd all , se cts , and to ad~ 
here to the Church of the pure Word and'co nfe ssion a!onec 

Kote: It was formerly a great deal! easier to point out dis¬ 
tinctive dec trine a on the basis of confessions accepted by certain 
large <>huron bodies or even groups of bodies< At the present ti£e* 
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Besides, the division of pastors and congregations in the same church 
body characterized by the designations Liboralists. Modernist a* 
Fundamentalists.-- Higher Fundamentalists liar, esused great c-onfus3ono 
Hence the wording adopted in the proposition above. 


A-, Proof from Scripture; 


John 8 ; 51c52, If ye conti nue in Ily Word; then crejo Lty 
di'sclplos indeed - 9 end. yc sho.H know t-ho t? udlr and the truth shall 


make you Tree, 


This statement gives the criterion, according to which we may 
judge the di acipleship of any one who cc -• j i himeei? o disciple of 
Gb.*''i at, a true Clrolz'tie.n Ho who leave? tke V.'Qpd or Christ* the 
p ];■’ h; :/‘v rt* \ i v c>-rr ly lavgb, . cannot 3-ay claim to 
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Thai is one way in v;ii; : u* hereof or arm sc hi riu' ue c:.jsr arise ; 
oe cause men within the -Church "begin to £peak thinge • tc teach, doc® 
trines, which arc not in cg*-ecmenv with the pure teaching of Christ £ s 
tfor&c 

halto 7r. 15o Beware of false prophets which come to you in 
sheeps 4 clothings but inwardly they are" ravening wolves o' 

bote that these men are called false prophets c They pretend to 
be teachers of the Church; they offer their doctrines* But their 
doctrines are false f and all their show of righteousness in doctrine 
and life is for the purposes of deceits And a usual characteristic 
is that they come without being called; they insinuate themselves 
into fields which or-e taken care of by properly called men* 

Mat to 24 f 23o24c Then if any man shall say unto you* Lo f here 
is Christ: or there; believe it note For there arise false Christs* 
and false prophets* and shall show great signs and w oeefersi rhsomuch 
thathif it* were possible* they shall deceive the very electo 
(Cp o Dent o 13* 1^5 *) 

Bonn 16.. 17u 18c How I beseech you* brethren; mark th em which 
cause divisions and offenses contrary to the doctrine which ye have 
learned: and avoid them.. Por they that' are such serve not our Lord 
Jesus Christ* liuxT tiTeir"own belly; and by g ood words and fair 
speeches deceive the hearts of the simpleu 

1 John l*Gc If wo say tha*c we have fellowship with Him. and 
wa Ik in darkness >• we lie & 

1 John 2 1 4 C He that s& 5 th f I lmow Hint and ko e peth not His 
com mandmen ts, is a liar 0 

1 ^ohn 4 ; lo3c Beloved., believe not every spirits but try th e 
spirits whether they are of God; because many fa lse p rophets are 
pore "out into the wor l d u t , Every spirit that coni ossein not that 
Jesus~"Cm"-isi~Ti come in the flesh in not of God; and this is that 
spirit of antichrist,. whereof ye have heard that if should come; 

ancTeven"now“Siready is it in the world. 

Every false teacher partakes of the nature of the Antichrist* 
is in fact* one of the antichrists., a teacher who places himself 
in opposition to Christ and ilia Perdu 

2 John, 10o 11c If there come any unto you- and brin g not this 
doctrine; receive him not into your house, neither bid. huii God speed'; 
lor' iie~THat' bTddcWin lihcodapeea llf pcFfeke:: of his evil deed s u 

Titus 3 ; 10, A man that is a n heret ic after the first and second 
admonition reject; knowing that he that is such is subverted; and 
sinneth; being condemned of himself, 

The apostle cl op 2 ly has in mind such rrj become addicted to 
f&Jio drv.+ ^inr- v/-i> in cnlwarb member si-:' r with the Church* for 
otherwise the admonition would hr ve no hr sis. Such people became 
he '/ o1 ic□. or ho1.ore c < ?• 

:i Cc-r.. 11, 19,. For there mu*, t be vh c heresies among you * that 
they which arc approved may bo made mr.nifeci ci7iohg“Vou- 






3 Cci. Jr 10ftlie i'.o* 3 Lc r c• ;.c j 

or Lo: d Jeeuc Clir i at. the i ye i 3 ' ru.rl. v 
l ).i' ?"‘C be nc divisio ns amen£ you,.. To: :•? 
me cf your brctrj.?en7 f P thf t there ere ccovc 
According to chap t 21* 18* the apoiTic 
tc the some unfortunate condition* nanoly 
end diviclveness. without a proper reason 
people who create divisions on account of 
j no if f e 2 * 6 nt .* usagc s and c us*< ome v;hi c-h e r e 
Phonal in nature (though of ton doctrine ma 
the beginning or later): are- called separa 
or Fchipmatlcsc 


i.'. an lire 2 i. ike nsine cf 

he S 8 iu: tiling and that¬ 
ha - x h be ?. i - d o c 1 a r*< 1 unt c 
r.t 1 one : among you. 

* cv i uen11 y ha s ret erence 
c spiri'i cf contention 
f cr cue ii s c par a t i on 0 
c::t g me 1 mat tersthings 
not in Uxe me elves conies 
y be involved either at 
lists in the evil sense* 


?. Cor c 6 r 3.4,3 r / 1 18o Whsi common!on hath light with darkness?«««, 
Lher-cfore come out from among them- and be ye separate, saith the 
Lord, and voueirno\ vEo unclean Thing": and I mill receive you, and 
r. 13 J be a Father uj.itc you: end ye shall bo ny sonr and daughters* 
raith the Lord Almighty, 

3 Time 6.- 5-hr If any men teach o t hernias , and consent not to 
vhc>2esome words* even the words o < our Tord jesus Christ- and to the; 
doctrine which is according to god line a a he is proud knowing no*- 
thing; but doting about question? and strifes of words* whereof 
cor.rth envy* strife railings/ evil eurmisings. perverse disputinge 
03 mcr o.f corrupt minds.. end. destiluvo of the truth; supposing that 
( 1 3* is ro 11 irer s; f: om such wf t-hh-av thyr,c3.f, 


Gs lc 


Z O 

v.* v-C 


A little 3.9 even leave noth the whole 


Stauementa from the Confeociont of the Church, 


Boch cf Con couch Pr eface. : As to the condemnations/, censure s f 
and rc 3 gov ion: o v ocCIgTe doctrines. and e:.p**c5al3y of that which 
has ar ise n concerning the Lord 5 SuppcJ t these indeed hr d to be sot 
forth in thi:. oai 6e.cle.rcticn and thorough enplanat on end decision 
of controverted article: not only that a.'O should guard against 
these condemned a ,thr bui also for c or ft in othes reasons could 
in no way have been passed byc Thus cr it :le no way our design 
and purpose tc condemn those men who err id oai a certain simplicity 
of mind, but are not blasphemer e against the truth of the heavenly 
doctrine j much less, indeed- entire chv: chc r.r c hay, rather has it 
be 02 - our intention and disposition in this manner openly to concur© 
and condemn only the f s ns t ic:. 3 0 i n 1 o n a and their obstinat e and bias - 
pherno us t eache rs, (wkXcIT~ no judge,- DiioulcXin no vFy do \cJ.ercleOn 
cui dominions/ churches* and schGcO r- ) bo cause whose errors conflict 
with the express \7ord of God. end th: L. too, in such a way that they 
c anno I be recoijcflca tTiTIT'TIo c .Feu- ro hrve nc doubt whatever that 
even in those churches which have hither-*i o not c greed with ur in all 
things many godly and by ro nocnr Ticked men are found, who foj.low 
tholr om simplicity but, in no way ipprove the blaapheiiiics which 
are cant forth agrJnct th. Jlo3y grp] 02 as if is administered in our 
chov-ches; accord:-nf to Ghu'*isi r f :• .nt \ 1 tut ion., end \;ith tno unanimous 
approval of a 13 gooc me • i ught in ©cc d 3 wit . the words of 
the testament it self he are also in g/ a \ hope tint* If they would 
tc tougln aiigiii Cv, » cxji.-J.ig, tixoac thiiags ; th . rpfjft co flic. Lord 
aiding the 1 . 1 . they 2 c-u* ( d ag» cc wit)? ur r soi't with ou> ciiurche t and 
school a, tc the. ini a 13 ‘'Me ti utb of God j V.-o d * (Trig li, 19 < ) 
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Apolog y of the /uig r.bur g Genre salon : Although wolves. and ricked 
• L ,es chore become rampant in~TEc Cnul c% yet they are not properly the 
kingdom of Chris t,, (Arte VII* Trigl** ^SET) 

Note: Here the Lutheran Church confesses that the heretics and 
false teachers sot? their nicked seed within the Church- not outside 
of it » whence it follows that there are certainly members of the 
true* the invisible church In the midst of organisations shepherded 
by flase prophets* as long as the Word of God is truly in use and 
its fundamental doctrines are not distorted beyond recognition or en- 
tirely denied* 

Apology : In the Church itself* infinite is the multitude of 
the wTckea who oppress it *. *Fcr this reason the true teaching and 
the Church are often so utterly suppressed and disapear* as if there 
were no Church; which has happened under the papacy; if often seems 
that the Church has completely perished* (Art* VII* Triglo*229„) 

Apolog y: Nor indeed do we find fault with all; for we are of 
the opinion that there are here and there some good men in the monas¬ 
teries who judge moderately concerning human and factitious services* 
ce some writers call them* and who do not approve of the cruelty 
which the hypocrites among them exercise* (Arte XXVIIc Triglo*421 c ) 

Apology: Impious teachers arc to be deserted (are not to be 
received or heard), because these do not act any longer in the place 
of Christ: but are antichrists* And Christ says I.latto 7* 15s Beware 
c£ false prophets. And Paul* Gal* 1.9: If any man preach any 
other gospel unto you- let him be accursed® (Arte, VIII* Tragic* 245o) 

Smalcald Articles; In the third place; this must be added: Even 
though the bishop of Home had the primacy and superiority by divine 
right- nevertheless'* obedience would not be due those pontiffs who 
defend godless cervices, idolatry, and doctrine conflicting with 
the Gospel* Nay: such pontiffs and such a government ought to be 
hold accursed; as Paul clearly teaches. Gale 1. 8* (Of the power of 
Primacy of the Pope * Trigl*515*) 


Smalea 16, Articleg : This being the 
to beware or be coming "partakers of the 
•no unjust cruelty of the Pope * on tiil 
end execrate the Pope with his adherent 
just as Christ has commanded* Pitt. 7.1 
And Paul commands that godless teachers 
orated as cursed; Gal® 1-8: Titus 5; 10. 
lie ye not unequally yoked together with 


ion hath light with darkness? To disco 
a*ny nations and to be called schicmati 
divlno authority commands all net to bo 
Ptoty and unjust cruelty. (Of the Powo 
«Pigl.;517c) 


case ; a 1 1 C hristians ought 
godiess doctrine 7 blaspEeraies P 
s do count 'whey ought to desert 
s as the kingdom of Antichrist; 
5: Beware of false prophets© 
should be avoided and exe~ 

And 2 cor* 6 ; 14 lie says: 
unbelievers; for what commune 
ni from the agreement of so 
co is a grave matter© But 
allies and defenders of im« 
r end Primacy of the Pope* 


v, formula of Concord: In like manner; too. such ceremonies 

•aoulc r" .’"T : ■ ' ic .y *c i ': ic-: th :cnuino free adiaphora. or matters 

indifference ; as make a shew or feign the appearance.* as though 
Ijr j o n vs . a thyt Lj of J..lm jpu ' > t :.j .; wv:- e not far apart; tnur wo 
«*w persecution*; qJ as though The.* latter wore not at least highly' 
ftbBive to us; oy mien such ceremonies arc designed for the pur- 
IS® 1 an< 3- required and received In this sense., as though by and 





through thorn both contrary re 1: gicnr v.are x-econo/j e: and became one 
body; or when a reentering into the Pl pccy arc a departure from tlie 
pure doctrine of the Gospel end true religion should occur or grad¬ 
ually fallen therefrom (when there ic danger lest re seem to have 
reentered the Papacy, and to have departed, or to be on the point of 
departing gradually, from the pure doctrine of the Gospel)- For in 
this case what Paul unites,. 2 Cor*G> 14d7 f shall and rirust obtain: Be 
ye not unequally y lied together with unbelievers; for* uhat commu¬ 
nion hath light with darkness? VJherefore come out from among them 
and be ye separate* saith the Lord P (Thorough Decl t; Xe Of Church 
Bites* Trigl.? 1055*} 

Formu la of Co n cord : And because directly after the times of 
of the apdstTesV anefeven while they were still living? false teachers/ 
and heretics arose* and symbols? i * o , brief? succinct (categorical) /f 
confessions* more compcsod against them in the early Church- which 
were regarded as the unanimous? universal Christian faith and con*-* 
feesion of the orthodox and true Church- namely? the Apostles* Creed? 
the Hicene Creed, and the At lianas fan Creed? ue ple dg e ourselves to 
them.- and hereby rej ect all heresies end dogmas whic h? contrary to 
therir have^been intr o duced into the Church o f GodT * c In the third 
place? s ince "ill these last times God* out of especial grace* has 
brought the truth of His Herd to light again from the darkness of 
the Papacy through the faithful service of the precious man of God? 

Dm Luther? and since this doctrine has bso3.i collected from? and 
according to? God 1 s herd into the articles and chapters of the Augs¬ 
burg Confession against the corruptions of the Papacy and also of 
other sects? no confess also the First? Unaltered Augsburg Confession 
as our symbol for this time* not because it was composed by cup 
theologians* but because it he a boon taken from Gc&*a Lord and is 
founded firmly and well therein, precisely in the form in which it 
T?es committed to writing in the year 1530? and presented to the Em¬ 
peror Charles V at Augsburg by some Christian Electors. Princes? and 
Estates of the Roman Empire ar a coalmen confession of the reformed* 
churches. {t-Those foil cuing Luther in his work of reforming the 
Church*) whereby our reformed churches ere distinguished, from the 
Papists and other repudiated and condemned sects and heresies? after* 
the custom and usage of the early Church, whereby sue ceding councils? 
Christian bishops and teachers appealed to the Bicons Creed* and 
confessed it c (Comprehensive Summary. Trig!,. 777.849 ft) 

Cq Testimony of Prominent Teachers of the Church.. 


111.noteu) 

Hilarluc i: The oars of the people arc holier than the hearts of 
the priestrmTj sc the t the people of Cnrist does not die non voider 
the prie i;L:j of the Antichrist«. *They he r r that Christ is God: they 
believe it is true uhat ir. arid-: They hr* r of the Son cx God : thev 


believe that, vkdJc Ged St, b; come inec 
God < Tlv v lie l y tho t Chr i r,t wo r. 1 >o f or o 


They jx'■ r of the Son cf God: they 
ihc;*to lie nevertheless is true 
fern c *• *•. time: they believe that 


- c * - • • w ^ v av- a v U1J.C* \j 

this ’'before the times" i:j vhni i Iveys criatrm (lib., a civ* Auxontium, 
tfaithsr? Jjo c. 112. note u ) 
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c or a mg 
the ecclesiastics^ 


' ,v who goes out ac- 


Chrysostonu Lot he goes out from the Church, _ t .,_ _ 

rding^t(T*tije“ body, but he who In spirit leaves the foundations of 

truths (Horn,? 45 in Mat the. \7alther, L* c*., 115,note* ) 


I gnatius of Antioch : I beseech you, therefore (yet not 1 but 
the love of Jesus' Christ): hive only cn Christian fare., end refrain 
from strange food; which Is heresy* For these men (the heretics) 
mingle Jesus Christ frith themselves in specious honesty, mixing as 
it were e. deadly poison with honeyed wine* which the ignorant takes 
gladly in his baneful pleasure*, and it is hie dee the Beware there*** 
fore of such men,; and this will be possible for* you, if you are not 
puffed up, and are not separated from God* from Jesus Christ, and 
from the bishop, and from the ordinances of the apostles * 


Ignatius: For* there are some who make a practise of carrying 
about tEeHSame with wicked guile, and do certain other things un*» 
worthy of God$ these you must shun as wild beasts.-; for they are 
ravening dogs, who bite secretly, and you must be on your guard 
a gainst t hem, for they are scarcely to oe cured! “Ephesians, 

op o clt * * I8lc} 

Ignatius: Therefore as children of the light of truth flee 
from (Division and wrong doctrine* And follow as sheep where the 
Bnephorci d™< For there are many specious wolves who lead captive 
with evil pleasures the runners in God’s race, but they will find 
no place if you are in unity* Be not deceived, my brethren* if 
any one follow a maker of schism* he does net inherit the kingdom 
of God: if any one walk in strange doctrine he has no part in tire 
Passion* (To the Philadelphians, Op,cit*,241 f c ) 


I gnat ius: Few I worn you of these things* beloved, knowing 
that you also era so minded c But I guard you in advance against 
beasts in the form of men* whom you must not only not receive* but 
if it is possible not even meet, but only pray for them, that they 
may sepent#* * They abstain from Eucharist and prayer* because they 
do' not confess that the Eucharist is the flesh of our Savior Jesus 
Christ who suffered for our sine, which the Father raised up by Hie 
goodness* They then who deny the gift of God are perishing in their 
disputes; but it were better for them to have love* that they also 
may attain to the resurrection*. It is right to refrain from such 
men and net even to speak about thorn In private or in public f but 
to give heed to the prophets and especially to the Gospel* * -But 
flee from divisions ac the beginning of evils*, (To the Smyrna, eons * 
Op* cit*. *255*259*) 

Ignatius: Let no man be deceived; unless a man bo within the 
senotuhr^nfe^lacks the bread of God, for if the prayer of one or 
two lias such might, how much more has that of the bishop and of the 
whole Church? So then ho who docs not join In the common assembly 
j.v already haughty* and her separated himself* (O.’o tho Ephesians* 
Op* cit3.72c) 
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who denies that Jesus is the Christ is an antichrist* r Let us there® 
lore now ask vhc denies tliir r and at the same time look not on the 
tongue g but on the deeds* Stay non for a little the tongue; aek 
the life®«»He is emphatically a lying antichrist who confesses with 
the mouth that Jesus is the Christ* and denies it by his works©** 
Whatsoever is contrary to the Lord of Christ, is in the Antichrist® 
For the Antichrist is opposed to Christo (Expos»op< I*Joh 0 Falther® 
Kirche und Amt* 14Iff c r note©) 

Irenaeuc : In the Church God has placed the apostlec r the 
prophetr„ TEs toe cher*c 4 - and the entire other operation of the Spirit® 
of which all those are- not partakers rho do not gather in the Church® 
but they defraud the me elves of life by their evil opinion, and their 
extremely evil v? or ks ^ ~ ~ 
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there have always been some, believers; eve rt under- the pa pacy ,, and 
of these there ere still some there, whom wo do not whom God 


preserves by the Ford and the 
the nope do not like to 

r /, r. o *\ 

v, -- c } 


Q acrar.ients although the devil and 
(Expos t of It r . / 5 ,17 o St« Louis f Ed®* 


Luth er; Th'- Christian Church ir not only under* the Roman 
Church br~Viio pops.- but in ell the world* as the prophets have an~ 
nounced that the* Gospel of Christ should go forth into aid. the world® 
Pe*2.8j 19,5c So thet the Christ ian Ch urc h isy according to the 

Persians* Tar~ 



eppe 
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Luther: Augustine adduces this passage (Pc*■19, 5) against the 
Lonatilvf.v‘“Vho confined the Church tc t small corner in Africa.; but 
it should.’rather be used against our- new Donat iris who say that there, 
ar-e no believers in India and Persic and A si: * lor where the cound 
and the words of the Spirit are to bo four. -•< there rxihout doubt xe 

^v <-*p 9 c iz c only 'in 
here have i clear text that 
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: gore forth into all lands, end one does 
iecanto6.. therefore rc must beware lest* 
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may bo anything but be- 
the Lord and tho round of the epoctles* 
St. Louie lid.. 4. 1155* ) 



j a? the? ; Taei-ci cut ih*: Cion; ’ i:. ti .: • i . vh;;-; thf Gndhu*- 

. ; . ■' i ■ 3 e\ ord and the 

S gcrEnionfrg • F03 v: v : . v coTSUc. : viicr-c conbc rlC~&. 7 ~ 

^aBToToFc z holy .Church Is ev ere In thal placej wbe] the Word 
and the Sacraments remain In their cubstanco.- in spite of the fact 
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the temple of God 
iltn£ ; ana mast be pre¬ 


served under theme Therefore ire answer tills question in brief t . that 
in the whole world the Ch urch i r in all p lacer, whe re the Gospel and 
the Seer ament r ar e ^^’r^r-gr^rposItTibiJi of Golavrenal bt* rouStEoTT^# 44 

Luther : T/e are constrained to confess that the enthusiasts 
(Schrarmer: /snabax iiet&) have the Scripture end the Word of God in 
other articles' and whosoever hears it from thorn and believes will 
be caved.- although they are unholy heretics and blasphsmare of 
Christ® (Letter- to Two Pastors on the Anabaptists- of 1528* Stc Louie 

Edcr17 f 2212 c ) 

Luth er: Very veil/: no Christian should and can pray for the 
enthusiasts.- nor be cciroomed about them,; They arc- delivered and 
sir- unto death (os Stv John cays). I speak of the rasters (teachare)5 
mg?.- the good lord Jenuc help the lay people among them against such 
murderer*. of souls 0 (Short Confession of the Holy Sacramentc St*. 

Louis Ed v ; 20,. 177It } 


an . c; pc the mrr r r ■ vc y 
iii c m: rh send her no valu 


ate conversations. ana strengthen your 
r$v»c *y< c-’f-r-o"* to re a* in the r ■■./rh' wav 
■i; :• it ; c Ur wire your confession ir; a 
whosoever re gar dr Lie* doctrine/ f e ith* 
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r. them 


e. :lj the" but perms \ u to iu \ nc, aor trine o:, isu..-. comp tote 
and inviolate. If vc ccnno-i rttad - this then they demand love 
fr< : in. Cm i . * •' • 3s w.gd:etrig'ad^trgdotrl** 

2gnt o3 th doolrin oi iTSvivf i' > all : ; ' . BJ’Iw * ^apos tle # 

J£V;''g’g y ‘; ; . re’" v. LIT'g&©at- 

. o\ ; *. on ou 2 part want to praise the' 

’ ‘ v: : • . enc oi e th )-• 3 under ci 2 cumcrtanaos be. nog*- 

looted i.-houi danger. but hr 1 0. d im:' t ibb not in the ram: manner* 
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& n ungrateful per eon that it loci but v;e loco the Word; faith, 
Christ, eternal life, etc.*, Therefore,- if thou denies! Got. in one 
articlex, thor hast denied Him in all, because God is not divided 
into many articles, but everything it in every single article- end 
One is in all articles* (Large Exposition to Galatians* St<. Louis 
Edr,9*645 ff*.} 


Luther : They cay that peace ought to be kept; and yet them: 
selves ao not refrain from increasing warfare. as every one sees 
and hearst. c cAlso; they say that it Is a samll matter*«oBere they 
become martyrs and saints*»*Very re 11, because they are eo very 
wicked and. make a mockery of ell the world; I want to apply t Luth¬ 
eran warning, end ssy thus: Cursed be such love and unity to the 
bottom of hell r because such unity not only divides Christianity in 
such a lamentable way. buiTrn addition; in a devilish manner* makes 
mockery and f GOlielane-ss of its misery* * tKo- ray dear tire. none of 
such, peace and love for me* if I had murdered some one 1 e father and 
mother.- wife and child; and would want to murder him also, and then 
ecyi Keep peace.* dear friend, re want to love each other, the matter 
if 1 not so important that we ought tc be divided on the questions what 
would he cay to me? Ch how dearly ho would, love me l Thus, the enthn- 
eia&tf murder Christ, my Lord. and God the Father in Hit words, also 
my mother, the Christian Church., together with my brothers/ end 
would also like to see me dead, and yet they eay 1 should keep the 
peacej they want to cultivate the virtue of love toward me. But ± 
want to expose the enthusiasts, so that every one may see whet kind 
of spirit has taken possession of there, in order the? those who ad¬ 
here to them may find ou> whom they believe and follow, (On the 
horde i This is Lly Body. This le- By Elacd ; Against the Enthusiasts a 
Etfl Louis Ed < S0 ; 773 ff * ! 

Luther; I see that it is necessary to address an earnest ad- 
monition to those whom Satan new begins to persecute.. Among whom 
are some who are cf the opinion that they may escape the danger of 
being attacked by saying; I do not side with that man Luther- nor 
with any person, but with the holy Gospel* or with the holy Church 
or the Kosen Church, in order that th% y be left undisturbed, and yet 
they-, in their hearts, consider my doctrine as evangelical and ad¬ 
here to it. Truly, such confession doer not help them, and it in 
the same es if they auhy Christ* Therefore 1 pray that these people 
take good her;d<~-IL is true, at you value body end soul, you must 
not cay; I cm of Bather, or of tlie pope; for none of these died for 
you; nor is cither your master., but Christ alone, ana you should 
coni era vourxclf a Civ is tier., But if you firmly regard Luther *e 
doctrine sc evangelical and that of “Tit b'd/TTV m T "OTSHg; .. <. Tf 
t ■ qi) ply k , Luth Oftho*j ise you will sir o discard 

hTs cl < • T:t "~t t"- ' I. t i th< d c rin< of Christ. But you 

Ougi.it to sj,OLir. thuf :’ U cihr.:.- iuuhc-j ir l rogue cv a sa int docs not 
concern m:*; but hi: dor !:• Ar r .ir nc/‘ IT can.- it ir the bocirlno of 
Christ* 2 c i yOT cc that th tyrm i ■ - not merely planning to 
destroy Lathor, but t; • deslr< to destroy the do trinej and it 
concerning; thv * doctrine that they aft; cl you arIcing you whether 
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confession end of the doctrine; whosoever, therefore f does not &e~ 
knowledge the aootrine of the church: in which ho wants to use the 
Sacrament; as true, else cannot with a food conscience take the Sa¬ 
crament in this chur ch t . ( Tr aci*de . ca& fl oonsc 4 TVaIther t L e c« { 139, 
note<) 

• 156lanchthon: Ue should know that there must be & public 
office of the"dospel and public assemblies (congregations), as is 
stated Eplu4, And this assembly we should join* of this visible 
assembly we should be citizens and membersc (Loc e the ol* r ed* 1552 a 0 

Vs lther i ho c«, i> 150,, note c-) 
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Rom c 5 : lc Therefore being justified by faiih. bt neve pee.ee 
rjih God through our Lore* Jcair Chrict, 

Col* 5^.15* Let the peace cf Gee rule in your hearts* 

1 Pete 5*14* Peace bo with you all that are in Christ Jesus* 

These four passages give the assurance of the same fact t namely 
■that all believers £ and every believer t is by faith in possession 
of the peace of God and thus in a position to appear before the face 
of God as g spiritual priest* 

Rom* 5*2 C By whom also we have access by faith into this grace 
wherein we stand 0 

Ephc 2* 18* For through Iiim we both have access by cne Sp irit 
unto the Fa.there 

Ephc S # 12 0 In whom we have boldness and access with confidence 
by the faith of Him* 

These three passages show that the wall of partition erected 
by our cine has boon removed by the work of Christ, and that; by 
the Spirit; by faith, we have access to the Father* to the very 
throne cf grace* 

1 Cor * id 27 c Now ye ere the body of Christy arid member s in 
particular* 0 


Bonn 12; 4*5,* For as we have many members in one body P end ell 
members have not the cams officer no vo f being many., are one body 
i n Chris t/ and. every one members o ne of a nother * 

Ephe 5 ? vth Re are memher s of H1 r body , of Hie f lean, and cf 
i. cones • 

As members of the bedy of Christ* v;e are in the most intimate 
fellowship :> with Christ;, who.- in turn* is in the earn:, intimate fellow'* 
chip with" I-lir; Father. In our spiritual priesthood wo arc thus near** 
er to God then any priest of the Old Testament* And it if. ever y 
believer that enjoys this privilege* 

Job 19; 25c I know that my Redeemer live the 

Is« 45.24c Surely* shall one say.. In the Lord have X right¬ 
eousness and strength/, 

Song of Sole i 2,16* Hy Beloach is mine , and I am Hie* 

John 20*28* Thomas an swore d and said unto Him. My Lord and 
£Z God* 


f The life which I now live in the flesh I live by the 

t£ -*th of i.hc f on of God. vt.o If.vc6 me ; end gave Himself for me * 

^ In these five y gee tEe epos fail feature that faitlTiB an in-" 
j^vio.uf 1 thing, tbr t it si Ob r Wc rr.ingr.- of Christ to the be- 
iiev©r f that, he ir the posie; sor o.-; the bleat ing? of the spiritual • 
f^^sthoed.- it bvouyV.fi out very f. t :o ?y, Those blessings aro f pro*** 
epochine tho^bi sir o» such cvirSvaO priesthood,, 
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Dt Si/fiemcntr. from tilt, Cenfccrions or the Church* 

Apolo frr: This faith bring;?: to Gcd ; net confidence in one *£ 
ora rnsrius/ but only confidence in the profiles# or the mercy 
promised in Christ. This specie 1 faiths therefore. by which an 
tndiyiduc1 bcl i oyos that f or Christ*e sake hie sink are "remitted 
him* anQlliaT t or Christ 1 s sake God is reconciled and propitious« 
obtains remission of sins and justifies us* (Arte Iv. Trig!.* 135*) 

A polog y, To believe means to rely on the mercy of God, that 
He desires to be gracious for Christ's sake* Without our merits. 
That is what it means to believe the article of the forgiveness 
of sine (Arti III* Trlgl.* 207 * ) 


only Christ.- the me ale t or f is to be pro sen ted by faith against the 
wrath and judgment of God* If any one think differently- he does 
not give Christ due honor, who has been set forth that He might be 
a Propitiator* that through Him we might have access to the Fathero 
(Arte III. Trigl,, 179e) w " ~~- 

A polo gy: This is the true and simple and clear statement ox 
Paul- in vni'cli the greatest consolation is set forth for pious 
consciences and the glory of Christ is illustrated* who certainly 
is given to us for that purpose* that through Him we might have 
grace, ri a li ve cucnors,. and poc.cc f (Art* ITTJ Tn.tfn tent* TrigI7^202 o ) 

Apolo gy: Ey faith alone we obtain remission of sins- when 
we coni ort 'our hearts with confidence in the mercy promised for 
Christ*s sake* Likewise Paul. Rom* 5- 2* says: By whom also we 
have accoS3* and adds* by faith. Thus* therefore- we are recon¬ 
ciled to the Father* and receive remission of cins; when we are 
comforted with confidence in the money promised for Christ*s sake*. 
(Arte XV c Trig!.* 145.) 


Large Catechism: I am also a part and member of the same 
(congregation of saints}, a sharer and joint owner of all the goods 
it possesses* brought to it and incorporated into it by the 
Holy Ghost by having heard and continuing to hear the Word of 
C-od- which is the beginning of entering it* (The Creed* Art. III. 
Trig!** 691*) 






the Chu:< 


0- Testimony of Prominent Teachers cf the Chu> 

Luther < Therefore all Christian believer: arc the hoi7 and 
epiri'iuu.L pi-iecthood, v?ho ore builv upon this Rock, For since 
Christ if the Bridegroom end kg the bride, therefore the: bride hag 
everything that the Bridegroom has,* also His own body*. (kern on on 
j^Pe17 276. s77"Lour£ Ea„. Gyilvb t Cp< 1013*) 

Luther : The Holy scripture** especially the Rot: Testament* 
tfhere- figures ere no longer employed, does not ■write of more than 
of one spiritual priesthood*-»> The Scripture makes us all priest e on 
the same level- ac has been said, CAnsv.er to the Super-Christian 
fiook of 'fcmseiv St« Louis Ed*. 18.1281 £,) 

Luther; For this reason the Holy Ghost in the hew Testament 
purposely prevented the name gsesrdoo , priest, from being given even 
to an apostle c$ to any other ofiico.- but it is the name of the bap¬ 
tised or the Christians alone, as a name which is innate and inherited 
by Baptism, for none of us in Holy Baptism is born an apostle,, prea¬ 
cher.^ teacher,, pastor.* but v. : e are bom as priests0 (Of the Secret 
Pass’and Ordination of Priests* St, Louis Ed« f 19*. 2.260 1 ) 


F‘< Fleper; According to the Scripture a 11 those in whom the 


[oly dhoT77~' r ‘dfi:s by faith in Christ* vix< all Christians, but they 
icne f are given tin: name "goistlieher Stoner' or ,v Geietliche ,: (spirit' 
1a3 )7 (Gin*is11 <- Logmr.1 11:, III, 521.) 


All Gin k»c tiana, as spiritual kings and pri est s before God and 
the Father* are •' c:.jrej g the rights art duiker a: this prie s thood ,, 

particularly in carr ying o ut the p rovision oj the GrealT Oommissloru 

A Proof from Scr iptui e 

1 Feto 2. 9 * To are 0 chosen generation, c. ro y a 1 pr iesthood , 
an holy nation. 0 peculiar people5 that ye siioul c siicnt fortn tHe 
prates e of Him who hath called you out of darkness Into Tils marvelous 
light 


rveious 


Rev* 1 ; .6 d And hath made us kings end priests unto Goa and Els 
Father* 

Rev* 5j-lCc And hast made v.l unto cur Gel kings and priests ; and 
te shall reign on the earth* 

These passages arc the charier of the Christians; they assure 
all believers of their high position in the eyes of God, each and 
every one of them being invested with the rights of the great spirit- 
ua 1 pr to rj tho 00. 
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the Lord; rorif rhich ere eddr-oretc to all hoi? evens.- every one of 
rhom ie to be- active in fulfill!ng this greet obligeticca cf the 
gpiritut I priesthood. 

1 Pete 4/ 10v Ae every nun hath received the gift/ even so min¬ 
ister the same one to £iiotiioi"{''’cx gooo’stev;aras o: *otic manifold grace 
of Godc. 

Home 12 ; 6o Having then gift;: differing according to the grace 
that ie given to us* 

1 Gorc 12;7c The manifestation of the Spirit is given to 
every ma n to profit rithal„ 

These texts plainly chon that every believe:: 1 has received some 
special gift of grace through the pover"'cf the Holy Ghost/ uhleh hs r 
as a spiritual priest/ is to use for the best interests to the king¬ 
dom of God.c 

Ltettc 18.-17c If he air; 11 neglect to hear them; tell it unto 
the church; but if he neglect to hear the church; let him be unto 
thee as an has then men and a publican 

This is the final step in the formal discipline of the congre** 
get ion.- and the Lord places the responsibility in connection Tilth 
this step upon the individuals 

j John 4. It Beloved; believe not every spirit; but try the 
spi rits whether they are of God: because many false prophets are 
gone out into the voyld, 

Acts 37/ 11c These more more noble than those in Thor sa Ionics.* 
in that they received the Word vith all readiness of mind-, and 
searched the Scriptures drily* v hether t hese things were so.- 

The duty of try!ng the spirits?' of uesuing '.'he precching of 
the Bora of Go;' by j constant comparison vith the inspired account; 
is a duty rhich is laid upon all fahrietiens/ a responsibility t;hich 
they may not shirk-. 

Gem 18; 19; per* I he or him r that ho t: 5.3.3. co mmand his children 
end hir h ou sehol d aftrn him and they shall kooi ’the v.c-.y oT~t EeT'"Lord ? 
to do' juetic o e .nd ;<uugmeirin, 

pphe 6; 4 c Ye fs the ray provoke not your children to wrath* but 
bring the m up in the nurture an a a dm o n ltd o n o :' the L ord < 

2 Tim* 1; 5; G; 15* When 1 call to remembrance the imfsigned 

faith that is in thee-, v.hioh duo It first in thy g randmother Lo i s 
and thy moth er Pun? ce . . „And that from a c lh 3J Y then har’d- Pnom, the 
HofyHGsr ipour-e s7 

Coir 36o Let the herd of God due 11 in you richly in all 
T;ir:dom r t eachin g and admonish!:jg one an other in psalms end hymns 
and & pir-Ttua.. f engs7"* 

The Lord eua-ntr cve^y Gbri? tier • *c.ue to have its. family altar, 
t/here the cniidror era all members of alio household may be instructed 
in tiu to: d of God . Ch 1: ' :• a•. ; 3 e. should use the Word of t 

God for purpoGoc of t ■ it ion and en a our c gernont« 


t?r- 


2 Pet, 2.5, 

or 1 house* &n holy priesthood.. , 
crptable to God by Jesus Christ £ 


J; rtoiic-t; a v , be. .‘i up c rpfrit- 
t o of/c: tv cnir 3 vue: l. orifices, s 


i*k 01 Uc Iw-. J. * 

of God; that ye 
table unto God; 


I beseech you. therefore; brethren; by the mercies 

holy 8 acoop- 


present your bodies a living bi or if tee < 
which is War iViboxiOble seavhoc t 


Phi3.« 2.17«. If J. be offered upon the scorifies and eervios of 
your faith ; I Joy* end rejoice with you all., 

Hebr© 15(16* But to do good and to communicate forget not; for 
with such sacrifices Goci i s v, dlX p Is s. c e cu 

Thus tide whole X:'.TI~c; tny Odd-r^tlanE is to be an expression of 
their spiritual priesthood* But it should bo noted throughout that 
these various functions are never to interfere with the regular office 


of tho ministry; a 
God ’ f in a 15. tut a on. 


instituted by tho Lord„ Uhcre? 


a Christian congregation ericir r 


of the ministry if to be established.- to take care of the 
functions of the ministry* the official acts performed in 


according to 
there the office 
public 
the name 
special 


of all* But this special office is to be considered in a 
section of this monograph* 

Be Statement*' frem the Confer clone of the Church* 

Formula of Concord * This righteousness is offered us by the 
Holy Ghost through the Gospel and in the Sacrament*;. and is applied* 
appropriated; and received through faith? whence believer a have r-e « 
conciliation with God. forgivenocc of sine, the grace oj.’^l-oo, son- 
lb na yd an: ~ m i i -ell p 111' >. xTe f* i 'fixer ougii Use xar a t r orf Art c XXI c 

Form oh/, of Concord i Fruits of the Spirit are the works which 
tlr :1 c: “‘Gob "trrio drella in believers works through the nogen- 

n end which arc done by believer* so far ac they ere regenerate 
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subjection . etc, And there exerciser, arc to be undertaken not be¬ 
cause the;, ere service: that justify.. but in order t- curb the flesh* 
leet satiety overpower us# anc render* us secure and indifferent, the* 
result of tThfch ie that men indulge and obey the dispositions of the 
fie ah* This diligence ought to be perpetual.- becusso it has the per¬ 
petual command of GocU (Art* XV* Trig!*# 527*) 

Snalcald Articles; The Pope exercises e twofold tyranny: he 
defends his errors by force and by murders, and forbids judicial ex¬ 
amination* The latter does even more injury than any executions# be- 
cause# T7h.cn the true judgment of the Church is removed# godless dog¬ 
mas and. godless services cannot be removed, and for many ages they 
destroy innumerable souls* Therefore lot the godly consider the 
great errors of the kingdom of the Pope and his tyranny# and let 
them ponder# first# ' that the e rrors must b e rejected and the true 
doctrine embraced#, for the glCcry ot~Scd"end to the i aIvaticn of souls 0 
Then let them ponder also hoc great a crime it is to aid unjust cruel¬ 
ty in killing saints# whose blood God will undoubtedly avenge*.cBut 
since the decisions of Synods are the decisions of tho Church# and 
not of the Popea ; < * .and as the rent of the Christians must censure 
all other errors' of tho Pope, so they must also r ebuke the Pope when 
he evadec and impedes the true invesiigdtion ana true decilfon of 
the Church* (Of the Power * - * of the Pope* Triglu# 519 f t ) 

0* Testimony of Prominent Teachers of the Church* 

Ter t villi an: Bo you not believe that every Christia n h a s p er- 
mission ITo pjxn and tc establish what is in accordance vTuTTlJodi 
wnetTs ccviducive to discipline; what promotes salvation? (Do coronas 
talthcz #. Lir-che und Amt, 425. note v) 

Luthe r : But let us continue arm prove the came (namely that 
all CHrTatiavr are priests) from tho priestly offices# as vhey call 
if. that all Christians in the same t.ry are pr ies ts, fee these pas- 
sagos. ? TcT are a royal priecuEScu 1 ! ana Rev* 5.10: 1: Thou 

hast i.rc.f u. to be kings and priests unto our- Gcd«I have adduced 


those are powerful and royal prcrc-m Uvom uiow Jlxnrcters of the 
Church Should Bo Choc on* St a Louis Ecu- 10# 1572 c) 

Luther: If they were non compelled to admit that we ell# be 
many ^~rrr.” been baptised# arc likewise priestc # as in truth we are# 
end that the ministry alone is committed to them* but with our con- 
sent/, then they would know# at the name timer that they have no 
right to rule over us. except to the extent thru tic of our own free 
will would agroe* It ic written. 1 Pete 2.9: ‘ Ye arc tbr chosen 
generation, tho royr.l priosthooc —and the priestly nation? Tnore- 
fore t?g are £.13 prirr:fr ; sc man-' of ur v.n are Christie nr „ But those 
whom wo 01 . 3 ? prior. Is arc min is- tore, ( rerventf )? chosen of cur number* 
who arc to perform c.1j office r - ouy ran' And the priesthood is 
noth!] but t eca (> nlrt Thus it 5r stated. 1 Cor* 4 r 2: 

’ Lot a man to aceoiuh of u. • r: of Ur* ministers of Chrir.i and 
stevjardt. of i ir snyr for it. c <■ Cm 1 (eo the B;. by? onf cn Ca ptivity of 
the- Church. St, 1 unr J.d . ?, 'Ol f ) 
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dnairv upen c-nyr. tnr. t there i: re ovhsr 
true which io octtricr.dc d to all Chris bi&nB tc 
no other Baptism tLsr. that which a 11 Gimlet' 
t there ic no ether commemoration of the 
cornu it tod to every Christian rhi cl. Christ 
vence : aloe that there is no other sin but 
.an may bind and loosen: exec that there ig 
y of every Christian; also that no cue can 
.e, Christian; in addition that no one should 
trine but only the Christian! But the so 
nd royal officer* (Ho?; LSinisters SHbuXcT 


lux, he r: These three offices he has given to us alio Because 
He is priori; end v:o arc Hit brethren. therefore ell Christians have 

power end c -omnand to preach and to proclaim God* l* mercy and attri~.. 

buteBi ew« ; aria io step 'before God> in order that one might pray 
for the other and sacrifice himself to God? yet. as St, Paul says x . 
that everything be done in order, that net every one teach in. the 
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is in* a locality where there arm no Christiana.. he requires no other 
call but that he is e Christian? c allied and anointed by God by an 
inner call? there he owes it to the erring heathen and non •'-Christians 
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IT t-a- hr. vc become Christier- thrown this 


Hie priesthood and. by Baptism through a :1th lirve be come 


Priest and 
Lia members* 


v y also derive the m i ght and the pc:.: : to teach and to confess be* 


fore every one tnc bond tliich uc Tie.vc from him; 


every one tccording 

UCty 



cliilonen end. servant £ £ a brother,? neighbor, citizen, or farmer the 
otherc For a Christian may v;cll instruct and admonish some other 
person, v?ho is as yet without knowledge and r;eak ; in the Ten com* 



_ res or 

others ; for that they have solely through Christ*e soorifice- vhich 



arc the true sacrifices that please Goa and 
they are offered to the praise and honor of 
ample to other people (On Fa« 110. 4 c St® 


these 

are r. meet savor*< For 
Gad, and as a good ex- 
Louis Edr- 


1053 £c) 


Luthe r i For it v;ovld be far safer and mono beneficial (namely 
than Tuoriltting to papal authority) that every housefather read the 
Gospel at home And. since the opinion and usage of the vhole nor Id 
ny common oensonv per. nits laymen to baptize, my advice v-oulc. be 
that fethei t to v.V. cm children arc born should baptise these them- 
m.Tvos and thu, . i cr-ording to the doctrine of Christ., govern them** 

■s and tnos: entrusted to them, even though tlioy do not receive 


the- Lord*e fuuor all their lives-. 
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XV . Of jII'jc _ Pub ll c 1 >xe: - c f r: 
v.: r PPieDthtro&T-" 


-e, Cx the Spirit- 


tbe_ eo-called vi: il: lo Chur cl . The power I::. so vested on the""' “ 
b£ sis oi tlie Fact that tils invisible Cliurch (© icicle s ia universalis) 

£e present whore the means of grace arc in v;. •. cm ioor 

of beli evers should amount to only two or three' '{chiles is narticu-* 
laris yepraoaenta t~iWl o ' 

Ac Proof from Scripture* 

liatto 13.1?c And if he shall neglect to hear then, toll it 
unto the churc h (congregation); but if he neglect to hear the church, 
let li£m be xmx-o thee as an heathen men and a publican, 

Sc tho congregation ir c corporate body acting as the final 
court in the case of members who have erredc The congregation has 
the final tj ord in the public exercise of the power of tho l:eyso 

Matt* 10 r 20 • there two or throe are gathered together in Ly 
name { thoro cm I in the nTdct of them/’ 

This ia not a definition of a oongr ega11 oil £ as has sometimes 
been stated, for tho paragraph clearly introduces a non thought.* 
but it clearly indicates that a corporate body as small as that re¬ 
ferred to. with only two c-r t : uv-o assembled in this fashion* lias 
the promise of Christ is: presence and assistance o 
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IJg grvc some., apostles, and come, 
and ; ■ • i :. pastor anc teachers) for 
the work o tin mini a try, for tHe* 

the invisible Church, but this 
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Church on c.?rth is exercised bp virtue of this investment, but 
through the visible bodies known r. s congregations« The fact that 
tho individual congregation is the vnit of tho so-called visible 
Church and wields the power vested in the Church proper will bo 
brought out in greater detail in the rent propositions,. 
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ward signs; and accordingly boar offices in the church (preach* ad** 
minister the Sacrament3, and. bear the title and. name of Christians )* 
neither doer the fact that the Sacraments are administered by the 
unworthy detract from their efficacy* because; on account of the 
call of the Church, they represent the person of Christ*, and do not 


they offer the sacra 
Christ c (Li. c o * 237») 


when 
.ce of 


Smalca l d, Art icie r: And Christ speaks in these words: ITnat so¬ 
ever ye shaillilhdr etc,., and indicates to whom lie has given the 
keys, namely to the Church (congregation): where two or three are 
gathered, together in l.ly name * Li ho vise Christ gives supreme and 
final jurisdiction tc the Church., when lie says: Tell it unto the 
Church*. (Of the Fever and Primacy cf the Fope*> Triglot 511 o) 

Smalcald Arti e log: For wherever the Church, is. there is the 
authoTFLT5~“("conmohirT no^ administer the Gospel* There fore it is 
nooessary_for jbho Churoh to re tain the authority t c’~ca.D , e lect . 
anS^orda'in^ministers 1 'And this authority is a gift which in reality 
is "given tci the "chmroln which no human power can wrest from the 
Church; at Paul airc testifies to the Ephesians. 4. 8„ when he says: 
He ascended*. He gave giftr to men. And he enumerates among the 
gif we specif? lly belonging to the Church pastors and teachers, and 
adds that such ere given for the ministry^ for the edifying of the 
boa; of Christ, Hence.- wherever there :• r o true church* the right 
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C„ Testimony of Prominent Teachers of the Church, | 

Luther: But the third way. which is the right f orm of ovange- 
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Luther 
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a a me 

me. 

.mor. 

the 

t is. that 

wc hav« 

the 

bora 

of 

God 

and 

every Be orament* 


r. to bv c Christian should 
that ttc- arc all priests 
the same power with regard 
only that it is not proper 
for every one to administer theru- unless it be with the consent of 
t he congregation or by e cr.ll of those in charg e. For what belongs 
to "all in common 7 no one can claim For lair is e If until he be called in* 
to that office t (Of the Babylonian Captivity of The Church* st c 
Louis Edc r . 19; 117c) 


Luther : TJho arc they whom he thus addresses? (In I,latte 18 x 13 0 ) 
Is it noY all Christians? Is it not the Christian congregation? *«> * 
The keys belong to the congregation of all Christians and to every 
one that is a member- of such congregation.* end that not only accord¬ 
ing to the pOT7er*. but also according to use and in every nay* 0 0 The 
mini stry of the Word belongs to all in common 0 But the words 11 Bind” 
and 


looseif ‘ are es. 


sntially 


not 


LThT 


ng but preaching the Gospel and 

applying it* For what dees n looser/* mean but to procl&in that the 
sins are remitted, by God? TThot does n binding 1 * mean but to withhold 
the Gospel and to proclaim that the sins are retained? Therefore* 
whether they want it or net* we conclude that the beys belong to all 
in com on; for they are nothing but the ministry by which the Lord 
is turned to use and practise * (now Ministers Should Be Chosen*. Stc 
Louis Edc' r 10 r 1530 ft) 


Luther i To come to c Isaowledge of the doctrine and to judge 
concerning if; is the prerogative of all Christians and of every one* 
and that in tills way that every one it cursed who interferes with 
this right by the breadth of a liair*. For Christ Himself has ordained 
this right in many invincible passages* e g. matt* 7115: fi Beware of 
false prophet: that cone tc you in sheeps : clothing* 11 This word He 
certainly speaht against- the teachers* addressing Himself to the 
people, and commends that it is to avoid their false doctrines 0 But 
hew* can they avoid then without knowing then? And how know them* if 
they do not have the right to judge thorn? But now Ho gives them 


only 
How 


no rig he*; 

'.lO I. ULt.iGi: U c 


but 
Vine r 


the comar d to judge c... Let us come back to 




yr * John 10* 27«, 5: ' i.Iy sheep hear 
By voice; but the voice of the stranger they do not hear* but fleo 
from him. n docs Ho not set the snoop as judges, and commit to the 
hearers the right to investigate?*.* Thus also everything that Christ 
in neither 24 and everywhere says of false teachore- whet Peter and 
Paul say of the false apostles end teachers* and what John.. 1 Ep* 

4*1 says of the trying of the spirits.--does it not all point in 
the one direction- 'namely that the people have the authori ty to judge * 
to test.- to condom* and that with lull sanction* '(Xutixor ’ s Answer 
to"henry 'VIII. StT Louie L'cu, 19* 3C1 i ») 

F 0 Piopcr* The Church at largo is the sum total of the local 
congregatioiif.*" with the addition cf individual believer.: that e.ro not 
organically connocbob with the external church organization*. IThen 
epeak of c local Christian c . y fcion ; uo always mm only those 
Christian* or tl a< beli< r e • : ft ; com} o&< the visible organization* 

Iht> local oong eg Ci ... .- etc. . oi pel; evoic only® An the hy- 

: -itn : nd ©vi3 p 1 on nc t ■ > t of the Church at largo* so 

tbo\ do not form n p. * t oi the 2o<-.;3 conarc option* Tails is tho clear 
o ' : or5; vey 9 (Christ! Ilogm . 13 113. 45 5 f« ) 
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known sinners* 


Ac Proof from Scripture o*r 

ac The fir st group of Passages, of which we print only a for*', shows 
that Scripture a¥s ociateg the term congregation (sickle slalf If~ap= 
plied to a yig fbXeT ent ity recur rot e cl to~~hne~c^Ii> y hjrhLdcality, with 


.ocaT "chur choi« 


Acts 14 ; 23o And when they had. ordained them elders in evevy 
church o c rthey commended then to the Lord* 

Sven at the time of the first missionary journey the apostle 
Paul observed the distinction of the local congrega13.onco These 
bodies were the units of the believers, This agree a with Acts 8* 1$ 
where the persecution of the congregation i-t Jerusalem is described, 
also Acts 15,28, where the elders and the congregation of Jerusalem 
ere spoken of as acting together,. Cp* Acts 3.3,22,, Additional pas- 
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1 Coy , Id. 
into one pic Co.- 


■:i Pi 


together 


< j .. 1 i'j.’'; !.- o*•*. vT.iic. chu 

ana Llj cpcc.1' with tongue IT ’ 
lie reference ic clearly to a service of the congregation at 


Corinth, of the believers tv ho constituted thin ekklosia* Other 



11,16* 2 Cop* 8. 3.9«25; Rev® 1.20c As a matter of feet, it cannot 
really be said that any passage referring clearly to a Visible ek- 
klesia can rightly be associated, with the sum total of Christian"’ 
confessors, even of any one province or country* for Acts 9*51 is un¬ 
certain* and fhil* 5,6$ Acts 15. 9$ Galo 1,15 refer to Paul's perse- 
cut ion of the congregation at Jerusalem* 



_ organ* 

izstion, and that these”are often the ones who cause schisms* divi¬ 
sions* and. l o c t s 

7 ; 21 K h ot every one that s aith unto he, Lord* Lord* shall 
enter into the kingdom of heaven: but lie that doeth the will of hy 
Father which is in heaven* 


1 Cor® 11*19® For there must be also hero Lies among you -, that 
they which are approved may be made manifest among you.c 

Acts 20, 50-. Also of your own selves shall men arise. speaking 
perverse things* to draw away disciples after thorn r 

Matt* 15 ; 26e38c. When the blade was sprung up, and brought 


forth fruit* then appear e d the tare c 
children of tlie Ik.ngdcn; but the tar 


a iso ,»t.fne good seed are the 
*es arc the children of the wicked 


one 


I.iBtto 15,47® The kingdom of heaven is like unto a net*, that 
was cast into the sea* and gathered of ev ery kind* 

All of which shows that hypocritos~and TaTse Christians nay be 
within the outward organisation of the congregation* although not 
members of the true* invisible Church of God* 

Gal* 2 : . 4o5c And that bo cause of fal se brethren unawares brought 
in. who came in privily to spy out our liberty which wo have in Christ 
Jesus, that they might bring uo into bondage* to whom wo ga ve place 
by subjection* no, not for an four, that the trutli of the Gospel'blight 
continue with you* 

So false brotliron may seme times come in* or arise in c Christian 
congregation* attempting to have matters arranged according to their 
false ideas* 

5 John 9* I wrote unto the church: but Dictrophes* who loveth 
to hevo preeminence among thorn, receivcth ur? not® 

Here v. false Cbv-irtian had even umirpee a position of power 
in who cergx omit font j! : wet. in the congregation of the ^ord, but 
not of the Churchi 

Koto: According to there cud other peerages of the Bible, the 
Public; admin.* r treIk on of the gifir which Christ her; given to ills 
(invisible) Church, 1 Go.. . 5* :.;2: f. Cor, 15.5. is directly entrusted 
to the loci j .•:.•; ii thic bo y the promise oi internal 
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command to bring the Gorpol to id 1 the. •. ‘ d (Luke id. tt: cp^Acts 
13 2 ) ic carried out: and in the mian c the local congregation w© 
lineL the fulfilment of the wordr. cl COiriUt conec' ning trihulation 
f ri5. pors© cut den (Z Thoser Id), But a corpornto organisation that 
poe sc- £ see and performs all thin 3 c which Christ hare entrusted to 
Hir ckklesrlg cannot be a none casual or f ortuitour phenomenon. e 
ivone ni a tori cal development. but must be regarded, ac existing and 
functioning by divine establishment and cornier ion. io the local 
congregation the bond liar expressly committed church discipline in 
it£ specific sense.; in its nidet i*o liar, established the ministry of 
the public adninistration of the herd and the Sacramento } concerning 
j t He he .0 stated tint it ia to he found in Christian fellowship* — 

Tnc i the local congregation should bo established reed perform its 
God’ given functions according to d:l inc ordinance appears also from 
the fact that the. decignotionr applied tc the members of the Christ* 
fan ministry in the Bor Tcctamrrt arc correlator requiring & cor res* 
ponding term to gave thorn the proper significance< A pastor or 
shepherd pro supposes a f loci -but the invisible floclc cannot be 
pherded by men (John 10 16), it is included In the visible flock 
(/set c. 20 ; 29); the minister or servant pro suppose a c group of people 
when he serve 0 (2 borl t j the p roa ch c r pro suppose & hearers* hearers, 
uv over, who acknowledge him as* giVer to them by C-.:d (Ko&iit 10 . id: 
do' v lb.lv; Titus l.L); the st eward (1 Cor* d-2) presupposes e. house¬ 
hold. the bishop such as arc. pic coo in his cc.ro (1 Tin., 5.. l.dh). 


In non: of these instance: 


ccrr: .'.ax.ion e::pressco :.n wnese 


tc ms be thought of without a local connection or organization oi n y 
Chrif.tiansc " 


Li Statement £ from tiro Con : ’esr four: f f 


Cnu? c.o. «• 


Augsburg Cos ssionj Thi S 1 their o] ini oil- that the power- of 
th: lCeyl.7 bTTns powor^lcf tl c bishops accord In tc the Gospel* is 
g pc oa con . •of God, tc pro: c the C 1* to remit 
retain sins and to administer 5: aents. : ; : fl tl: cv vund*- 
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•. minis Air of tlo Word’ and the 


pa crane Hr tTuclr ref ore tSo } It lb ’1 1 ..11 *ancF the "cTvXl power 

«5ist not be confounded., The powei of t e Church (occIgf ioctics 
potestas ) bar its own conmiosion ? to teach the Goopo 1’ and id ad- 
mlitigier the Sacraments * (Art >11111. Trig!* * £ b«) 

Sma3cepd Arti olea; Ac the prev ise of the Gospel belong: cor-** 
tainly' and ’ i v imoaio toXy to the entire ch -1 ( ckklcsia ), sc the keys 
tclc:p 1'xiodi toly tc the entire church bo cause the" key £ are nothing 
eiar tir.e.. th< off i c;. r.horoby tbir. premier ir connunicoi r 0 to every 
°n- tb’-’i cu nV cr ‘ t jv.rv a it i rctvO.l.v iLm'Scry that the church 
th ■ . •; thin oh* (Of tlu honor and 

hl'llW o>: of ti e Pope. A-ig> . ; L > :i } 

Tec tlmo)/; of I*ro»aincni. li : eba: . c-j the Ciur-oh* 

il’l'A ' TiV’t tin- L.pc r l,;i- s at ri: cl. r»t into ctiuu.-gc housec and 
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' I'jQt i . r c- evader i-JLy r. •: •; \,c vr. veraor ncv y c.; be~ 

liavers, th© v c:-c. 1 ; ordinance boil 

'labors should be found within the coops of tl ; . conga ©gation* 


Ron* 12; 5* Be war being many. are car, body in Christ, and 
every one m emberr one of anothe r* 

‘T€“ r Giioul*xinBc’‘noted that the picture of a body* with head and 
member- e 5 usee, of the true or invisible Church, is also used for the 
church in the secondary or derived sense. 

1 Pete 2. 5* Ye also., as lively eionec; arc built up a spir it** 
ual h ouse. f an holy priesthood; to offer- up spiritual sacr if iciest 

li would manifestly bo a contradiction if those who are united 
in the closest f e 1 lev:chip of faith in the invisible Church would re* 
fuse to give evidence of fellowship with the brethren* 

1 Cox*, 16*5* And when 3.: come* whomsoever ye shall a ppro ve by 
your- letter e ; : thorn will I send to bring y'oifr' liberalityuhW Jeru¬ 
salem * 

The Christians of Corinth, then* were expected to act in con¬ 
cord.. as a corporate.- body. They were not a chance acsombly or or¬ 
ganisation.* but £. fired and definite entity* 

bi- The pass age a wh ich arc. ne: :v offeree - era those wh ich i ndicate 
the conditions oT member ship in the Cnrlstian congregation in the 

If ■ EH t '- ‘ : " : 

Lfett* SI.. 19c Go yc therefore-; and teach all nations- baptizy 
iny; them in the name of th: Father and of the ai ; c ffieiToXy 

U! iosl “ • ^he iiteb 55 h. nc '- : .r:d.yf‘c r"\f r/ ~vdrTu"TST * 13 floe ’dieciplea 6t 
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by baptising the?:* 5 
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a no 
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03 th ' c' ■ 1 j untc you 

and to : oui 

. c 3 : ■ 

and to 


all that are afar of"fl"“even as man; * h h ' nf ouj ’e. hr. 13 cello 

It la evident that Baptise h the S cr lent of adr.iii sion to the 

' and that child *e.n are spe h ically included; for the promise 
is stated to be aloe- unto thorn. 

Col- 2*11*12* In whom a In: -. . r •. h ■ .-ir- ' :.f. u _ /--h - 

cumoision .made without han ds, is j ufh : g off tho body o:< me. erne 

of the'Tiesfi by uno c• ivcumoneion of uuri.r.tr ouned v. nil} him in bap** 
tisiii; wherein also yc a re risen with Hi:;; through the faith of the 
opera 11 o n of G od* 

As in the Old Testament the mole children were received into 

the Jewish Crunch by the Sr cremont cf oircumoiric-n ; so in the Hew 

Toatament the same offic . is ■ i or c d by tho Sc crament which has 
taken place of the Old Tecinmcnt o?i-oumcicicn. namely holy Baptism, 

1 John h-jrh I -/rite «r-ii.c you. little childycn»_ b- cause your 
sinr are for given for Ilir acm h mix 

T'i-.. m~r •- --■■ h mi- 3- v 1 : 3 the Chur ch is c stsbliohod 

through the j erf I'vcr rr cv a. - • fh • tc hr ,m througn jloj.y Baptism., 
by faith 

2 Tim. r. 3 f . / •'*'■' hr •; ; • ,< ,-.»r h’< ma ) rt • - own tho Ilol y 

r • f ar. ; ' m -j £ . •; ? m-, rh-; ll - j vciioif througli 
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Eplic 6 ; £< 

•ition of tlie Lord. 


c, • < Y-: ; tli€ 


Tlx’" f if onir* ono of the mx ny n 0 . 0 or no r 
if that children musv be taught the ray of 
application ■. 

Oe gao passages in_thie_ group speak of the qua Ilf ications for 
adult membership in 0 Christian ccngr gation* 
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sno ■washed their stripes, and pop baptized* lx and a 13 his* airtight- 
vxvc And when he. hr.6. brought v-hr”' SST '0 IfrcMlourebefore,' 
tncmr and rejoiced.- believing in Gcd vith all his house* 


ho to oh: the in the some hour of the night, 


If an adult if. r.ct 
t hi e Sa or a no nt. a s ths t 
Civ? ictian co:. gregotcn t 


p ■ baptized, it if- essential thru ho 


receive 


1 Cor * 11- SEpSC, 


cm initiation or beginning moiwbsrship in the 


,1 


But let c nan examine h.lmgel.1 
him eat of that bread, end driri 


ana ro ret 


• dr:in::"oi~ tlairnt"cup< Lor he that ecteth 
ant. drinlveth unworthily. catetu end dr-inhctV.. domination to himeelf. 


not discoxuxin r the lam- 5 c bcby t 

TMr ability to examine oneself before per-talcing cj 
Supper presupposes * working la ouladgo of the Ict c. :•■• r 


the Lor- d 1 s 
] id! an 


‘-'“•i x y * —-..-•i-' v - ^ *• ..- — , ~ —— --• — •• -- - • -- 

■ ndxng c: the r <: ' 3mp wion ttp ought by Christy t c p. . .r i ith 
approcif tion of the rcr 1 prv t*:,ncc c-i Christ in the Erchariri and. 
if r -voire- to the Doliovinr mo ft ft the 3.-orb. 1 : bob In 


an 


;■ or-- ecsitinuc " a tore c. fitly 3 3 the eposblos * 
fellowship, aHc :f :.: ".tt ’ci Bread. J “ahn 'ln prayers© 
th situ ■ ' sc it should obtsij ir e t: v Oh] ietian 


ACV t‘ 2- CJ' r 
d or.tr :■ 10 f .nd 
~ ~ ini f if 

'• 0 oion . - ; • 


11 r-e ::bt inf/:r-u -vicn should p*nooee< 


: John 1C lU If there 3 any untc yc • and bring not this 
g ine, re sive hi 1 not into your heu* noitl bic him G-odopeedp 

fo: 1 th biddoj if paegta ker of bin evil dspels c 

r■ : *i it .. id ■ ■ \ j aj r... c ootrlno i-.r. clearly and 

emph ticslly for bidder by God. nonce every Christian must be in- 
formed cm icernir • thv true doctrine and the differences in doctrine 0 


2 l • . c. t'O'. • command you# brothren*. ij t name of 
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of Baptism and 


oj ejusevviiere: uncover oo-'.iovee re nc.c miox, uiig woras aeeu&re 
and bring, (Of -the Sacrament of the Altai c Tr-igle- 761^) 

Formula of Concord: V/e believer tee ch 5 and confess, that all 
the worthiness cl the guests of this heavenly feast is end consists 
in the most holy obedience and perfect merit of Christ alone f which 
me appropriate to ourselves by true faith.* and thereof (of the ep~ 
plication of this merit) wo are assured by the Sacrament* and not 
at all in (but in no vise does this worthiness depend upon) our vir« 
lues or inward. and outward preparations * (VII* Of the Lord*s Supper e 
Triglc. 815*) 

Lar ge Catec .:■ i rnis Qv.tr I do of th is Ch ristian Church ; where the 
Gospel ic" noi,.. tnbre is no'TorgiveiicES; as also tKere can bo no 
holiness (sanctifiestion), (Tho Creed, Art a I Til Triple. 695,) 


just as Christ has commanded* Batt# r . * 35: Beware of false prophetso 
■ 1 Paul c t * . ' . r. tea chore should be avoided and exe** 

crated as cursed, 0-al* X, 8; Titus 3* 10« And 2 Cor* G : 1<L he says: 
; ye not u s v 11; yokoi to/ tli • with unbeliever? ; for what corn* 
muni on hath light with d:: . . • . (Of the Power and Primacy of the 
Pone { Trip!, ; 517« } CompDr< : Ar :■ >lo XII of the Formula of 
Concord: Of Other Beret lor and Soctc* Trsp’U. 1096 ff . f also 777 Q 


of Prominent Teachers cf the Church 

. . $ . 


Luther: I cm a part of Christ ! r Chnrohc lor- 1 have cer tain 

l i f-pr-^r'o ire! gueranteoc <■ name. 3.y« Deptir ; the Gespe-h the Lore 1 r Sup*-- 
pei^ wEich testify that member of Christ « (On Ps« 45* 3.0, 

% r Loui c Lot ; 5*7 *4557 ; ~ 


xOg lx 

lest,) 


Gc Fc i. T? Itl '■ Every L5an by hia soul*s £ Ivation* 

unci to i . c oc •; ■ Lie i oi fd ■ ght creod 

evi thoiv porter.* ; to Cun o the. a. v.her , he finer then* 


flu C), IVid /.I 


at •) . A .w* 





Alt! •. v . it lop as such all memh cr;. h are the ri ghts 

of the ~evory Christian may and should as«* 

. v. as \,b/. situation may reguii ) ye i the ordinary business of 
the congregation in tho work of the kih pi o : . | 9 : | c. "ri iGHby its vot«» 
Irigme mb or ship c 

A 0 Pro of fr on Scr ipture <, 

1 Cor*. 5$ 21-25, All th lng n are yoon'e y whether Paul- or Apollos* 
or- Cephas* or the world* or lilo? or c-eath*' or things present* or 
things to eons: al l are yours * and yc are Christ's,ond Christ is 
God ' s c 

Here tho apostle* in addressing tho whole congregation at Cor¬ 
inth;. expressly ascribes the possession of ail righto to alio 

1 Core 2. 15 c But he that is spiritual .j udge th ell things - 
yet he himself is 3 udg© tiTosT *n o me: 11». 

Since every believer ic guided by the fiord of God.* he has the 
highest form of' spiritual discernment in all things ; and. God expects 
every Christian to exercise thir discernment also in the functions 
of the spiritual priesthood© 

Gair o ; 26*265 Ye are ail the clrll&ron cf God by faith in 
Christ Jesus* Per as many of you as h ave boon baptised into Christ 
have put 0:1 Christ * ’’“inere " nr' ncTdDler” J’or; nor BrcYicl there is neither* 
bond nor free> /there is neither- male nor female; f 0 : ye are al3 one 
in Christ Jesus* 

So the rights of the spiritual priesthood are vested also in ' * 
the women who hr.ee boon baptized rnd are members cf tho Christian 
cony vo ration* 
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.n? But ye have 


no or 


while social distinction?- arc a- -gained by Scriptures; there 
lg no distineticn of rank in it itn congregation* but tho 

rich and the poor are to be repay is! as being 6.1 the sen- level in 
performing the work of the kingdom. 

1 Cor * 12; 7 c The lrv-nifc; station cf the Spirit is g iven to 
ever y man to profit uithalt 

1 Com If: 04* Let 3 •• women lsoep silonoo i n the churches ; 

for it is not permittee! untio th m iTo speak; but tliby are commanded 
to be under ebodianen* as also saith the * 

Uorc- is a restriction \rdc by the lord Himself? namely that 
public teaching and proa chiig* in the congregations; in not per- 
mi ttod to Cl/'i etiU :-i women* 

1 it . 13. 12, 3 r , \ 3 : c fil th all sub 

Jeotioh* But 3 □ ] usui authority 

ovc ? the man buf f b b b . : :• A .*j< 

here ci 1.#e , . . eec*. 1 < / • v 1 ■ ), * ehc. *. l Christisn 

woman is rot to t'i.c 1: r .'bib' 3 ■ dir- •. cf t. >. * v ■ i*ug, tic-.n. nor to 

trl: par i in tb hi; c\ govena : i o, fb tkv cl: In bob v ’ cases the 
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1 • oua] . giveiii grao© To the 


X Pf t o i ; 

the elder t <« f o: 
humble» 

Here Scripture exclude a those from functicnn and pot It lone of 
government in the congregate cn vlio evil3. come under the heading of 
the younger* 


Hote: k comparison of these passages clearly shone that the 
government of the congregation is in the hands of the men. and the 
ordinary routine business of the congregation should bo performed 
by the male membershipc That the ordinary congregation confines 
this function to those mal£ members vho have asked for the privi¬ 
lege of the vote* is in Iceeping vith the Scriptural injunction that 
everything should be dene decently and in or-dor* At the same time 
it should be noted; Suggestions* objections, and protests concern¬ 
ing. matters of vital interest* especially those pertaining to a pro¬ 
posed candidate for the office of the ministry or of any euuiliary 
offico* must be considered in some orderly vsy* and; if substantiated, 
acted upon* even if made by a person not a voter, by a t. Oman, or by 
a person still in his teenso For a congregation comprises all be¬ 
lievers that have gathered about the means of grace in one places 
whether these be men or nomen or children* 

Bo Statements from the C-onf oar; ions of the Church« 
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__ __ _ In acd.'ticn to 

a cknoileogiT that’”tlie'”hG y c bo long net to the pe:. e on 
lar man* bul to the Church, ar many most clear and 
testify*»*Ar the promise of the Gospel belongs certainly and im¬ 
mediately to the entire Church, so the keys bo Song immed late iy to 

the Per or and Primacy of the. Pope, Tr-iglc t ‘ 


necessary to 
of one particu- 
f irm ar- gunent s 


the entire Church, { 0: 


511c 


S m&lcald Articles : p. 
authority “1 c dm mT Tj to a dm: 
necessary for the Church 1- 
and orda in nir.irtors t 


(Of 


r n - 

- u . 


vo:. the Church 5s r there is the 
tno Coupe3 „ T eereforce it is 
• th j authority to cs.jJL elect* 
o r a: :• 1 Fur is: d i ct ion cf the P epe c 


In5 gl c 
Cc Te 


0&*-* i* 1 


Luther: 


tine 

nt 

for;. 

chcr r 

of 

th 

o C 

U..W V.'- 

. nr 

* 

VC 

r cc 

-:sorted 


t - 

_t cmin 

LV> -i- 

f 

cr "da 

• 2t! ; 

. or 

~'gb 



na 

ii’tS 

ly to use 

lie 

r d 

iso 

rot.fon i 

soon 

c 

For 

OVClf 

; o 

era 


hri a the 

mas 

Q 

: 

OCU 

l k 

v om 

a 3i 

can hot 

at 

£• 4 

-a rtf y. 

than 

a 

man 


.th both 

27 c 


c + 

Louis 

Ed 

*> > 

r 

O; 

.1517. ) 


Luther : But it is trvn that with reference to this point (the 
public"'ad7Tihicti : ation of the mac no of (race) the Holy Ghost has made 
an exception 5 tlio car ' c: r ic icr. ch: nen r ano. persons not apt 
lor the of 15 co <M u 
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__ In the ter. T'estamont the- Holy Ghost, through St Paul* 

oraereci that the women nh culd he silent in the church or congre- 

ri i'V'vWi v-.U l» 


g&tion, ana says: -it is tlio caiona oi Wliorar^ l Cor* 14*34; 
although he hner veil that Joel had prophesied that God would pour 
out Iiia Spirit also upon Ilia handmaids. and had algo acen the four 
daughters of Philip prophecy© Acts 21* 91 But in the church or 
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Luther : Boo you might say: If that is true, that re are ail 
priests.- mat confusion rill result? Is there to he no difference 
observed among the people, and are the women also to be priests? 
Answer: In the Bov. Testamentjio priests ought to wear the tonsure; 
not that it is wrong in ItsoIf. if one wants to have himself shaved; 
hut for this reason; that no distinction should he made betwoon 
them and the ordinary Christian person; in this way that all who 
ere non called priests should ho considered laymen, like the rest 
and only a few officials would bo elected by the congregation to 
preach*. In this nay there if c distinction only outwardly, for the 
sake of the office tc which ere ic celled by the congregation© 

But before God there is no difference, and certain ones are taken 
out of the mass only for this reason that they night, instead of 
the congregation, exercise and carry cut the office which bolongs 
to a lie'“that one* has 1 r.c- more power- then the other t Therefore none 
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Luther : St© Peter dec iron nuoh order in the Christian Church 

that the young should folio?/ tho older, in order that everything may 
procoUdr^T'Ti^'hllirX:.t7 ; '“''ci , "'ih :T *‘'tri?li':hhn r .to toward the surer io: 
this wore now observed, there would bo leer need of many laws 
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'~ l For this cause* also thank m-- 
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that believe< 


Gale X-31 him. that is tau ght in the Word communicate unto 

him that tee cheth in all good things* 

Hebe I v ot forsaking the asg ombli ng of .ounc ely es frogs thesiy 

as the manner of some is: but e zb o uting bricFHhd msrl ana so much 
the more- &£ yo eeo the day approacHing* 

passage? clearly presuppe s demand the use of the Word \ 
of God in the organisation of tho Christian congregation* also in 
cocoon £ oLcii.’bliec * v.nc re the \ ere y t in charge cr me ministers*. 

15att« Id. It*-IP- Moreover if thej^ hr other aha 13 trespass against 
thee, r u and tell him hoc lavleo bOY.t.ecr vhee am him a .'.one * if ho 

Lue rf ho nr11 nou 
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neglect to hoar the church ^.ckuroaro)< lev nrr.i lc uiio o thee a 
heathen man and a publican* 


an 


Here tho dia c ih-.ino of mo G-.r rate one j. a cioar-'y vesooci in th 
Iocs 1 church oi con grog. r --.'■g oo oxo ~ c* of oiiu aC'*ca.i.loci v -.arbl© 
Churchc Or i o Cor« b.-i-ioc 
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£. Ic,. r;c*. v.c- er-chcrr you* brothr-eia vara them that 


3,6* Id *15* Xior: v;e coiiiaicxna ycuy brethren* in the name 
' our* Lord Jesur. Chrict* that yc r-it hdror : .you rselves from every 
b ?* other th cjfc_ral • • h disorderly , anS not sifter the tra&itlon wMlloh 
Ee receives"* of us* **,Ano it liny roan obey neb oar rord by tills epistley 
note that jnan ; and nave no company rith him, that he may bo ashamed 0 
Yet count him’not an enemy* but admonish Lira as a brother* 

2 John 10olio If there eerne any unto you* and bring not this 
doctrine f receive him not into your house« neither bid him Godspeeds 
for lie that biddeth him Godspeed is partaker cf his evil deeds* 

These passages further impress upon the members of the congre~ \ 
gat ion as such the responsibility vhich they bear vith regard to 
brotherly admonition and discipline in every form In each case the 
admonition in addressed, to a group* to the congregation* for It is 
in such assembly cr organization that these admonitions are best 
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6; 0*10* let us r.ci be, vorry i n o cllggoinf^ for* in due 
shall reap; if v;o failBriiot * ve Hove therefor 
opportunity;, lot ur. do good unto all men* especially unto t hem who 
arc cf the household of faith f 


Ga 1 2. 1C« On 1; * t lio y v? o\;. Id t h:. t P3 sh ould rors mbsiv the poo r * . • 
the* same viiich I also ?:cs forv.arc, to dc<>~ * 
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Pur": religion and vara of i led before Gcd and the 


Father is fee:.. ■ c v isit th e father lens- and nl&ovrr in their affile® 
tiQ3 and tc l H 1 om e b: ’ uorXcu r 

La:., labile Dlctrihating t o the necessity of saints ; given to 
hospitality c 

1 Therec <L. lldi .. And that yo study to be quiet.* ar.d to do your 
cm business and tc v;c:.*L vith year can hat:.; or v.c commanded you*, 
that ve may r.:. Ik hrrt.-rt'h' t ovv rd them that ere vitheut* end that 
ye may have lccir r ot’TIofhing c . 

f Those peerages cocak not on ay of t s? duty of the individual^ / 
[but cf that of the cohgregaticr a: such, especially the last two 0 I 

1 Coin, Id. ot.dCh Pc:; Got is not the outlier of confusion* but 
of peace* cl in all church:n of the caints,. » „I ct &1 j th ings be done 
dcccntl ?." r.nd 1 n ^ordc; •. 


OU! w. 


v.c men fhould blame us in 


. providing for honest 


2 Coyo C : dO.fl Avoiding• this 

this abuiuk.nc*.. vi 'o' is ad. hurt ro 
tiling not only eight - fflht Of 

me n & 



0C4.C- »#&• £*or though dc absent in the fleoh* yet am I with 
you In the spirit* 3 oying and beholding your order* end the atea&« 
fastness of your faith in Chrletl ~ ‘ — 

TTiiile it Is not essential that a congregation be organised with 
an elaborate xnooliinery of offices. rules* and regulatione*. the Larch' 
who Is a God of order. wants the business of the Church transacted 
in an orderly manner*. 

jEphc. 4y3« Endeavoring to keep the unity of the spirit in the 
bond 01 peace c 

1 I’hesEc 4*9*10* But as touching brotherly lore*, ye need not 

•J* Vi r »- I* • > * r**. •% rr^ ^ "}•**■ *•> ^ ^ f r-\ •'• r*» % •» ^ ^ O /» ^ 1 
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Act£ 14«>27 • Am wl; : 1 WC3 c ' iiurcb. 

■ ■ 1 • . cel bad done T. r lth theiii ; and how He 

-... - C'.OC Oj ... U • . . . 

li is clear that the congregation cl Antioch felt# not merely 1 
curiosity and interest# but a r, oneibility £03 t ■ ■ Gentile / 

congregation! that had beer established n; rev.’ 1 , and Barnabas on / 

the first missionary journey,- 7 

Acts 1G#d f And £ r, they T.cnt through the citiea ; they delivered 
them the decree: .for jbegk: an that tore ordained of tiie^TposTlesancT" 
clears'" which were at" Jerusalem* 

Although the autonomy cf each congregation ran carefully safe* 
guarded by the apostle Paul* lie himself cl: live red tho resolutions of 
the meeting et Jerusalem tc the various Galatian congregations $ and / 
tho considerations of unity end mutual r-osponribility rare strong / 
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he Statements from the Gender cions of the Church 


Sima lea 1 6. Article r ;1 This never the Church is* then; ;• r the. authority 
{oonmie.ncT} to* administer the Gospel, (Of the Pc.xr 2 nd Juricdic-iion 
of the Popeo !rigl«« 5BO..' 

Apology: The Christian Church consists not ale no in fellowship 
of oudvTarcT'higne# blit it consists especially in inward communion of 
eternal blessings in tho heart, as of tho Holy Ghost# of fa3tin of 
the fear end love of Ccdj which f: llorchip never the le c c has out* 5 
■ward marks ro that it can be recognised; namely* the pure docti’ine 
of the Gospel; and tho administration of the Sacraments in accordance 
Trith the Gospel of Christ, (itemoly. whore C ; o:“.*s herd is pure* and 
the Sacraments are achiini stereo. in conformity with the same* there 
certainly is tho Church# end. there arc Christicnr *) And this Church 
alone is called the body of Christ a (Art*. V11 and. VII11 Triglo#227o) 

Apolog y? The true adornment of the churches is godly# useful#- 
and clear doctrine# the devout use of the Sacraments# ardent prayer# 
and the like o (Artr XXIV* Trigl* #10! t } 

A • np logy t Of all act s of v; or shim that is the g reate st# most holy#' 
most no oe as ary# ana liigiio st« uliicH Gdcl hoc rebuirod as the highest in 
the First and"the Second Commandment* namely# to preach th o V/ord of 
God. Fo t» the m5.n5.Gtrv is the highest office in the Chur oh f . lilrto XV" c 


,D.Q UHTJ.L: uJ.y.Jib iUU.LL/ utu; au v. i wj. u v/.-- uwv - o .* ui 

rust also rebuke the Pope when he evades and impedes the true 5 
■ert igetion and true dec is 5 on cf the Chur eh c (Of the Power enc 
ur icd.5 ction of Bichops* Trigl«, 510 1 - 501 ,.) 
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Cc Testimony of Pr eminent Teachers of the Church* 

Lrthor i But lei us continue and else prove thi a from the 
priefitly orf iee-s. cc they call thorn* that all C hri: vian r; cue prlesta 
in the rrme ray ; tor those passages:;. 1 Pet-, £7 Si io are a~Foyai 
prfectHcod/ enc Re-Vc S r 10i Thou hast nc.de us to ho Icings and 
priests unto Ccd, «•*those I have quoted sufficiently in ether boohs* 
But these ere practically ail the priestly officer;: teach. preach* 1 
end proclaim the Word of God* baptise,, bless cr administer the 


Luther : God 1 s Word cannot be without God's people* Again*. 


People 


precious sc.croc", thing, left by Christ. whereby 11/- • oop.co arc s&nctx* 
fled-- that they might exercise themselves and publicly confess that * 
they are Gnrif-tisnc; zz they c'o with tho Word and holy Baptisniv 
(Of the Councils and. Churcher:* of 15£S\ St... Loui' bd.; 16* £274 fib) 

Luther? In thir story- you reo in the first r-ir.ec what forma 
fee I 'd a egeticr should have; s ... in additi nor see a true 


picture c:* a apir.itua3 government* a; the apostle 
They had the* iO.ro of the* souls.- wore, c. neemed c; 


come c :; 
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body and soulj. That is r fine picture and enamel' 
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1 mr 


wiie cnr d: 


they are only servants and etOTrarden not 

men the ehui'ch has agreed, as being one , _ _. 

then they may lay upon themselves irhatevei they want7~s s~£o!g ac 
piety is not harmed* (hut her*s letter to he Xar chihon concerning 
Human Regulations; of 1550* St« Louie Lch161. 101d«} 


But 


Luther ; For if it can bo done without sin and danger and 
without ofTense*. it c e a fine thing if the churches agree also in 
externa” 
apir 

iMpn * - „ V - .- --- - - V 

teachoc us everywhere that no shoul d bo diligent to teach and to 
live in Bgreenien t and harm ony* and tc herare ' cGTIX’isHdriiiony"ana ” 
iicagreements Rom, rjrjjbT^i licm l*10t (Short Confession of the 
Lord 1 e Supper o St-« Louis Ed«. 80*1790 f\ ) 
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Luther . This is a sermon full of comfort for us 
also The iiiae d in these nor as of Christ* men Ho as ye: 


~ cv *» -s 


W/ W- .’O < 


for- tv e are 
15 Go ye into 
For here 


all the v ,or Id- and preach the Gospel to every __„ . _ ... 

are concerned and inc2tided all who hoe:- such pre-r. ehing . no matter 
trhsre they are and her mr; or how feu they arc « For ”al3 the world” 
does not mean a fraction cr two- fcr everything end a 1.1,- mat uiay be. 


all men. 
should 

Ld, ; 11,970 0 ) 


proclaims a. in all pin cer and c-ornera cr vna t:orlo.» An: 
c g*s nor:. 3 c emend to pro a ch the Gospel overyv/here and to 
:o it it also c general command and rule of God that all 
believe this Lord*, (demon cn i.rcansicn Lay v * Louie 

Synod . 3 R i a: • ’ i s 3 istri ct»1897; Xt : £ ; odVc trill tha* 
Chri r \. i ne sfioulc informing visitHe ; c c... 2. c ongreg* tlonss £ c 

03 the actab liniment as 3 r rice of the ministry \ b* for the 

adnilnistratior o£ -the Sacraman c foi th: i: rciae o i Christia 

icy tb.o effective crcrc ire cr cue: it: Lie a ctiv? » 


an r rpm-.n: ; c. c 
Lie c* c- fo: th.o entercion 
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^‘further statementr end tort Loonier my lx, found under proposi-- 
t j. one £ „ 11 • ’ and. 11.. 


He 


02 the Ministe rial Office c: the* Office oi Pi .a ching in the 

I . : r d . i u■ : ~r 7 C ; 

iho public cr crcir : cl the ill: 1 of t?. crugragetl on cc-.nnc.oted 







Ac Proof 1: O ' Sco Aptr.ru 


Kote J: Tu v &j X beXAcver-i arc rpi: :ru- 1 prie-ati ant that the 
Oil* * i. £ w i.C.3 i C Oil Ip."' "u5.CH < Lt t C C'Pp vO‘H VC Uli.'.i* • — C Charge O V« -v oii per*- 

forming the duties of th: spiritual? priesthood c.nd carrying out the 
provisions or the Greet Com/iisaion An public. in the name of ail, 
has beer: shotm in Parte 1X1 ana I\. in propositions 7-lS f inclusivec 
Pa■**-•ticulor enph&sis ought to bo placed upon the feet that liatt* 13* 


Trans- 


p'oC t ^ .vc A[> Be. «» lair onecy,non of notyniacc (Although this T?as a 
special cere, it scorn*? that the principle stated in the proposition 
was observed,/ 

/ cvg t Ana- uhen they had criained them oldens in every 

oh and had prayec trith fasting; they c ojmsandcS 'fUbh tXTvH£“ 
Xbrd; on whom they believed.* 

Tin. T.'crl translated : ordained" in bho Authcr-ised Version is 
c he ire tone in the regular ten for the election of n;.n by having 
1/ votes taken in pu* lie assembly by the raising of hands® See 
? Ccw D, l c .h. Tho r;c;.d is clearly sc used by Ignatius ci Antioch 
'Is the Fhilr.chIphicns. X. 1; To the 1 *.iyrncanr. XI. 2 1 To Polycarp.- 
VI3 2 ) < Aj i he tho a:: struct ion c;' the verso* therefore * makes 
1 anc barn has th subject of the sontoneo# the understanding 
lent V- r th t tl ; oatl a v/or in charge of tlx o loot ion and 
; ' Is ic . dc * • b ’ b th t th congregai ? on voted in the 

manner. •... ;■ ; (Christ!* j . ..l, 510 . • ' lv has been 

sc: : d end : : ; being a" id th*. t Acts 1*1, r* XAvuc 1/5 ray nothing 
ol callin; .. eX gc ting on th pari of i . .. •.: c; - but that 

the s ccourt rather stater at -; :■ and ha./. ; die . d a; at 

Titus toe to do rt the co.r.iand of Paul H ia claiinjd that nothing 


:• sale oi an actircit^ or s cooper tic the oc tion* •~'ut 

Iszthcr c c rcmiiide: if- veil tci:>?r (11.11')* • Ah- hc-Lg'i Paul orders 

Titus to ordain priests; it doe: not I* that } die thii by 
hir; cr.n authority. but that lac Anat::f ? c-d then cccording to the 
cm a lo of the op or. tier through the vote of the people. otherwise 
the nordc of Feu'’ vrould conflict v: : l th 1c of the cpostlos® 5 

la aMItTon it should be not ' that t! i/oro < .• bone sanl g ■ 

In Acts 14j 23 ole :ty t . a vc 1 ■ col ’ \ . on 

^as taken in appointing the elder©* hey 03 transl too clieirotoneiia 
; c ©l0( b; ■•':'• [ Ho a:.: rk t the 3 - - r r t ^rdul'anS[ 

Bern be? elc presbyters _ ■. is, they directed their 

' ction . ■ v ( \ 03 . ’’ j t of. th5 ta. a. ; on 

:.ddr.j: • v j ra leg of Acir ; ; ” ' ' . . ..id; f.al c or a id oration 

°; r . the nc a 6 choa^n, vlnciu djriv- ' ip.-, il.t r*hi r ht ; (s/ut of voting 

vb': vvi'V-.' of 3r"P cr c.)V'r. • M .. * 1 lc rt■ :■ >: t o:T ! .y here end 

I oxcl t : :• .1 ' 1 c on r> t i tuebant 

: ■ J ..' t£c) / 



Gw . 


e.z vhouf^ \ii< A: co ruler dorLr had taken p Ire: on**;-' by apostolic 
au*t orit • . . .«Erasmus has it correct: suf f ragile c 

Altogother false and following preconceived notions oathoiic 
commentators: that it concerns the ihs irothceia * laying on o.f 
hands in the ordination of presbyter!. Besides, the election of 
public minis ter s by vote of the congregation vxs long retained in 
the Church of the first centre foe t r 

Acts 6< 8-e-c Then the t reive called the multitude of the disci- 
pies c«, cT/heref ore f brethren, looh ye out among you seven men of 
honest report; full of the Holy Ghost end risdonu * cAnd the say inn 
pica red the t;hoj c mult itude ; and they chose < «< L 



me 

tii-0 i* l~* V kJ v. ^ -w -W u* ■-/ * - W-. U jV <J *»> V- V.WWW., ViiV V. 

its authority and thus to transmit;, transfer; or delegate certain 
functions pertaining to the duty of all to these men. 


5 f j 


2 C or c 2> 10 To Y.hcm y e forgi ve an ything f I for/; 3 ve a Is o; f or 
forgave anything! to v.nom i lor gave it. lor y ou r- s alee s“ f or ga v e 
I it in the person of Christ 0 

lienee even the e pestle uould not act alone, rithout having 
the authority of the local congregation delegated to him 

be The per eager of the second group speak of the stewardship of 
• ■ c: • and ' i: •' * ■ c fit’ :cf uHe mini air; c: : pul ITc | 

"tlohs dl the the office* 


1 Oor« 4 f 1 : 


man so account of ur< ca cf the ministers 


Os Chr-j r \< and stewards c-f the mysteries of Goo. c , - nno those tilings f 
1 have in figure trar of erred to myself a nd t o App l ies 
you:* sake r < 


J o. 


Ho; crip the apostle in the primary sense oi the term, but else 


hi i. a erf .fan t. v:ho t/ar. for r v.hile pastor of the congregation at 
Corinth; is hero calico a ctererd of the mysteries of God; and 
that on account <. in beheld of tne Ooi anthocre *, 


Lfetto 13. 52 Then raid Ec unto thorn,. Therefore every scribe 
T.hioh is instructed unto the kingdom cf Leaven is 1?he unto a man 
that ic an householder,, y hich brinycth forth opt o f his treasure 
things n on* and old, 
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Wera. Hcr; 2n the ccn^r-c gc 12 c: • c nc cote * * y end b- divin-: right 
must obey them. according tc Luke 20,16 ? He that heartth you*' 
he ere i h It:,, (Art, XXV III* 5yigi<,8E f c ) 

Em:, l ee 3d Artie 1 c; ? Again the Council cf Lice determined that 
bf shops ~ l>c Y'SeV teQ^by *' i he :• ? orn chuy-choc <•' in the presence of some 
neighboring Fie nop cT cl r:verbid 33c came Tret observed (for a long 
time, not only in the East* but) also in the be ri, end in the Latin 
churches? sc Cyprian end Augustine testify* Fc; Cyprian cays in 
his fourth letter to Cornelius i Ac cor-dingly, as re garde the divine 
observance end epost die practice, you mast diligently keep and 
practise that ir else observed among us end in almost ell the prov¬ 
inces? that for c: lebrating cr&inatioru? properly, whatever bishop* 
of the same province live nearest should come together with the 
people for whom e pent or it being appointed;, end the bishop should 
b e chorcn in the .presence cf the peopl e,*- rho klqzCJ. uliy ‘know the life 
el each oned which re nave site seen done among us st the ordination 
cf our colleague Salims, that by the suffrage cf the entire brother- 
hood r . and by the judgment of the bishops who had assembled in their 
presence r the episcopate res eorherred and hands laid’ on him* » 
Cyprian calls this custom t divine tradition and an apostolic ob~ 
servanoe? end affirms that it ic observed in almost all the provinces* 
cccLasily* how can the Pope be over the entire Church by divine 
light when the church her the election***? (Of the Power and 
Primacy of the TppcT^flfiS TTSSTTH^ 

Largc Cg te chi err- ‘ Thus no have two kinds cf fathers presented 
in this’ coiamtnameivC7 fethers in bicod and fether l in office, or- 
those to whom belongs the cr-'-o of the family, and those to whom be- 
longs the ce.ro cf the country < Pc cider these there arc yet spirit ' 
tut a fatherc ? not like those in the papey* rho have indeed had 
thc.mrelver called ihurj but have performed no function of the pater- 
rmil office t For- those only arc called spiritual fathers rhe 
povern and guide vs by the TTcr: c. Gc i * ar Sy * Paul bo acts his 
iather hood~i"bc-i c 1. 1'6? "bnere lie says": In Christ Jesus 1 have be« 
gotten you through tho Gospel* Per, since they arc fathers they 
sue entitled to their honor, even above cl?, etherso But here it 
is be stored least t f c:- the ray which the roc 3d knows fc: honor¬ 
ing them is to c:> ive there cut cf the country end to grudge them a 
piece of bread, end, in shcr l f they must be (as cays St c Paul, 
i Core < f 15) as the filth cf the world and everybody -a refuse end 
footregc Yet there ir need that this also be urged upon the 
populace, that those rho would be Christ lane arc under obligation 
in the sight of God to esteem them worthy of double honor who 
minister to thei- souls., that they deal rail with them and provide 
for them, For that, God in rilling to sod to you sufficient 
blessing end rill not let you come to rant * (-no Fourth Commandment* 
Trig!«,, 6P7«.) 

Cc Testimony cf Prominent Teachers of the Chur oh t 

Clem; nl cf Rem .: r Tc. c on;. 5dc? thr' if ir no: just to remove 
frorii Iheii m*ifrhy ■ hot; the v.tpix-ln*cb by the if o: later on by 



cthei erhncru men rit.h lb- rcnr cnt cf the rhelc Chur ; I. end have 
Xu'. nistered ic the fief) c: "{;n: he*. nuacu Elane, hunlLy peace« 
ably, end disinterestedly, end for many years have received c 
universally favorable testimony* (Iclte: to the Cc- inihi&ru^ XUY* 
Lcko, Aposi oiic Fathers* T< 6d c) 

Ig natiu r of Antic chi It ic proper for you- er a church of God* 
to eppoim ^ clie a' v arbnc csi} c dee: on to go as the smbacoador of God 

j _ .. i rr. ^ rr?r~ *■* 1 v, » • > ^ ^ 


to appoint \ obe ~3 . v -ck one cs 1) c dee: on to go ec ’ 
t o 5tc (To vhc InnleaeJ.phlane* Xc L c c ci ££9*.} 

Luther: In this presage (teati© 1S*1£<?0 
ir.o or tErac* eccembled in the name cf Chi del 
in til things er St o Pet e: end ell apostles c 
ir there? ar He elre cays John Id- 2o\ c ©For ire 
of eld angelc end creatures Himself* Tiho Esya 
hrvc cquel porei# keys- end office* elec ire i 
alone * arse mb led in Hie nemo © (0? the Papacy 


the Devilc 


17* 107i ic) 


) re hear that even 
? have the same- power 
For the Lord Himself 
hove here the Lord 
that they all should 
simple Chid eliens 
at Roms 5 Founded by 


Luther i There ere tre forms of cell into the ministry of the 
Word ©"“'"Pnir'l t acre rithcul means. immediate 3 y? by Ged©i©The ether 
calling it dene by men, and yet the game ic done by God* through 
me ante And that if. e coil of love; or ? ~hen one it colled out cf 
the m ult-it u.d " r e t b 1 chop or yr-oz c he j . concerning thorn one believes 
tEST lie Kos~ vhc^o: a cT“Gca and is a ole to import it- to ethers by 
hit doctrine and prerchingr*o ©The Chi ictien Chur ch alone por.ee csex 
the keys * other-vise no one; although the bishop and the Pope may 
use them* ar men ic rher. the cilice has been committed by the 
cong r-c gr. t 1on. /. paster hex charge c: the office cl the Treys * ho 
Tie p rise 6 f preaches? administers the Sr er ament. and performs other 
officer* Therewith he ministers to hie congregation, not on his orn 
ac count* but on account ci the ccngreget 5 on; for h ir c minister 
cf the rhole congregation t o Them the key i r transmitted* although 
he himself be i lasoalw (Church Pest lie * Louie Edo* 11* 1910©2304©) 

Luther; Theref ere the const era! Sen cf c bishop (parlor) ir 


Just, as if ten brothers* ronr of c king, vith ecu:" rights in the 
inheritance? chould elect one to have 'hergo of their- inheritance 
for c 3.1* although they arc all kinm rnd h r vc c our 1 pone r* and 
yet enc ic given charge to rule, (To the Christian Eobility of t 
Ger man Eel ion> Sto Louie Ed* • * 3 f. f V2 . ) 


of the 


Lcui a 


ic Ed w ic.r;!, > 


L uther ? That is the call into a public office among the 


r; •• ua‘ ning the Christicn roligion, t n" they ro uld faro 

r body* tnd c ell r ot thoi? birhoi tl f uJ h vc T" 

TslTt nffpooTxion of E:< bTTT**^*^ * ? 
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Luther-r T/e des'ra ana propose to exercise end use our- Chris* 
tian Tiber ty et all timec* as far cr the installing ef our public 
ministry. with calling, electing; ccmmic cloning- and dteniisLing of 
our pa stone f cr tlic proclamation cf the Herd cf God and the adminis¬ 
tration of the Se eramentr alone is concerned* net otherwise than 
according to precept and order of divine Biblical Scripture c 
(Constitution cf the Congregation at Ieiesnigo Sto Louie Edo,10,960*) 

Luthers Since a Christian congregation should and can net be 
without the Word of God* it follows strongly enough that the Chris « 
iicns (as a congregation) must have teachers and preachers to be in 
charge of the Horde©HJe must follow Scrip lure and among ourselves 
call and put into office those who are found to poo sees aptness and 
whom God has illuminated with intelligence and blessed with gifts for 
that purpec eoocIf there are Christ ians in one placed all cf whom have 
equal, powers and rights, then no one Christian should push himself 
forward* but lie should wait fee a call and commission tc preach and 
teach in the place and by the command of the others 0 «*Thie verso 
(1 Coro 14*, 40) Is not to be an uncertain foundation* since it in 
superabundant measure gives power to the Chris tian congregation* 
that she may preach* have some one preach* and call a minister* oe 
Ho bis hop shall place a preache r i nto off3ce without the choice* will* 
anOrll' *6 "h~th.c. congra'g^ Tionp'Buh sha IT e cHIirm ham who “lit "chosen 
aiia called By the ccngi egaCion 0 If he refuses to do this* that the 
man should nevertheless be confirmed by the call of the oongregation c 
(That e Christian congregation Has the- Eight to Judge All Doctrine 0 
Sto Louis Ed*,10*1543 ffo) 

Lather-i Since all Christiana posceoc all rights in common* it 
.would not. be proper for- one to place- himself at .the_ head and to 



be turned into a Babylon* (How Minictors of the Church Are to Be 
Called and Installed* SI * Louie Ed t * 10*153? *) 


Luthers Oui cf the whole macs of Chriat 
\To rule others f when God gives specie 


Ac Sto 


w ho are ___ 

so'' "that r they* arc fit I r o r the office * 

* f Ec. gave sc me*, e poetics* and cone* prophets 
and some* pastors and tcccherc* for the perfe 
that is* those who are previously Christians 
that they be fit for the work cf the office c 
that the body cf Christ* that is, the Christi 
bo edified* For- though we are all priest a. y 
not on that account- all prosoh or teach* and 
be separated and crlied cut of the mult itu de 
Bo^entruFoe^c T* XfapoT: :Ction ex' * Pa * 1*117/<u l * 


ian.:, come must be taken 
1 gift's ttna^wEe ability g 
Paul ccysr. Eph 0 4* 11 f , 12? 
and soman cvangelicisi 
cling of the saints** 
and baptised priests* 
r ccrvics* in craer 
an c enginega tion or churcl 
et t;c cannot and should 
rule l but soma met 
to whom this cTiTao may 


Luther i Evei'y blthop c-r psefo: h- c hit: de finite dior-G ne or 

pari rnr which IIT j. cEoFT - i c't?.6*^ J, for ’BielTroi Son c iTs^cjLores* 

tnht~i£r p;:-tr f a true •; c every cue if. ccm:.i ttsd hi a pari oi the 


pc ople* a: St „ Pcu *• e 1 r o v i 1 to r 


Tit uc •- in which no other- or- 


rtT&ngei\<- vithcuh li£s knowledge end consent ; should da 2 *c ic teach 
hie parisll oners- either pri vately ti public !y© (E?;ror515. on of 

Ps e 82 e 4o Sto I'buic Edo*5{ 721c ) 

hut he r: *'hs pa a tor ic in charge of the pulp it f cf Baptism* of 
the Sacrament f • and the care c£ souls ic committed to him© * ©Theref ore 
it must he esi 6% Either bring evidence cf your call and command to 
preach; or hold your peace. end dc not preach* For ii is called an 
office ? yea, the office of the ministry« But no one may ha ve an 
off i cs exce pt and rith o ut a commend and call © ori’ScEieicHorn 

una Ipr-e vigorn © SvT ^ouio Edo"* £0* lfefe‘6 < 166£.) 

Luthers I may teach at home? but for all that I am not a 
public-preacher* (Training Addressed to Lorens Castner c ^to Louis 
Edt * 20 P 1759 o ) 

Luthe rs Of this every one vho rants to be regarded es a 
Ghrlsl'iah may be sure* and should re 13 consider the pointy namely 
that re are all priests in the came ray.- that is. that re have equal 
porer in the Ford of God and in every Sacrament t but in such t 
ray that it ic net proper for any one to make public use of this 


\ S' + C t-Ii UXA»v » VV, P Uw j- S.- * *'* v V - W-..... w* •. J —vv. --W- i- ‘ v v« 

Office of the Eeyc;)h i dminiov.cr end exorcise i hem.-* in behalf and 
in the name of the Ibur-oh.* c: >vtho: by the 5nci-ituiion of Chpisi 


and agree to ft* TThere thou c-ectb thlc : - \hau mrycci bo sure that 
Cl:Jd people and the Ohrictien. holy..pcoplc i s to be found thereo 
(Of the Councias cur Clm.'ohcs c S<. »> ^~'cwr Ldt ^ c i 

Johannes Wigunds Every clroi ch in c"e:*y plcoz* that ic./ the 
rholc “asDefubly/ cl*The laity as ttcII as of the clergy* has the 
pover to elect c to rail; and to ordain able mint store of the Church < 
Tills is e3ear from the testimonies concerning the p error of the 
key B f fer the keys arc given to tho rholc Church,. (Centur ©I*805 o 
Quoted in TTsKhcr, Pa store It heclogic< S? 1 t ) 

Pi epor v So far as the expression ir concerned that the con- 
grogaTi ons ‘transmit (uebertragen) the of f ice to fitting per gone 
through tbo^ceTj f 'lx ir. c mattes of sir p: ir. thet- it hac been 
attacked even by Put )■/.rant c The emurar.-f; on mv-T be designated as 
adequate/ at lo: g an the c ec h:»rr> cf r c-:*; him if hold* namely 
that the Fed and t-V S.■f.Vu&csrU tgT.*-, by Cr-vir! to all 


Christir.ns fc> the: pease::::.ion and nr-, If the further oonoscsi 
m dc that fv.rc f rr eff-r r mono; the hr fat*'ms in rhfch 
individual pcrsc-.ir.; i be si, , . h, uu h : . , vc the congregation 
Peru and Sac: arnonh. then th:*: cffhc a; n n toric lire only by 
If sn smfr f lcn» Even In a: ch g v‘ r Mil: cr. the T evangelical do^« 


vf the further ccnc-scrlon 
hr i;*t *' r • is in T.hr* ch 

. : vo the congregation rith 
t orielh i : c only by 




trine- hsJd by the Church'- ? 1 In Clir-iet ana in the congregation Is 
the source cf ell church power t Hence every church office ie only 
delegated (transmit!ed), in the ease of an abuse fa Hr back to the 
congregation* and in c case of emergency every ministerial act can 
be performed by the individual member of the congregation 0 ,:j T*o this 
we add that the expression n transmission* has been abundantly used 
by the old Lutheran theologianso~«Brens. (Expos* of John 20)? Th$ 
church has its ministers* to T.hom the public ministry of the Gospel*' 
that is* remission and retention of sine is delegated c ««-Pelylc&rp 
Leyser (Earmony of the Gospels)? This poorer- (to loosen and"to bind) 
is* Mathc IS* IS given by Christ to the church* which can delegate 
it to pert one who are rightly called for that purp os e * ~~Hue- Is emann 
(Praelect 0 in libr© Ccnc ) caya that the power cf ordaining is vested 
in the congregation and is given to other persons only by transmission© 
--Balduin (Tract* de case conce©)?, As the keys are given by the 
master to the mistress cf the house* thus also Christ* as the Lord 
of His house, which is the Church, has given the keys to Els bride* 
which transmits them to her servants* who are called householders 
or stewards cf the mysteries of Code (Christie Dogmatik* 111,522*.noteo) 

Walt her ? Since the ecngreg£ticn c 0 e has the keys immediately*, 
therefore it is she* and it can bo only alio* through whom* that is* 
through whose choice* call and commies5.on. the office of the 
ministry* which publicly administers tho Office of the Keys and 
all priestly offices in the congregation; is tronciifitsd i delegated) 
to persons who have the required ability(Hir-che und Amt* 24.5o 
Cfc$15 fc) 


The office of the Christian ministry is thus clearly diet in 


clearly defined^ 

Ac Proof from Scriptureo 

t 0 Wc keep in mind, first of all* the Greal Oommission end the 
spiritual priesthood cf ail believerso 

Ms tto 28* 19,20 0 Go ye * ther e f ore* and t each ell natio ns* 
baptizing them in the name of the Father* and cf~thc Son, ana of 
the Holy Ghost* teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I 
have commanded you, 

Mark 16* 35c Go ye .invo all tho worl d, and p ro a oh the Gospel 
to every creature * 

1 Pete. 2 , 9 t . Ye are a chosen generation* a royal priesthood* 
an holy nation* a peculiar people, that ye should sh ow forth the 
prairie of Him who hath cfiled you out cf dcr knees into ills marve*® 
lore lighu o 


Hevt. 1,6, And lr th made us kings cnc". priests unto God and His 
Father, 




1 . We no that Sc: tu ope Df sf . servants; In charge of 
ri ff < : . me a the j t to rs" aha ter she re 

' flic such m inisters on the gameT* 

*Tc v c J. r,i ih i heraseIve s i 

• Matto 22 9 3»4« He sent forth His servants to call them that 

mere hidden to the redding; and they rouIcThct come< Again* He 

cent ic: th other servants* saying* Tell them which ere bidden* Be~ 
hole.* I have prepared L!y dinner o 

Kc.it* 2d* <.5o Uic then is c faithful end wire servant <■ whom his 

Loi d hath made a ruler ovc: His" househol d To give them meat in due 

season? ' ~ 

Luke 12* dlo Blessed is that servan t*, shorn hit Lord rhen He 
oomet-h shall find ro doing 0 


J ohn 

21- i 5'- i V t > 

reed Ky lambscocFeed Ky 

she ei \j o c f e 

ed Ky sheep c 

Ephc 

4,11 o And 

Ho gave t ce 

apostles* 

and some. 

prophets $ 

s oma v 

evangolist 

^ < r nr. r* r .'y.'- 

nortors and 

teachers c 


u S. c 

4/h All 

>—t c I o 4 r* fihr 

* 1 J t Ok W ' ■— -- 

11 Ty civic us 

declare unt 

o you* who 


ana s 


in the Lord 


Pliil, 2*25c Ycv 1 supposed it necessary tc send to you 
Epaphrodituc. my brother' and / or nery on In Ichor.- ami feller soldier *' 
but your nee songeih 

j Cor c 4*1,6, let a m:n sc account cl us* as cl the mi nisie ra 
c l Chris t, and stew a rds el t he mysteries c l G od c «, v And these thingsi 
l\ pen* ] h ve in c 1 gure traricTerred to myoolf and to Apollos 
to? your carer < Chopi l : 3t Paul called vc be cn apostle cl Jesur 
Ciii-ist through the mill of Cod. end Seathence cr brother o 

Oc We nc ' that the B ibl e distinctl y sp eck of a special oall in to 
This office* a s* The' ministry of The I:.. stamen 

Rome 10. 15o Hoc shall they preach* cncert the y be cent ? 

1 Cor-c 12,26c21, Gcd hath set* come in the Church* first 
apostles., secondarily prophets, Thirdly tcachere? after that miracles 
then gifts of healings., helps* government:. r diversities cf tongues * 
Are all apostles? are all prophetc? arc all teachers? 

Rcb. 5.- 4c I T o man va botb this unto himrclf r but he that 

is cal led of God7~sr r;ac Aaron® 

James o* 1U l r y brethren, b net my ry me store (literally* pollo i 
dldarkoloiy meny tecchert}, is* -tr i-ng thet t~T shall receive the groaten 
Tonoomnatlo: - , 

d_t That Ur. ministry cl th Vo: d if n cilice; instituted by God_ 
cppTtrt bite the apccdil cv 15lice 1 c it r nl fuiTctionc t.lilch are 

Tpolccn of in Scripture, at’ peri living Uc tlv incumbents of the 

erne* < • • 




Eplic £,llti2c /.rid Eg gave £ome.« epost3.ec; end some.- pre-phets| 
end some* evangel! sic ; end rone* pari o re end teachers r for the per¬ 
fecting of the saints * f or the i:orF~oT"'Irilnfstry * for the edifying 
of the "body of Christo ' “ 

Acts 20 # 17 o 28o And from Miletus he sent to Ephesus* and 
called the elders of the church c - c c Te he heed therefore unto your selves f 
and to eTIT the 7 £ lb ok* over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you 


overseers* to feed the 


much 


mrchaaea wxi 


Colo 4* 17 c And cay to Ar chip pus* Take heed to the ministry 
which thou hast received in the Lord * that thou fulfil il c ^ 

1 Time 5c 1-7 o This is a true saying* If a man desire the 
office of a bish op* he desireth a good work© A bishop then must be. 
blameless* tHe" husband of one wife* vigilant* sober* of good, be¬ 
havior* given to hospitality* apt to teach ? not given to vine* no 
striker* not greedy of filthy lucre; EuT~patlent* not a brawler* 
not covetous; one that ruleth veil hie own house* having his chil¬ 
dren in subjection with all gravity; (for if a man know not hem to 
rule his own house* how shall he take care of the church of God?) 
not a novice* lest being lifted up with pride he fall Into tlie con«* 
demnation of the devil* Moreovei he must have a good report of 
them which are without* lest he fall into reproach and the snare 
of the devilo 

Titus 3.*.5b-So Ordain elder r in ever y city*' as I had appointed 
thee* if any be blameless* the husband of one rife* having faithful 
children not accused of riot or unruly e For a bishop must be blame¬ 
less* ae the steward of God: not self-willed* not soon angry* not 
given to wine* no striker* net given to £13.thy lucre; but a lover 
of hospitality* e. lover cf good men* sober* just* holy*, temperate* 
holding fact the f i ithful word ac he hath bean taug ht* that he may 
bs able by e ouua"aocuYne both vo exhort ana convince the gaincayerso 

1 Pet e 5,1-5 0 The elders which are among you I exhort* who am 
also an elder* and a witness cf the cui re rings cF'Chrict* and also 
a partake! of the glory that shall be revealed $ Feed the flock of 


g ensample s to 


the flock 


u The passages of the last group cl early chow that the Christian 
fohSega tion and the Christian mini stry are correlates* that normal 


^congregation ana who Christian ministry are correlates* tne^nornai 
conditions, in keeping with God 1 a Word» will find every congregation 
with its pastor of* ministero 



i rr-vr. c 5 < v;^y { Tt\ tbe_r.3c]cr y \hz\ r ole we 13 be counted worth y 
of double honor * er.pt daily they v ho labor- in I he Word and d octrine P 
’Fa £Ke Iciipimv r-if In Thou she It nct~r:u£rXe the "cx iliaV Frdadeth. 
oui the corn* And. tie laborer 1c verfhy of his retrrrdc. Agsinst 
cn cldci receive not an so onset ion* but before twe or three witnesses 




T'Mc passage clearly presupposes the relation of tc: ^negation 
and pastor-, lor two parties cro spoken cf, and certain duties of 
the one toward the other arc named© 

1 Cor© 9*14© Even so hath the Lord ordained that they which 
preach the Gospel should live of the Gospel© 

Here again we are dealing with an office evidently in charge of 
the congregation© 

Galo 6*.Go Lot him that Is taught communicate unto him that 
teacheth in all good things© 

lOeo in this passage the distinction between the teacher* on tht 
one hand r end the pupil* disciple* or catechumen*, on the other hand* 
is plainly taught© 

1 ThesSo 5*12o13© We beseech you* brethren* to know them which 
labor among y ouc end ere over you i n the Lor d* and admonish youjT^ """ 
ana to esteem them very highly In rove for their work^s sake c 

Hsbr-o 13*17© ^bey them that have the rule o ver vou* end submit 
yourselves* for they watch f or your cou.irT as they 'that must give 
account; tliat they may do iv with ’joy* and not with gpiei $ for that 
is unprofitable for you© 

Ec Statements from the Confessions of the Church© 


For mule c f Con co r d; 
ureaohed and hear do‘‘“(Art© 


The ministry cf the Church* 
XII© Trig!©,1101©) 


the Word 



Smeloald A r ticl es; Chri s V' s e nCi.s forth His disciples on an 
ecue 1 ityrin'tHoui any distinction so that no one of them was to have 
more 
dr 

Horn the gene: 
the Pops © Tt igl © i 505 f ©) 

Au g sbur g Confess * on i Of Ecclesiastical Order they teach that 
no one should publicly reach in the Church or administer the 
Sacraments*'unles3 he be regularly called© (Art© XIV © Triglo*49o) 

Apology8 Per do we have another p:-io nthood like the Levitioal* 
as the Epistle to the Hebrews sufficiently * caches© But if cr« 
dination be understood as applying to the ministry cf th© Word* we 
are not unwilling to call ordination a sacrament © 0 ©For the Church 
has the command to appoint ministers* which should bo most "pleading 
do ulj because we Imoi; that God* approves this ministry* end is 
present in the ministry (that God will preach end work through men 
and those who have been chosen by men)© And it is of advantage* 
so far ec can bo done, to adorn the ministry of the Word with every 
kind of praise against fanatics3 ^men* who dream that the Holy Ghost 
is given not through the Word* but because- o: certain preparations 
of their- own* if they cit unoccupied and silent in obscure places* 
welting for illumin. tio:n (Art© XUI© Trrigl©*311« .? 

Apolog yi Therefore the b i shop has the power of tho order # 1*®** 
the rnhilv;^ of the Word axicTIiedV-amentn ;*Ti lias also tho powai* of 
jurisdiction* i © cl, "The eutr*brity‘ to'ernc o.nianicsfo those guilty o* 
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open crime £* end again to absolve thorn if they are contorted and 
seek absolut ioiic But their pore:' ic. net to bo tyrannical. 5 t e o; 
Trillion! a fixed lac; nor regal. i c e above lai;$‘but they have a 
fixed commend end c fixed Word cf God, according to which they 
ouglil to teach,, end according to Trhl oh they ought to exercise" their 
jurisdictiono (Art® XXVIIIo Triglo,447 0 ) 


Co Testimony of Prominent Teacher a of the Churcho*- 

•K'Compare also the material offered in the elaboration of 
the preceding proposition^ 

Luther i It is true* all Christians are priests* but not all 
pastors! For in addition t-o the fact that ho is a Christian and 
b priest* he algo must- have an office and a parish entrusted to him 0 
The call and "command makes pastors ana preachers^ (Exposition 
of PSo 82* 4 o Sto Louis Ed c f 5 f 722*) 


Luthers For althougli they are all priests* yet for ell that 
they can and should not all preach or teach* and rule; but certain 
ones mast be separated from the whole multitude and calle d * To whom 
the of f ice ir ooinnitte d c And he who is thus in charge* is not a 
priest on account oT tEo office (as ell the others are)* but he ig 
a servant of all the others 0 And when he can no longer preach and 
serve* he steps back into the common assembly* commits the office to 
some one else* and is no mors than any ordinary Christiano Behold* 
thus the office of preaching or the ministry must be separated from, 
the priesthood cf all baptised Chris!Iansc For such office is no 
more than & public, service*, irhich la committed (delegated) to one 
by the whole congregation* vino are all priests at the same tiine*> 
(Exposition of Pc. 1IC.;4c-5c Sto Louis Edo* 5* 1037 f t ) 


Luther i Therefore every Christian'has the poxexcooio retain 
the crmT’&nd to remit theme I hear* then* that I may hear eon« 
iesslon* baptize* preach, administer the Sacrament? Ecu Sto Paul 
says* n Let all things be done decently and in order J If every 
one should rant to hear confession* baptize* administer the Sacra« 
rnsnt*. hoi: would that be proper! Also* if every one should want 
to preach* who would want to listen? If vc should ell want to 
preach at the same time, it would result In a mixture of noises* eg 
in a company of frogs & Theref ore it should be done this way that 



Hooneokos V/o are here dealing of the ministry of the Word in 
its concreTe "epper.raneeo Of this office in its concrete sense 
Scripture teaches that it ex5.nts by divine institution (1 Cor 0 12 p 
28; 2 Cor*o 3*18? lore 5, 15; Joel 2,2S'? and indeed it is said not 
only of God in. general* but the inn?itrt: on of the office 5c prod** 
lor tod of the individual parsons cf the 2 dhord, of the Father 
(Bobc 1*1? Gel, 1*16)* of the Son (LV11 <• 19* 1? Lulce 9*1; Kelt© 28* 
19; Mari: iGc 15? Epho 4,11* John 20*,21? 1 Ccr » 1 * 17 r 4 ; 1*2; 2 Cor© 
5*20)*. of the Holy Ghost (Acts 20*,28? 1 Cc: , 12*4 S)o (Evo-Luth e 
Dogmatik *, IV*. 175 f c ) 
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Note: A careful compari sen of ell packages concerned urges 
tho conclusion upon that tho office of the ministry, as an 
office of the lor a 1_ c engregc t i orl« is derived from the, general, call 
of__thc ,ap os tie s- as oui Confession puts it c It is God^s will and 
command that tho Gospel is to he proclaimed in the c ongre get ions p 
in the public exercise of tho ministry, by men who have the neces¬ 
sary qallfications. This clearly follows from Titus 1, 5 and 2 Tinu 
2, 2, for those passages do not merely contain a bit of apostolic 
advice, but they belong to tho pastoral theology of the Lord and are 
binding upon the Church of all times 0 

16 c 

Uhilo the ministry is not a hierarchical division of the Church, 
being properly eh office of serv Tce, i t~~Is~tlie~~RlghestTjaTf1ce~~jh~ bhe 
chu rch, f rom wh ich aXl oth e r cong regational' offices' are derived 0 

Ac Proof from Scripture» 


John 15, 15-15c Ye call Me Master and Lord, and ye say well* 
for so I am. If then I, your Lord and Master, have washed your 
feet; ye also ought to wash one another f s feet* For I have given 
you an example, that ye should do as I have done to you c 


I.lattc 25. 8o 10o Bui be not ye called rabbi; for one is your 
Master, even Christ, and al l ye are byet h r-e n...lieither be ye called 
masters; foi one is your Master! even fcnristc 

TThlle in the Old Testament the Lord had actually established, a 
special class of the priesthood as a hierarchy, the first-born of 
the people being so designated at tho time of the exodus, Ex 0 13, 

3. 12, and their place being supplied later by Aaron and his sons, 
together with the whole tribe of Levi, Ex 0 28 and 29; 32, 23 c 29; 
Bum, 3, especially v 0 45, there is no such distinction of rank or 
'station in the Few Testament Church, for Christ alone is the Head, 
the Master and Lord, The claim of the pope that he is Christas 
vice-re gent on eer-th is the great lie upon which the papacy is 
founded? Any distinction between "clergy” and "laity" is not one 
of rank or station, but of office alone, and this office properly 


ueci 
ank 
mini sir; 


of service at that 


John 21, 15-17 o Feed My lambs»*.Feed My sheep.». Feed i.iy sheep c 


Colo 1, 24c25c For His body f s sake, which is the Church, whereof 
I am made a minister, according to tho dispensation of God which is 
given to me for you, to fulfil the Lord of Godo 

2 Coro 4, lc Therefore seeing we have this ministry ,- as we have 
received mercy, we faint note Cp.chapt.3o 

1 Cor. 0 , 5o Uho then 1 s Paul, and who is Apollos, but minis¬ 
ters by whom ye believed. 

Eph. 3, 7 o 8 o there of I was made a minister , according to the 
gift of the grace of God given unto mo by tno elf e dual working of 
Ilia power o Unto mo, who am lor a than tho lead of all saints, is 
thin grace given, that I should proacli among tho Gentiles the un¬ 
seal cl iab lo r 1 c he: of Cl it i n t. 


1 Cor-c 4 1 lo lot a man so account of us, as of the ministers 
of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God 6 
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File ec. passe ge c c le ar ly a pc s 1 r c f i he re xk £ i: \ a: c' r sarvice 
of Christ in behalf cf the church c /no Chit fee’ remains true* 
even though the office ic that cf ever seeing, directing, end ruling* 
Thereby it becomes the highest office in the Church t 

Acte 20 f ®3o Icke heed therefore unto yourselves* and to all 
the floe I; over the which the Holy Ghost hath made you overeeersT 
To Se cern he church ci God* which Ee hath, purchased wiihT3V own" 
bldoho 

3 Tim* 5* 5 o If a man know not ho z t o rule hie own house* how 
shall he take cure o f the chur-cli cf God ? 

1 Tim 0 5* 17o Eel the tha i rule well be counted worthy 

of double honor t especially uiey who '’labor on The Word end doctrineo 

Titus 1*6^ For tills cause left I thee in Crete* that thou 
chouldeev r et- in c? de' -- the things that crc rantin g- end or as in ciders 
In every cYtyr os a Baa appointee, thee * 

1 Peic 5* 1-5c The elderr eraong you 1 exhort* who an also an 
(Slder c o ©Feed tlie flock which is among you. t aking the oversi ght 
thereofcTcneither as being lords ever Gcd. fc L~hoifiege f ~’but- being 
c ns amp Ac e to the flocko 

Eebc 15*1% Obey them thri have the r ulo^ ever you,- and submit 
yourselves* for they wet eh for you souls* ac they Chat muct give 
ec counto 

Ft Statements from the Confessions cf the Chur die 

Apology:. For c" all rets of rorrhit th:t is the greatest P 


AgCiogyi re; c:> csj mo c; i;c: ani vn: v or vne greavesu 
most SoTy* most necessary* and highest., thick Go: has required 


p 

flee 


1kHmorleuge ''of God r the dcctyino c:‘ 'h:fri*. or the Gocpsui 
Eu\ the chief service; cf ted is to teach the Gospels vArio XV 7 
Trig!c * 527c) 


Aptlcgys V tv >gic * in Greek* really denotes an office in which 
c per sen mfrhsiorr t mal ic c on mega if on ; Gnis is well applied to 
our teaching.. Be caucsT"with us 'the" prfc ci , as a common servan t of 
those who rich tc communej ministers tc them the nexy Sacramento 
(Art c XXIV c Trigl ti dl5c) 

Smalcald Art5cirri therefore the Church can never be better 
governed and pro l erveu than if we a?. 1 J *vo under cne head* Christ* 


throughout all Ghr i 1 tend era. uni f 1 thf rc}\. raised hit heed above alio 
(Pert II*.Arte 3V© 5V5.glc*h7t fo' 




Scic.‘l!.c t id _ A yf * c ler & Tnc c.X;c: of the mini ctry proceed* from 
the gerc:Z?,' cFIXT: "The &j esi lee.; end it 5,c no* necessary for all to 
hevo the eel? or confirmation of this one person. Peter alone* In 
3 Core o f 6 Paul jns iies n inirterr c our 2 e (OX the Power and Primacy 
of the FopeT da Igl'i; S07c) 

S ms 3 c a?d Ar l5 r3cr r, The Gospel resigns to those who preside 
ever TimrcHT "vhc’ command to teach the Cor pz2 r to remit sins* to 
aoiiiinister tBe Sacraments* end Decides jurisdiction*, namely*. the 
command to excommunicato those whose crimes are known, and again 
ic absolve those who repent 0 And by the confession of all* even 
of the adversaries; i\ Ic clear that this power by divine right ic 


teacher in the apostolic letters that a 13 who preside over churches 
are both bichops and elders ( and alter; from TXvur 1$ 5 f c i For this 
cause, left I tlicc. in Crete- that thou chouldest ordain eldere in 
every city (and afterwards calls these persons bishops)o Then he 
adds i A bishop must be the husband cf one wife c Likewise Peter 
and John call the rare Ives elders (or priests 5; 1 Pete 5, 1$ 2 John lo 
o«oJerome teacher iha\ 51 is by human authority that the grades of 
bishop end elder or pastor arc distincto And the subject itself 
declares thla # bees use the power (the office and command) is the 
came* as h: has cold above<, But one mattes afterwards made s dir® 
tin aidon between bishops and pastors, namely r cr&ination f because 


Con c;or-d ♦ T.’a be 15 c ve 

<• teach- and c 

o gat ton cf Coe, yea* 

every Christii 

the lord, as the le 

edera of t he a 

Lom Gcd lass appointee 

t 6'"inile file o: 



Pi- amine nt Teachers 

c< the Church* 


Lutherf It 5 s enough nev that we lmow that r Glx-'ic i lan 
people xl undivided* without any station 1 - end perrons of distinct 
tionh ?.n which there should be no layman (as c separate station)*! 
no cleric* nc monk, no nun. absolutely nc difference* all cf them 
married oi unmarried, as if pleases the individual*, In Itself alro 


C'liTuIt 'CO L 0 , 

c. There f ora 

the 

signet ion cf r. r f 

r.t 5 on : but 

vbc 

Diaih t f cl* older; 

r. bishop t 

- r 

}ic ira :■ c.ur; perron 

:: have 6.eve 


horwicc Pci oal 1 

then shew 

- "' L\ i 

:-d : a nd evt ra -i r :• i 

, (Of the 

Abu; 


tlial the government of 
nemo bishe p or priest 
ham:* c7 a u off5. ce c A 



Luthor : If they fierce noi compelled 
u: tt“erc 'baptized arc likevrict p- icr ie< c t 
ic then a3one is commi tted \be ir.Cnfs t: y. yet 
then they would, a\ Vlie esme time,- imov. \net 
r o 1( ever us ; except to th, ex vent xhei m a 
own free rill oc oThoref ore re ere ell Christ! 
ere Chrieiiansc But those whom re eel? prie 
(xninlttere } £ who In ou r name ere to pert cm 
And the priesthood 3r nettling but c servi oc c 
4? 1? **Iei t man to eccount cl us7 as o f "tSe 
end stewards of the mysteries cf God! (Of 
of the Churchc S'U Louis Ed Qi , 19 f 115 f t ) 


edni. that ec many of 
re ere ir. truth? and that 
only ?::• th our consentr 
me y have no r I ght to 
hould permit it of our 
ans f ec many of us as 
si r cm servants 
all these eervioeeo 
It is written 1 Cox ^ 
ministers cf Christ 
the Babylonian Captivity 


lather ? Bone cf us r in Holy Baptirrn- 5r born an apostle* a 
sEsi-p" a teacher? c;: i paste: T but iz priests re ere all bor-ni 

r\ /■? r- r r '^ f + U.-> r~ r. V •r'- ^ ia/- v. y- *3 *! "1 ^ J 


iiained 
Id not 


have caused damage s f or- they consecrated pastors c (Von der 
TCinkelmecse und ifaffenr.cihc c SI <, Louie Ecu r 29, I960 & } 

Luther i Behold? thus the cf flee cf preaching or- the ministry 
It toHBc dig-; 3n gu5 shod i)-or vno u fn ve? c c.7 ~p:_r erTTio ov^ cT all 
baptised Cir Irtranso Fc? such office- Is he. more vns.n a public 
servicer which ic committed to one man by the whole congregation* 
who are all p: feats at the same time a (imposition cf Fa *110 f C 0 
Si •. loui s Edc f & £ 1C 13 v ) 

Lather? liner cf ore he wh o : r crivuri?'* r:"iV i hr mini g try is 
|h ereby entrusted with tSsInip n gcV "c ?T 3 ce i3 I n Cnrfstenaom ? m Ey 
Then oar c"bap«, 7 77 < TlTc. by a tcT if:, r s' ( ucanihl 1717* Hoj y Boraduni on)« 
end perform all the duties of the pest ora? efface; cr< if lie dees 
noi choose to do so? he may stay with preaching alone and leave 
baptizing and ether cubeidfci t offices to cthere f As Christ did 
and Paul, end a 12 spastice f Acts Gv. (Chef c Cirriatian Congregation 
hr. a Eight and Fever* cf the Year 1G3G, (it. Louis Ed t: 20? 15^9 0 ) 

Luther? If the cf f' - of the ^ r Oj d in given to r ma n r then also 
all cuhel off 3 cpr c rrT g i ven" v o~l ilrrV:r3 c n "c fffcf c: “ ifccT Tlirough the ' 
"Word in the Church? ac the power Vo baptise? to bless (that ic* 
to administer- the Holy Communion), to bind and to loose? to pray 
and ic judge or condemno For the office \ c> preach the Gospel ic 
t he high est cfjailJ : o: it is the true apostolic office? rrliich 
jry l the rounartl-on of all othoi- officer to whom it pertains to 
build on the firs.; as, for inctrncc, the cfficoc of tea chore t of 
prophets?, of rulers? cf those who have ilv. gif\ of languages and 
that of healing- cr St c Paul pin cos thorn order 1 Cor- 2S s 8 f«, 

Pqv even Ch:- itt for the raos*; pi •/ Him; If to preaching the 

Gospel-- as one who wanted vc cnorcis: tie hf&heci offic-3/ and He 
did noi be pi: : re (in pe::: or) t Iu-7 iilerir boss tod that he had 
nc\ been sen: to 1::; f r s cr \ r i 2 over r- ' r ubridi r.ry office? but 
tliai he I d been re.ru \ e pro 'll the Oc-;*pcl. a; to the principal 
office t 2 0 O : , 2 . 2 * «• (H*. . I inis err /rc v c Be Callod<. e <.Sv v Louis 

Ed t r J 0 # 2 592 c ■ 
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Lath s? i This r uling and \ eking Gar-c i t all t c be-, understood of 
the comma'; c'iicoc cf the Christian c c.;r: , gtt i ce ; no; of wor ldly 
rulers, sc her.de cf houses and princct bu 4 « o' those The* rule in the 
Christian congregation* sc he re ye I T.m. f*. 8* 1 I:' c men knor not 

hot to rule hit cim house* hot shell he take oare of the church of 
Gedt r Thesc r . then* are the oner rho ere- to retch over £.11 offices8 

thirl thT vcecherc perT ormTEci? re:3t ana*'nov be Vardys’ that "in?' 
derc one properly distribute the goods and else not be dilatory* 1 that 
they dieoipline the sinners and excommunicate them* ana thus see to 
it that all officer are properly administered t That ir the office 
cf the blshon r- for rhich reason they are also caXleQ SiffiSps* "tBat 
It7 oversee re ana a nt:1st lies (as Sic Paul calls them here)*, that ig p ' 
leaders and rulorcTTIBut’"’’we* all should know that there is nothing 
higher than G-od 1 s Eord* rhich office is above all other offices| 
therefore the office of ruler is i\c servant *coThe teachers and 
prophets shall; in turn/ be subject to the ruler and i oiler him/ 
and so submit themselves that all Christian works and offices be 
servants of the other & (On Rome 12* 8 c Sic Louis Ed cf 12*533 f 0 ) 


Walt he r i In ana. with the epos to la to the Lord her dn rt 5 tut-ed 
only one eft: ce in the Church' rhich embraces all oilier offices of 
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office 

'dina« 


•i t o 

Although every form, cf induction inlc a 3 * ec ole si art ' cal 
it fi T£e?C ;~c.\ fj yet a Sistlhctibn fr rr.oo/ the term psr 

r n the >r. so cf those trained, fc: the full 
pc: fc ... its func-cf one ir* the mi dirt cf e oon« 
r rr racier being use: f or cu r e as are called* 

-he i uli rente c: the term^ and the term installs 
ir. ihc res: cf a:! aur.llicr' cfficeSc 
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of f f 
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ro as: or 
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1 f or 
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Eotc r 
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To stament Chur:h there Tier, c. special form of 
prophets* and priortc* Thus Saul was 
Jam* 10; I; as v:ac Lavish 1 Sam 0 16* !oo Aar-on 
• occc o cf censeera15on* Lc v t 8; and aimilar 
the ease cf a 13 priests who rare to serve 
n the I'ot: Tc element no such cleborate form 


Ao Proof from Scriptureo 

Hark Spldo i-nd Ee ordained (literally* He made* placed* or 
set ) Twelve* that they tTioulo ~dc with Him- and that Ec might Rend 
them forlh to prcache Op, I.:rtta 10.1; Luke 


c r i, 

K’ r — C 


A c 1 1 1 : Vo o2Ch And t)ic y r. j'pcf nt cf (1 •’ *i era 1 ly ; r. et * Oi pis oed) 
tv. op Jc&cpr called Be rerbrry Tre tlTr.: . ' r i lust us* and IScithlaff 
And they i end il lot foil upon Matthias $ 

and h rr.t nu-f;>c:rof (ryar vepr.- pi. lr ;h ) r.. : tb the eleven apostleso 


ODO 




tc s epee it. j or*’ 


Unl'rr the cvcngo 1? r»r on'* Itc d the r feven tc t epoch t.3 or*- 

6-a nttlcci c lbe 7'i'c-VvC; v.ijj! : .* fr no. 3: : _ t nur cone 2 u f * thst 

th.' c ceiemory v.a:. not necsesary even ir, the ear : c: the sc 1 c\ Tect«- 
errant tea ( here of ilr whole church- 

Acte. 6,5x6* And the crying picccod the whole multitude; and 

i£iiJ chor e £’ i c phe n t «. r \7hor they cot bet cr: the c poetics; and when 

they had prayed" Tthoy laid their- honor on their. 

Acte 15 f £c5c Ac they ministered to the bond, ana footed* the 
Holy Ghost sold. Sep arc te He B onne bee end Saul Tor tho nook where- 
unto i have calico. ’them *7Tnu when they had rested end preyed, and 
load tholr lianac on them. they sent then ewey t So thev. be inn 
sent forth by the holy "IHios i Q * * 

1 Tim© 4* 3do Neglect net tho gift that ic in thee- which wee 
given thee by prophecy, with the laying on of hands of the pres¬ 
bytery o ~ 


1 Timc. 5,22c Icy hands suddenly on no nan 0 

P Tim 3. G c Uhe re f ore I pul the a in remembrance? that thou 
stir up the gift of G-cd, which ic in thee by the putting on of my 
bends c 

""The firrt two pacsagos rpeal of the apoi folic usage connected 
with the commie si oning of men who have been specie lly called for 
positions in tho miniitvy of the Church* The third and fifth pae« 
eager, undoubtedly refer to the ordination of Timothy# at which Paul 
had himself been c leading figure- in following the usage acknow¬ 
ledged by the varfeua congregationr But it chould be noted that 
have no roc- n on for believing in an e;:tri' o?-di nar y transmission of 
oulous gifts, even in thin r.pcrto iZT'tg.c* The "word c of Earner 
well apply here s 15 Tho gift re£en : ..d tc . c war that by which 
Timothy war. qualified for the trorl- oi the ministry* It roister to 
office and qurlifi csihor.r- - to eve rything that entered into hie 
f o;- the v.crr It docs nct r cT dr" erc 1 uc i vc3y to any influ- 
cam, upon li5m in virtue of hie chaxnetfoh/ or to any new 
grace that wax infused into him by that aci.• making him cither of- 
flcic.33y or personally more holy than ether- men or than he war be- 
fore.—or to any efficacy in the mere re’ of ordination* **but it 
comprised the whole train of circumstances by which he had boon 
qualified for tho scored office* and rccognircd cr. t minister of 
religion. All this woo regarded era gi^t .< a bone f i t - or favor # 
and he was not to neglect or di ore gsrcY Trie rerponciuflities and 
advantages g- cuing out of ii© r * 

to monte, from the Confer clone o; the Churchc 

Smaicola ArV- fieri lex. fly- tho statement of rotor alto eon- 
flrmrfTH3.r .'Yf'lfo hi Yc are r. rcyml priesthood* Those words 
Parte in to’ the fr -or Ohv xl - which ocr air"; hrx the right to elect 


pertcin to tlx- true Chv v oh- which ocr 
C: •; ; Clzvt V.ir it rl< 


fcieo l mo: t c ax .or- ? 1 

/ '• - o c d I • ■ f 


• c- t'-e Chur-}. 

. i 'I'' h:*: ; . . 


o o. 


I :* Cn« 


tiv; priesthood* And this 
■; c r e i f for i J’o? % fo rmerly 
Tmc- r..n: t hi eTicVpf ^eTthor 
*, ■ ' c_o • :•'v;rij-’n on o elected 
elf than such 
• .’f c. i c-; tiic Eichopr o 






















SSc 


ho r3 p: o; >c r ly r.: do the 


the election ana call 

J . v. 4 n .* lie * v .* v• 


The statement : 

of i pc r «.c. pi opci j> cone Ld tut ce hit induction into-the ministry* 
end the t the or hi net tor ir rncicJo o public acknowledgment of the 
col? b\ the Church. incidentally elec the declaration ccncorning a 
men*s fitness for the officec 

Apology: Tho adversaries underetend priesthood not of the 
ministry c? the herd;, and administering the Sacrament t to others, 
hut they understand it as referring to sacrifice; as though in the 
Pet Testament there ought to he a priesthood like the Levitical, 
to sacrifice for the people* and merit tho remission of sins for 
othersc Ue teach that the sacrifice of Christ dying on the cross 
has been sufficient for the sins of the whole world, and that there 
ic no need. besides* of other sacrifices* as though this were not 
sufficient for our sinto Lien, accordingly* ero Justified not be^ 
cause of any other sacrifices, but because of this one sacrifice, 
if they believe that they have been redeemed by this sacrifice * o * 
But if ordination be understood as spplying to the ministry of the 


bordr 
The' 
Ro*.i c 


we are hot 'unwilling 'tb’’Tdli"‘orafiiaticn’'a sacramem c For" 
inis try of the Bond lies God f e command end glorious promises, 
l f 16: The Gospel is a power of God unto salvation tc every 
one that believe tho Likewise* Is* 55.11: So shall By Lord be that 
goeth forth out of Ky mouth; it shall net return to lie void* but it 
shall accomplish that which I please«. If ordination be understood 
in this way, neither will we refuse to call the imposition of hands 
e sacraments For the Church lias the commend to appoint ministers, 
which should be most plee sTng to lie. do cause we know 'that Goa ap 
proves this ministry, end is present in the ministryo e <>And it is 
of advantage* eo far as can be dene, to adorn the ministry of the 
Bora with every kind of praise against fanatical men. who dream 
that the Holy Ghost is given not through the Uoru. but because of 
certain preparations of their own- if they sit unoccupied and client 
in obscure places., waiting for Illuminatiom (Art t XIII* Triglv,311. 

Our Church here confesses that oral net ion is to bo caicidered 
divine, if wo thereby understand, the election to the ministry per 
cynekdoahen. but not in the sense which the Romanists and other 

namelv 


sects associate with it* 
to ratify the call, for such 


as a aivinc ac 
‘atification is 


t which it intended 
nowhere demanded c 


Snalcald Articles: Since by divine authority the grades of 
bichop ana pasCcf" are not divorce, it is manifest that ordination 
administered by a peel or in hi a own church is valla by aivine law 
Til a paste: in hia own church ordaThc (Tivaihcirtabio persons to 
the ministry* such ordination is* according to divine law* undoubt¬ 
edly effective ana right) *** T7o have spoken of ordination, which 
alone, as Jerome soys, distinguished bishops from other eldercr 
Thorefore there is need of no discussion concerning the other 
duties of bishopsc (Of tho Power and Jurisdiction of Bishopso 
Trigl.* 523 fc) 


Cc 
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it ho has 


The 

e notary or 


la ying on 


bishop J r proper 3;. cense ere t _if he Ir. ordr xnc< 
committed simony c_- by c heretic; cno ctil". more they regard what 
the rtccf-lly rope, at Bcnifac,: VIII Juliu: II, Clomcnl VII, lias 
done, cr good. yeo f even If the devil had dene It in office c For 
it depends upon whether the chm eh end tho b I chop are of one mind* 
and whether tho church wants to hear the bishop* and whether th© 
bishop wants to teach tho church® Thus It is done 
of hendr in bloosing confirms and testifier this, i 
I in© s se r be c JTTy o w or la xyt hin g l p ana as a pastor- who speaks 
th© blessing upon bride and {proem; confirms or testifies that they 
have taken each other* end have confessed it openly; whether the 
pastor, then, be an angel or a devil* tho bride is blessed* because 
the office liar functionedo (Example of Consecrating a True Chris** 
tian Bishop* of 1542* St© Louis Edo, 27, 1240 

Luther; Although Paul commands Titus to ordain priests it 
does not follow that Titus did it alone* by his own power* but that 
he* according to the example of tho apostles* installed them by the 
e 1c cti on of p c ople f otherwise the words of Paul would ‘be opposed wo 
the examp le of tne apostlesc But what he (Henry VIII* against whom 
this treatise was written)* in speaking of tho laying on of hands* 
applies to the sacrament of ordination, even children may see that 

f Vi^ n r5 rvr + vi ri4- r\/> y* 4 n i Y"| 4 C\ 4 V,A r ■( Vn v' 4 V: "Jprs 4 y\ Vi4r^ 4 4 r* "} 

i ✓ xx-uux U U J.1WU O w- Va.iv y vail vt \ jxjla ~ t' xilv j -vxi w. jiujilD U»i 

way* fashions out of Scripture whatever caries into his mind firsto 
The laying on of hands was at that time the visible common!cation of 

the Ho I y sp ir 11 c (Tre a t i s o age in s t lie nr y VIII of i522 <, Sic Loui c 

Edc * 19 1 347 c) 

Luther: IThen they (the fathers of the Church) called same one 
be an incumbent of the true Christian ministry and care of souls* 
it was their intention to decorate and paint such call before the 
congregation with such pomp, thereby distinguishing them from ethers 
who ere not called, in order that every cue might become certain 
and know which person was to be in charge of such office, and had 
the command to baptise, to preach, etc For basically the or dine 
lion should net and cannot be (it things arc obnc in order) more ~ 
chart t. ca/I of a command oi who min?at: y cy office of preach’ingT 
VVon uer r/iiUtelmedse urnd Pfa 1 icnwcino c Be. Louis Lku i Ith 1267 f ®) 

Luther: TTncn Christ says: Enos cover sins yo remit, they are 
remitTea unto thorn and whosoever sins ye retain... they are retained* 

It must be understood that not the power of him who speaks is or¬ 
dained, but that of those who believec (Sermon on John 20* 19-31o 
Stc- Lours Ed., 11* 7c) 

Ecumenical Council of Choice don of 452; Ho one io to be ordain¬ 
ed in an absolute manner, either for the office of presbyter* or that 
of a diceonus, or in general that of any church office* unless the 
person to be ordained is specially designated for the church of a 
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, the trans iisrion of 
on cf hands According 
that even nor ordination* 
on the special glorioue 

- - — —___ __ ——e. ic not an empty 

ceremony* but is accompanied with the outpour-in <3 of lie evenly gifts 
upon the believing ordinal us c (L c ,e.* 239 0 ) 

Rote: in keeping rith the principles hold by the Church on 
tlic basis of Scripture the tern ordination is applied to the formal 
induction into office cf one who has received the training for the 
full office and has received a call to perform its functions in the 
midst of e congr egation sc shorn above * The term commission is 
used in the case of such &c are colled into the field of missions 
77 he re there arc sc yet no congregations «• while the term induction or 
installation if preferred in the coco of ell auxiliary off ices*, such 
as that, cf deacon ; - parish school teacher* deco one s s : etc**, of which 
more will be said in the further discus a lone 

IGo 

Every Christian congregation has the right to establish auxiliary 

offices of the C hr istian ministry i n Its own mldsti “ini“true triedom \ 

and a cc ording to the examp le and p attern oT the Apoatolio Chur oho 1/ 

Such offices ere tliat of deaconc and deaconesses* of assistant pa a tor, 
of pariah-school teach...:, of ESunday-school toe, chore f and'others o~ 

These are auxiliary* not branch offic ex: end the perrons holding] 
them ere assistants to the pact or", not incumbents of indopehdeni" 

of ll CGS_o 

A t Pr o of f r* om S cr ipture c 

Acts 6 , 1~Gl And in those dove. Then the number of the dircl 



God* and sav e table s * therefore., brethren; lech ye bur among you 
seven men of honest report; full cf the Holy Ghost end wisdom, whom 
re may appoint over this business (literally: for this need) 0 But, 
we will give our ccives 'c ont'inuafly to prayer, ana to vno ministry 
of the horde Ana the saying pleased the whclo multitude; and they 
chosec. t rwhom they set before the apostles: and when they had prayed* 
they laid their hands on theme 

Rom a 1 G> Xc 2 i. I commend unto you Phcbc* our sister. which is 


b servant (literally; a deacon) of the church which is at Conchrea* 
that yo receive her in the Lord, cc becomefh saints, end that ye 
assist her in whatsoever business she hath need of you; for sh e 
h ath beon a sue sorer of many , end of my ccIf s1co c 

Tim, Z> r 8- lib. Likewise must the deacons be grave * not double- 
1, not. given to much wine; not greedy of filthy lucre; holding 
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the mystery of the frith in f pur 
first bo proved > then let then usj 
f ound bIsmeleGC. E \rc n r 0 r;a^■; the. 
in feiiu 3 e ac 1 conr ; 601 > r -orr - , ) b 
faithful in ill thi? L t tlr C' 

ruling thoii child- nj sthei) c*v i hour.•••: veil. For they that have 
used the office or 1 dacron 1, 11 j x ch/x; to themselves & good degreet 
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cnxe And let these also 
ice. of c dec. con. being 
(if tore 13y: women* that 
not sir no c r c r c - r obe r * 

: ib hurband of one wife* 





end groef boldness in the faith v.h'- l b 


_£ that rule well be counted worthy 
who In bar in the Word and doctrine c 
voi ce clearly indicates that the 
t congregation; contained two kinds. 

lord and doctrine $ the pa at or-£ or 
.dorr who as sic led in the government' 


of double honor : eepe 
The distinction j 
presbytery, the rulin, 
of elderL t such ac 2 c' 
bi chops of the church, 
of the congreget!on 0 


Be Statement from the Confessions of the Church 


Although there was no special occasion* in the age of the Re for- , 
motion; to discuss the auxiliary offices of the Christian congregation! 
in the public confessions of the Church; the Augsburg Confession quote* 
the Kicene Canon? ' Let the deacons* according to their order* receive 
the Holy Communion after the presbyters* from the bishop or from a 
precbyterc* (Trigl t , 6 ? f c } 

Cc Testimony of Prominent Teachers of the Church® 

Luther; This ruling and taking care is all to be understood 
of the. common offices cf the Christian congregation* not of worldly 
rulers* as heads of houses and princes, but of those who rule in the 
Christian congregation* as he says* 1 Tim c 3* 5: If a man know not 
how to rule his own house* how shall he take care of the church of 
God? These#, then* are the oner, who ai-e to watch over all offices i 
that the teachers perform their work and no! be tardy j that, the 
deacons properly distribute the goods and also not be dilatory* that 
they discipline the sinners and excommunicate them*, end thus see to 
it that all offices are properly administered c That is the office 
of the blchops; for which reason they are also called bishops* that 
is overseers and antistitec (as Saint Paul calls them here)/ that 
3 o* leaders and ruIerTTTTBut re should all knot, that there is nothing 
higher than God 1 s Lord* which office is above all other officesc 
(Exposition cf Rom t 12* 8 o Etc Louis Edo. 12* 538 f t ) 


Luthers All those who are engaged in the ministry or service 
of the” Tor a arc in & holy* proper# good order and station % well 
pleasing to God. as for example* those who preach* administer the 
Sacrament* are in charge of the congregations money (deacons)*, 
vergers# and messengers or servants who serve such persons*, e^c* 
These arc all holy works before Godo (Confession of the Lord a 
Supper of 1520c Sic Louis Ed t . 20, 1090o) 


Luther: i mean that station which has the ministry and the 

service ol' the Herd end the Sacraments#, which givoc spirit and scl~ 
vat ion., which one cannot obtain with any singing or pomp* cc for 
example* the office of the ministry* teachers* preachers* readers^ 
priests who are called chaplains* vergers* schoolmasters, and all 
that pertains to such offices and persons* which station the Scrips 
turoe aurely praise arid laud very highly t (On Sending Children to 
School* of 1530o St. Louis Fd. r ?0 : 42 <*) 

The.t Luilie -r do. t nof ur: the *» o:• c : t v -f ion 1 iorc of an inde 11 blo 
character# but of the office transmitted by the cell of the congre- 
go t ion, appears clcr r 1 y : i or-« 11 m. c• r i i ci. 


I7a.lt her 


i nr: titutod 
offices of 




90 


the Church end b;y be eh tho 
in every respect ? the high; 
with rhi cli & 2 j other of fir 3 
other* public oilTce in **-7.1x7' 


ccngrogetiou of Go* is to be cured for 
ci of!ice ic the office of the ministry* 
n ers_ trenem:'tted et the came time $ every 
Dhuf cn~Is therc r ci • e a par-t"" "of tiiis of f ice 


or a 11 e uzi 1 ' b ry of f i ce * 


viiiioh assists the ministry, whether it be 


the office of elders- who do not labor in the Word, and doctrine (1 
Tim 0 5* 17}, or the office of ruler in the congregation (Homo 12, 8), 
or the office of deacon (the office of service in the narrower sense) 
or whatever other offices may in the Church be delegated to specific 
persons for specific e drain i strati on« The offices of the school 


b 


teGchersx who arc to teach the Word of God in their schools , of the 
dGacona*. of the vergers* of the precentors in public services* etCc* 
are therefore all to be regarded as churchly, holy offices* which 
discharge cnc part of the church office and assist the office of 
preachingc (Kirdie und Amto* fo) 


19 c 

In esta b lishi ng s uch auxiliary offices in its midst* a Chris* 
tain c aggregation merely’reduces "’the amount of work which is in 
charge of the called servant of the Word (the paster ejp minister )5 
but the a pcn - ibi 11 ty f or a 11 s oul a in the " par iIE a nd f or the "ad¬ 

ministr ation of the mean s of grace remains with the pastor of the 
congregation . 

Ac Proof from Scripture B 



Tiie text 
pastors or bi 
eluded in tlio 


distinctly states the whole fleck is in charge of the 
shops of the congregation, all its members being in- 
se who are to be feu with the Word of God* 


1 Tiirn 3, 5* If a man know not hew to rule his own house* how 
shall he take care of the church of God? 

Ac a man. as Tatnerof~Vne household* is responsible for- all 
its members, no the bishop or pastor* as the father of the congrega-^ 
tion in spiritual matters* has charge of ell soul to 

1 Pet* 5, 2 C Feed the flock of God which in among you* t&king 
the oversight thereof 0 »Toeing onsamples to the flock! 

Ilebr* 13, 17* Obey them that have the rule over you* and sub¬ 
mit your3elves; for they watch for yo ur co uis * 

Here again the re spoil si oiTiry f c sting upon the par tore of the 
individual congregations is clearly stated* 

Acts 6 r 2 0 5o It is not reason that wo should leave the Word 
of God* and servo tables* Uhcr-of oro r brethren, look ye out among 
you seven men "bi ffdu UfTTcport. full of the Holy Ghost end wisdom* 
whom vo may appoint over this burIncas (literally: this need, for 
an emergency war existing* and Tor the length of time that it was 
upon the caig-ogrtioj... thit spe'irl help was needed)* 


Tno further hi c 1 ory of the convocation at Joruer lem indicates 
thru this special difficulty did not cxh:b ever c very long period 











Jlo •• 


Of time At I'uct 1-w'O of the men rho rare electee, at that tir.a soon 
rdvtrice* to tne pociu:.cu oi evens© cts. and it ceena that tb j care 
of the poor Oj the corgreg: tion. after itc first members vorc largo** 
ly scattered on c. cccv.nt of the persecution following the murder of 
Stephen. vac again placed into the hands cf the elders of tvs congre¬ 
gation© It certainly vac there about the year 43 or* early in 44 0 

Acts Ilf 22 c 30c Then the disciples (those of the congregation 
at Anticch) every man according to his ability* determined to send 
relief unto the brethren nhich dvelt in Judea, TJhich also they did* 
and sent it to the elders by the hands of Barnabas and Saul© 
the condition of chapter 4* 34oS5© ttgs thus restored© 


Co Testimony of Prominent Teachers of the Church, 


Luthe r? If a common treasury is to be established* one ought 
to lcnOTv Tihich are the offices that should be over the congregations a 
Bishop means an overseer cf God ; he is to distribute the divine and 
spiritual gifts 7 preach" the Gospel* ana provide the people tt! th the 
ford of God; he mu st have servants» tloose are deaccnsj they are to ^ 
serve the congregation in such a nay that they fke >p records of the 
poor- people, provide for their needs nith the congregation*e money f 
visit the sick, end have charge cf all the goods c (Sermon on stc 
Stephen's Day© St © Louie Ed*. 11., 2066c) 


Luther: Tlie office of deacons is an offic not to read the 
GospeT or'*" t ho Epistle.' a cf Xe customary nowadays; but to distribute 
th e g ifts of the congregation to the poor, in erder that the pY'iests 
(postors}7 rclievedTTrcm The loaid of temporal service f might be all 
the freer to apply themselves to prayer and the T/ord of Goa© For 
vrith this object in mind the deacons have been pieced into office* 
r<o read Acts 6. 3© (Of the Babylonian Captivity of the Church© 
St© Louis Ed©» 19* 11V f fc ) 


Lut her: T7hen the Gospel uas first preached cl Jerusalem and 
the number of believers nas increased from day to day,, then (saye 
Luke in Acte 4, 32) all believers vere one heart and gho soul* and 
none said of his goods that they zero hie c~n. but they had every* 
thing in common v But those vrho lied lands and houses cold them and 
IeIq the prices of the goods sold at the toot of the apostles: these 
men then gave to every cie vrbat ho needed; YJhen then the multitude 
became too groat and the business too heavy* this disorder happened 
that some rare forgotten in the distribution and the apostles were 
kep- 
attend 
pended 



and di¬ 
ther e 
temp ora 
But after i 
the Church than th?r stewardship, the 
properly end faithfully administereo^ 


after the ministry of proa chin/? 


and more; for 

ng~for this 
r-na 1 deatho 

.la no higher office in 
e the goeda of the church are 
in oruei 1 thou the poor Chris* 


tianc# Tvlio are not able to provide and gain their maintenance* 
might bo given assirtancc. them they do not suffer* rant © (Sermon 
~“ * - St I-on5.c E ; \. 13r. 1058 f ©) 


f or St 


give: 
’tephon ‘ c 


/ 


T'rv. 


Luther-: If on 


invt ted ritli the ministry of the Lord., he 





op 


is thereby invcca cc with cl : 3 office r vlii ch arc perf armed in the 
Church through the T7ord. whs w in;, tho power to baptise* to bless* 
to bind end to loose r and to judge or con dermic For the office to i 

preach the Gospel is the highest of all; for it is the true apostolic 
office* which lays the foundation cf ail other offices;, and it ie 
the duty of ail other oil ices to build up on the f irst: such as the 
offices of teachers; of prophets* of rulers* of those who have the 
gift of languages and of healing* as Sic Paul gives them in order*. 

1 Cor 0 12* 8 fo (How Ministers Should Be Choosen* Sto Louis Edo* 

10, 1592 c) * 


*For further testimonies see those given under the preceding 
propoei tion 0 


All offices which are thus created or established by a congre¬ 
gation ere' not 'distinct or 'Independent offices on the same level 
with the minis try as such* nor are they branch offices! They are 
auxiliary offices only®"" 

Ac Proof from Scriptureo 


That the priests and the prophets of the Old Testament- held 
offices which were directly established by God is evident from 
scores of passages« That the apostles likewise held office by God* e 
selection and call* hue been shown* It is just as clear* from Epbu 
4* 11 and 1 0cr o 12. 2Q* that the offices of prophet and of mission* 
ary evangelist in the Hew Testament are God■e order and creation c 

Concerning the days subsequent to the Apostolic Period one fact 
5e certain* namely that the office of the ministry* of preaching 
the Gospel in behalf of the congregation* has been ordained and es« 
tcblished by the Lordj and that this one office is identical in 
object with that cf the cpestles, the only difference being in the 
matter of direct inspiration and in the scope of the work* for the 
work of the pro cent---cay pastor, as pastor* is confined to the con¬ 
gregation (or congregations) that has called hirru Cp* Acts* 20* 28$ 

2 Coro 5* 18; Col* 4* 3.7.. Thi3.e it is not absolutely essential for 
the existence and character of a Christian congregation that it 
always have a pastor (when in the process of organization* during 
a vacancy), yet it is an essential duty of every Christian congre¬ 
gation to establish end maintain the ministry of the Gospel in its 
midst* as characterized abovec 

But th is cane necessity dees not exist i?i th reg ard to any sub- 
s ldiarv o r'auxiliary officere Hot even with regard to the office 
of deacons hove we any word of divine establishment of the office 0 
This office* like all other- auxiliary offices* Is not e ssential for 
the work of* a congregation 0 If a congregation* in the Tree exercise 
of its Christian liberty* and in order to carry on tho work entrust¬ 
ed to it in c. more efficient manner, institutes the office of dea¬ 
cons, of deaconesses, of catochetes. of parish school tea chore* of 
Sunday-school or Gcturday*school or summon school teachers* it is 
merely following in part the example of the Apostolic Church and 
in part other suggo a'. ions of Scriptures and of church history« But 


Qf whatever kind ruck officea 


mey do* 


they 


not branch off!cos 


Qf tloc.._Chrir.tlrn ministry. p in r eapon r <:• b:-1 i ty f or a33 the souls 
of tho par i si i. rr d ] r no co a 3 a o f‘ c >r~ t n n v . 6 m __ o one by tho persons ho Id ^ 
ing tho r. w x.5 3 :> f> ry oi ■ i ccr; ■ :• ;.gj-c wit h tb? b> shop or pastor of the 
congrogoib on t ~ 
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Tnis explanation Is in exact agreement also with F.o. v i- 12. 

3 Cor . c XZj. 2,3.;~ar.id__ Tp n A 4- II, Ken * If* b*-Z translated verbally, 

reads an f ollov.c ; “Ac re have gifts of grace, ac cording to the grace 
which is given ub ; various onec; whether it ho of prophecy, accord¬ 
ing to the proportion of faith; -whether it bo an office of service, 
in the service; whethor it be a teacher, in the doctrine; whether it 
be an adnonishor, in tiio admonition; lie tlict imparts to others, In 
simplicity; he who presides, with willingness; he who exercises mer¬ 


cy, with a willing nindo n !7e se© at 


o 

on ce 


that the apostle here does 


not give a particular description of the ministry end of the euxili- 
ary offices, placing their functions on the same level, but he ad¬ 
monishes all Christians, as members of Christian congregations, to 
make use of the gifts of grace granted them by God in their station 
and callingc All Christians are here addressed, hearers as well as 
teachers, and the passage does not concern itself with an enumera¬ 
tion and distinction of offices c -*l Core 12, 23 roads, in a literal 
translation: ”And certain ones God has indeed appointed in the 
Church, first cpoct3.es? secondly prophets? thirdly tea chore, then 
miraculous powers, then gift 3 of grace to work lies ling? assistances,, 
governments,- kinds of tonguesc K Here the first two terms designate 
offices in the Apostolic Church, while the third refers to men who 
had charge of the ministry in the individual congregations, who had 
been found possessing the ability to transmit the truth committed to 
them to others and to apply it to individual members of the congre^ 
gstion in their pastoral worko The remaining expressions are abstract 
terms, speaking of char l ama fa or gifts of grace as they may be ex¬ 
ercised by all members of tEe congregation in the service of the 
TJordc These are the gifts and functions which are especially pro¬ 
minent in thG functions and the scope of present auxiliary offices 
in Christian congregations<--Epho 4. 11 reads, in a verbal transla¬ 
tion: r And lie Himself (Christ) has given some a z apostles, some as 
prophets, some as evangelists? seme as shepherds (pastors) and 
teachers*” Doctor stoeckhardt writes, in his exposition of this 
passage: 15 The apostles were and arc the infallible teachers of all 
Christendom: their doctrine is tho standard for the doctrine of the 
Christian teachers of all. times» Prophets and evangelists were 
special gifts of tho early Church* The prophets, the term in this 
connection designating the Pew Testament prophets, received special 
revelations for specific purposes? which they then declaimed to the 
Christian assembly in exalted speech**oThe evangelists? to whom, 
for example, Philip, Acts 21. 23, belonged, proclaimed tho Gospel 
as missionaries, preaching tho apostolic word in places where the 
apostles themselves had not come? tho call of our present-day 
missionaries being analogous to theirs* In the terms f pastore and 
teachers 1 Paul describes the regular office of the VJor-d, which has 
been and remained the same in all ages of the Church? the public 
ministry* The term 1 teachers 1 seems to refer chiefly to the public 
teaching activity of the preachers (so that we arc here not dealing 
with the office of catcchetec)? the other? 'pastors to the pastoral 
activity* which eppl'on tho Uopd to the individual members of the 
congregation*” At Ccd, accordingly, gave to the Apostolic Church 
special miraeuioui. g...» t- l* \.juicb «,.•* not founo in the same measure 
in the Church of to day, so lie also designated specific ce wants of 
the I'/ord? who under the direction of tho apostles offered themselves 
for- cortcin off if or of cervic. ? but all t) ’ r in the ministry of the 
Church, co that they were not independent, ce branch offices, but 
that they occupied subsidiary posit.* one * Cut ministers, that is 



cv 
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niQii who combine th: 
oj" the my etc rve;; ci 
the oxa 1 ted Clir i e i 


junctions o: preachers and pastors* as stewards 
Geo in any one congregation, arc the gift- of 
to the Church of all time c 0 


Be Statement from the Confessions of the Church® 


Augsburg Confessions For of all acts of worship that is th© 
greetocti moot holy, moot necessary* ana hi ghost* which Cod lias re- 
quired as the highest in the First and the Second Commandment* 
namely* to preach the Uor-d of God 0 For the ministry is the highest 
office in the Church y lTor;, if this nor snip i a” omitted* hot can 
there bo Knowledge of God, the doctrine of Christ* or- the Gospel e 
But th© chief service of God is to teach the Gospel» (Arte XVo 
Trlglo, 327c) 

Co Testimony of Prominent Teachers of the Churcho 


Luther : Therefore* he who is entrusted with the ministry ie 
therby entrusted with tire highest office in Christendom; he may 
then 81co baptize* celebrate mass (administer the holy Communion)* 
and perform all the duties of the pastoral office; or* if he does 
not choose to do so, he may stay with preaching alone and leave 
baptizing and other subsidiary offices to others 0 As Christ did 
end Peul and all apostles* Acts 6« (That a Christian Congregation 
lias Right and Power, of 1525 0 10, !54S t ) 


Luther : These, then, (the pastors) are the ones who are to 
watch over all offices: that the teachers perform their wor-k and 
not be tardy; that the deacons properly distribute the goods and 
also not be dilatory, that they discipline the sinners and excom¬ 
municate them (as a matter of course* under the congregation's 
jurisdiction); and thus see to it that all offices are properly 
administeredr. ^Tho teachers and prophets shall* in turn* be sub¬ 
ject to the ruler and follow him, and so submit themselves that 
ell Christian works and offices bo servants of the other* (On 
Ron* 12 s 8* St* Louis Ed*. 12* 538 f *} 


Luther: The ten commissioned elders she33 in the name of our 
parish and ccngrogallon* have power and commend to call, to induct 
and to discharge a schoolmaster for the young boys, according to 1/ 
the counsel ona opinion of our called pastor and of a preacher and 
of other men learned in the divine ScriptureoooOur pastors* preachers* 
and the ten elders are to have the constant, faithful supervision of 
the school office and of the government or tlie youth! 7uX’Oohstitution 
of i he uongrcgation at Leissnig* of 1525* St* Louis Ed t , 10* 969 0 ) 


Ualther: Every other publi c office in the Church is therefore 
a pari of tills oTrice "oi* an au:-: r Xlsr;v' o:o. j.cc. ulilcli assists the min¬ 
istry, whether It be the office” or elcihi s who do not labor in the 
Uord and doctrine (1 Tim* 5, 17), or the office of ruler in the )/ 

ic q), or the office of deacon (tho office of * 

or whatever officer mey in the Church 
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s< of the vergers* of tlio precentors 
in public services. cio». are therefore ell to be regarded as church- 
ly? holy offices, which discharge one part of tho church office . 




95 * 


and assist the office of preaching* 


(ILirche und Ant* 542 f „) *• 


•^Further material Id found 
Section Vo 


in the various propositions under 


Ilote: Ho auxiliary office may claim divine establishment and 
command, and only that of deacons and deaconesses lias the apostolic 
example and list'of qualifications e Hence, it reill always be an 
error to emphasise an institution or an establisliea oil'ice "provided 
for an auxiliary purpose«» Bo' may never confuse means and endSo 
Assistant pastors? parish school teachers* Sunday-school teachers, 
pastor's secretaries^ and others nay make the ropk of the congrega¬ 
tion more efficient and enable it to come nearer to the demands of 
Scripture, but the establishment of these auxiliary offices cannot, 
in itself, be made a matter of conscience« 


■■■ 
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manner 
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ation of the Gospel In 


Id"oof from Scripture 


praises of Him who hath called you out cl ddrkne 


Colo 3< 16 o 37.' Let the Uord of Christ dwell in you richly in 
ell wisdom; teaching end s diminishing one snoilier in psalms and * 
IiymiG sriB. spiritual songs* singing with grace in your hearts to 
the Lords And whatsoever ye do in word or deed; do all in tile lie.: 
of the Lord Jesus. giving thanks to God end the Father by Him 0 


Epho 5. 19-21. Speaking to yourselves in psalms and hymns and 
sp 5.ri tus 2- s onps > singing ana maiding me J.ccty~lrT your IiearV to the 
LoraJ givmg thanks always for all tilings unto God and the Father 
ir the name of our Lord Jesus Christ; submitting yourselves one to 
enether- in the fear of God 0 


Acts 18* 26o And he be 
v?hom when Aquila and Frioc-51 
snd expounded unto him the w 


to speak bGiddy in the synagogj 
ad heard, then too}: him unto them, 
f God more perfectly f . 


Titus 2 t Sod, The aged women 
havior as becometh holinecsorhesc 
teach the young women to be sober! 


T.ioS; that they be in be- 
of good things*, that they may 
ove their husband i t to love 


j cnnaren 


1 C-cr v 11. 11; 11 
you, my brethren* * t the 
of ell,. when ye c cm o t 
divisions among you* 


13o For it hath been declared unto me of 
there arc contentions among youc**For first 
etiior- in the church* I hear that there bo 


orr (litorally: 
g a i c r c onde mna t i on 






Ac;r C ; < : Bui re v*”' 1 r* v. cur selves continue 12y to prayer, 
a no l o the ministry of th<- t;c- 

T fnTt Tab the spcTTaPTuTTr'c-icn c the Gpostlen, e: public teach- 
err of the c ongregetloiir e n g Ti0 one t:: r. to presume uoor this office 
without t cello 

Rome 20, 15c Ro^' shall they prof ch except they be sent? 

Be Testimony from the Confession? of the Chur oho 

Augsburg Confess! on : of Ec cleriseti cal Order- they teach that 
no one ehoulh publicly teach in the church or administer the Sacra- 
ments unless he bo regularly callech (Arte XIVc Triglo r 49 0 ) 

Cc Testimony of Prominent Teacher? of the Churcho 


Luthe r : That- the apostles st first Trent into a strange houses 
end preached; ires due to the command, for they Tore ordained, called, 
and sent to preach in all places, ec Christ said: Go into ell the 

tr f^rr, 1 /“I 4 1-. #«*. PrM- r\ r x ^ ^ ^ ^ i r- TD * * I f ^ 4- 1>\ ^ 4 ± •? . 
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1 Pete. 5, 5 for- that i oason calls klcros. that is, paris, that to 
every one is assigned his part of the pcople; ar Si 0 Paul also writer 
to Titus; therein no other person., cr at: anger, vrithoui hie Imor* 
ledge and permission- should aaro to teach hie parish!oners, either 
secretly cr openly-.J l is true, ell Christians arc priests, but 
they ere not all paste:c* For in addition to this, that he is a 
Christian and priest he must also have cn office and an assigned 
diocese c The cal.' me* " ommand maker pas to* s and pres c her £. Just 
c.l15 ccn or layiric7/‘may bo xvelT ±c urnTef~but 2 ' 0 : all thet he i.s 
that h nr\ publicly lecture in the schools, cr take 


Tne 

as a citizen 02 
no doc to: 


no ciocue: triat r- mry publicly lecture in the scnocis, cr take 
such office upon him. unices lie bo duly called. «c Other rise they 
arc* not to be admitted or called, even though they wanted to te* 

j 1 r* - ^ _ _ _ _ J x % j . . n _ j n - ; ^ ^ 


Luther-: I liavo hoard it said lion these sneaks ( Schleicher) 

sidle up id the Tjcrkmon in harvest and p. each out in the field nil lie 
the rork is going cn c „ Eho is so coarse that ho should not, notice 
that these are true messengers of the devil? Jf they ncre of God 
and upright, they trould first of all apply to the pastor and deal 
nith him. announce their cell and tell nhsi they believe, and 
rliether ho rculd perm:'t them to preach in public t .<For the pastor 
occupies the pulpit. Baptism. the ^ Ss cr ament ; and all cere of the 
s oul sice nt rue te d t o hr 
£r ovq t.he cs 2 2 j* n : 7- 
and py oiilbi 0 p?i 1 r .: 
of preaching. Lr< ' * 
call rnd command- 
Von Gchlcichorn iru i. 


Therefore it she ale", be raid: Eit her 
no to preach, c. h;\ absolutely silent 
’’ V oaTIc ]; ' , ea r an of i'loe 

:'«e r :ic may 7r \ v c c is id' and v.ithoul 
lett er to Fbc: L r : d v cn dcr Tanncn, 
hghb. Su Leu:*r. Id., 20 , 1564 ffh) 


but h e r ; I/. v 2 

Lou: . ho. or ■ m * uch 


:-e you oy * 1 m 

Ee c3*w-iiiv..ijt .’ll i: 


nr. that every 
liourc 


Fo? j mr v 

■■ . iV 



cn cl hone 


bul 
Ti, 


' 

‘(Lae €c . 


cm n; 


hso t public t 
St. Louis Ed., 20, 3750.) 


Luther 


c: war run; 


r public 
f to Lb: an: 


ur.lers I 
dstner, cf 1536 


prec ' he: 


... (v:i th lie la n chth on } ; 

:en nay e stablish a parish in hj 
one; in addition there is a big 


It 


doer noi foil or the! every cl ti¬ 
the i Ip porniiteci to no 


house 


_ Tor 

tadi 1 i on 'tlien e.ic ' t r big "cTii i ere nee botifeon e general or pub 

lie gathering (assembly) and that of a household; for T?hat a citizen 
does privetely in his* that ip regarded eg secrete (To the Line Men 
of Her ford* of 1532c. St o Louie Ed^, 21s. 1741*) 


Baler? Outside of public assemblies all believers may inform 
•c in CirricIran a oe trine/ at coTdbng to Acts 18, 26/ T?here Aquila 
Priscilla ere said to have expounded the tiay of the 


other 

end his uife _____ _ — _ 

Lord to Apolloc of Alexandria more perfectly^«cThe apootie commends 
to the believers mutual information through conversations joined 
r:ith prayers and hymns0o3 t 3, 16u (Compendium; III. 703 f 0 ) 

Note: The passages given above, together Tilth the exposition 
offered in the various testimonies/ make it clear that all teaching 
done by Christians; important and God-pleasing as it is* must be 
confined to the home; to the circle of relativesc of intimate friends 
end must never partake of the functions cf the public ministry, as 
this has been entrusted to the Christian congregation alone 0 Home 
devotions should be hcld r home instruction should be given; relatives 
and friends may and should discuss the affaire of the kingdom of God r 
also at social gatherings <. But ouch assemblies may never assume the 
character of meetings for publi p instruction f as aid those of the 
Pietists in the eighteenth' century and those of the Stundists to 
the present dcy c People may also dispense the comfort of the Word 
of God in private; oc they may cell cn sick rolativec and friends 
rith rordr of consolation from Scripturest But these activities 
assume the chai actor of publi c t .ocrhinr_ q_ c i ,„ g_f 
th e na m e of tho co ntragqticn r . So* cslied sick committoes 
of ladies 1 aids, of young people’s societies. and of other organiza¬ 
tions should operate only Tilth the Imor.ledge and under the direction 
cf the called servant cf the Horde If an individual or such a con- 
mittee calls upon unchurched; it vill at least bo a me Iter of uiedom 
to confer rit-h tho psetor as soon as possibleo And it is clear that 
no association of laymen outside of the Christian congregation, as 
defined above in Section IV, nor any conference of pasters or (and) 
teachers, has tho right to issue a call to a bishop, pastor, or 
prescher*c This is a function pertaining to the Christian congrega¬ 
tion and, uhile it may be delegated to committees or boards either 
directly or by tacit consent, ail Christians concerned in such office 
must at lead be given the opportunity to express their discentc Cpo 
Pieper (Christ!iebe Dogmatik. Ill, 51G): t: Individuals and organiza¬ 
tions may issue a rightful call.* but only vhen the call is delegated 
to them or at lead ir led to them ire:'to consonru by those uho 


may never 
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by having their name pre* 
• dicccni of all those 



Tne leaders of the discus sione or the essayists at such meet* 
ings* whether the eg be assemblies’of laymen c. pec tore (teachers) 
or both/ do not usurp the place of the pas id of a 1 oca3 congrega~ 
iion. but merely exercise the rights of their spiritual priesthood 
and the duties laid down in the Gr oa*» Commissions, 


Ac Proof from Scriptures *. 


ft) The passages of the first group emphasize the need of every 
Christian's growth in Imowledge* thus carrying out still farther 
the thought of the last propositions. 


He hr*. 5 i For when for the time ye ought to be teachers* 

ye have need that one teach you again which be the first principles 
of the oracles of God, and are become such as have need of mill: F 
and not of strong moat t For every one that usotli milk i 3 unskillful 
in the word of righteousness ; for he is a babeo But Etrcng meat be- 
longeth to them that ere of full &go< even those who by" reason oi 
use have their" sense e exercised to cuseernhioth good ana evlio 
giiEpc 6* Tl Thereiore leaving the principles of the doctrine of 
Christ, let us go on unto perfectlone 


Eplic 4, 15 o 15c That r.e henceforth bo no more children ; tossed 
to and fro. end carried about with every wind of boo trine* by the 
s3eight of men* and cunning craftinscsj hereby they lie in wait to 
deceive; but c peaking the truth in love, nay grow up into Ilin in all 
t hings * which ir the Head, even Christc 

it is noteworthy that this spiritual growth is connected with 
Christ- 1 s gift of the ministry to the Church, and that the Lord ex¬ 
pects every Christian to leave spiritual childhood behind and to 
go forward to perfection & The leadership which has such growth In 
mind; therefore, need not in any manner interfere with the ministry 
of any congregation but merely be c further evidence of the exer« 
aid of the Great Commission,, 




2 Pet 5, 18 1 But grev in g-ace , and in tho knowledge of our 
Lord and Savior Jesus Car "it i ^ 

In conferences arfi circuit meetings tho conditions for spirit¬ 
ual growth are often particularly favorable*, 

b) The passages of tho second group present the Lord/s will con- 
corning the growth of men who are engaged in the ministry or any 
of its auxiliary officero 


• O c 


exhortation, to doctrinec 


Till I corns, give a ttendance to reading. 


____ to 

Meditate upon these uhinge; give” tliyself 
yholly to them; that thy pr or is Ing may appear t,o“aIi„ 

1 is. Hold fast the form of sound w ords , which thou 
in Far Oi one love which is In OErTst Jesus o 


me 


T * r , o o 

•a. I o d) Cj c 

*itn 95 Sfc£, tho same conanit thon to 
to te ach otherr c )rc, 


The things the\ thou hast hoard of me among many 

^ • ,na ' u “ l men. who shall be able 


3 c :■ thful 



2 Tim. 3, 14. But continue thou i n the things whi eh thou 
host learned end had boon ac durecT oif" ^ro^Sn^UT' wlfcif* thou had 
i.e a r no a them < 

1 Coi'o 12 5 7* Tho manifestation of tho Spirit is given to 
every man to profit withal * 

e) Tho passages of the third group bring out the fac t that the 
activities oi leaders in me tinge of this kind must never be of a 
n atur e to usurp the place of the paster in any local cerg. egat,ion c 

1 Pete 4, 15c Let non© of you suffer as a murderer, or as a 
thieff or as an evildoer, or as a busybody in other men's mattersc 

The word here used in the Greed." aJLfbtriepiskopos* Literally 
means r -en overseer in a strange parish , n a ETshcp in another fields 
a man who takes upon himself a supervision and control which does 
not belong to him c 

1 Pet* 5 ; 2*So Feed the flock of God which is among you*** 
being ensangclos to the fIockT ~~ 

The cor re lation between a pa stor and a definite congregation* 
one specifically entrusted to him, 5c thus constantly brought out 
in Scripture 5 and the same point is brought out in the passages 
which bid the hearers to f cl Ion and obey those who have the rule 
over them, those duly called by the congregation, and thus 8 Iso by 
the Holy Spirit, Acts* 20, 28* 

Be Statement from the Confessions of the Church* 


For mu le o f Conc ord : And after God through the Holy Ghost In 
Baptism has kyncilca end effected a beginning of the true knowledge 
of God end faith, we should pray Him without ceasing that through 
the. same Spirit and His grace, b y me a nr; o f the daily exercis e oi_ 
reading and practicing Gc-d ? s Uorof He wound preserve in us laith 
end"Hfs heavenly gifts, sti on gw hen us from day to day, and keep us 
to the end 0 For unless God Himself be our cc-hcc-lmasier, we can 
Btudy and learn nothing that is acceptable to Him and salutary to 
ourselves and others * (Art* II* Trig!*, 887 *}•;;• 


Compare also the testimonies in Section Hi 


CL Testimony of Prominent Teachers of the Church* 

Luther ; How can all things be dons decently end in order if 
every one interferes with the office of the other* which is not 
committed to him, and IS every layman would want to rise and preach 
in church? o c * In short, Sic Paul does not want to permit the mischief 
and wantonness that one interferes with the office of another, but 
every one ch oulfl p ay atte ntio n to h5 r com mi r n5on a n c c ^ 3 3 and b© 
engaged thei 5n,, so that- lie may leave the or31 of the other unhindered 
and in pear© . < .From this wo see how wo 13 and di 15gentdy the sneaka 
(Schleicher. ) have 3 c oked i\ si.* I-cul 1 r woo dr * with which they suppose 
tksy might bring proofs for thoii right in c..13 churches, that is, to 
•ttack &13 Chr i f. f 5 ana of rll Chviatcndcvi. ic condemn and blaspheme 
Jbsm, end tc 12 tl . elv< and c make theme© Ives judges over the * 
Pipits of^ofiioi t. Tiier. c c:< o trail;, c: 2 led thieves and murder-ore* 
inteiiere with yho office of ethers, with miechiof end might; 

tet chat ? Hpc 4, 15; 1: Ict none of you suffer 


that 

rhuhv; 7, r; 
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as ail evildoer, or tc & busybody in oilier men's matterse n (latter 
to Eberliard von der Tannem Sic, Louis Edo, 20* 1675 f f« ) 

Luthe r: All Christiano hove power and command to preach and 
proclaim God's grace &nd virtue, etc», and to step before God, that 
one may pray for the other and off © 2 ^ himself to God; yet, as *St« 
Paul says,.- that everything b e d one in order , that not every one 
teach in' the c-on aye nail on ana administer tne Sa crams nt s. b ut only 
those who are called by the congregateon ; and to whom the office* is 
committed; the others should listen in silence 0 (Exposition of 
1 Pete 2, 5 t Sto Louie Edo, 2, 1175c )*& 

^•Further- testimonies may be consulted in Section III 6 




102 


VIII. Of the ccrx'ic"; Wo: i: of cc ^ngregat i or 


c 






The individual congregation is cutonqnoue end 1c the highest 
court or tribunal in the so •called visible Church of Christ<,* 


*This Id not a mere repetition of propositions 9 end 10 f but 
adds en item which is easily overlooked end at times miore* 
presented, particularly where a group polity or synodical 
polity is accepted as being in harmony with Scriptures 0 

Ac Proof from Scripture 0 



Matt o I8« 17 o 18c If he shall neglect to hear them* tell It 
unto the church : but if he neglect to hear the church, let him be 
unto thee as an he at lien man end a publican «> Verily I say unto you* 
Whatsoever- ye shall bind on earth shall be bound in heaven; and 
whatsoever ye shs.ll loose on earth shall be loosed in heaveno 

When the local church ( ekklesia ) has acted in e esse of church 
discipline; the last word has been spoken« A sister congregation 
or an individual Christian may make inquiries concerning the process 
and the findings., but there is no higher court that can set aside 
the verdict of the congregationo 


1 Cor ( 5 f 4„5o In the name of our Lord Jesus Christo when ye 
are gathered together, and my spirit, with the power of our - Lord* 
^esus Sn ri si. tooeTIver such an cno unto Satan Tor the destruction 
of' the flesIV that the spirit may be saved in the day of the ^ord 
Jesus Christ t 



2 Core 9 ;: 10c To _ whom ye f or give v nyt hlng • I forgive also : 
for- if I forgave anything. CcTwhorTT“Torgave T£7 Tor your- cakes 
forgave I it in the person of Christ 



th( 

& synod. _ 

of the case with the local congregation alone 

Statements from the Confessions of the Church* 

Smalcald Articles: In addition to thio? It is necessary to 
& elm owie age f hat w no to y a belon g not to the port on of one particular 
man* but to t he chuy i.~7 as many''most clear and firm arguments testify 
For Christ* spoalcing't'oncoming, the keys, Matt* 18. 19. adds: If two 
or three of you shell agree on earth; etc. (Of the Power end Primacy 
of the PopGc Ti i gl i . 511c.) 



JLvJC 


lx both pa i 
the okklcric. s: 


;ogo r. tlK) c oi' J rjr.l be 1 wo c:■ ce rl a; n indi\ iaus If and 

__ roll cl the reference to hot the r 11 indicate that 

the Toes 1 congregation is ref©]'rcc vo sc pccsoscing thia power, the 
highest power and authority in the so-called visible Churcbe 


Testimony of Prominent Toerhero of the Chur:h® 


Luther: Behold, thooo ere the keys of the kingdom of heaven^ 
and thetTTZ their office, that we nay have in the church an eternal 
retention and remission of cine■ not only at the time of Baptism* or 
once in life/ but without ceasing* to the end; retention for the im¬ 
penitent and unbelieving* reniscion for- the penitent and believing 
o o oAnd what is more , He cays in the came pa a cage (Licit*> 18. 19 0 90); 
’Again I say unto you. That if two of you shell agree on earth be 
touching anything that they shall ask, it shall be done for them of 
My Father which is in heaven* For where two or* three are gathered 
together- in My name, there am Z in the midst of them* * Here we 
hear that even two ay three, assembled in the re nr- of Christ, ha ve 

Peter ana aIT apcsl-loin F’br 
■v f ua xiu t.j.L .0 eayc John 14, 25® (Against 
the Papacy of Rome. Founded by the Devil*. Si * Louie Ed*,, 17, 1072 ff®) 


power concerning all Uilng il like 
the Lord himself is there*~ac He als 



Luthe r: If s bishop or an official wants to excommunicate 
sone one , ic-t hir go or send to the c ongregation and before t he 
pastor, where the person Is t o bo onoomnuni c ale el cna qo wnTT is 
F3.gift“according to these words of Christ® (Treatise of the Keys, 
of 1550* St. Louie Ed®, 19 ^ x 


qn , ) 


Luther s' TTith regard to these public sins it is true that the 
power’Ts with the congreg ation , or with the paste: instead of the 
congregation* to retain the cfnz of the sinner even without his 
consent, and* it should loose him if he (properly) desires it® 
(Uhethoi the Pope Have Power i o Command Au: icular Confession* St* 
Louis Ed®, 19, 842c) 

Kaltho: : 



*Although tho combination or association of so vcre2_congrega- 
tions, in one cHyh "none/ circuit., or r,malic: fiicir’IctT for tho 
purpose of c r-rying on clx r l table and mission endeavors, ie not 
commanded by Goo, such work ie nevertheless done in accordance with 
Biblical example end pattern® 

Proof from Dciipturc* 


Acts 11 27* 29® 50® And 5r, there days come prophets from 

^ruaiirw] u;v ..c Antioc?i * dror tir dicciplos, every man according 
his ability, detcimiu.-.d to ® nrt relief unto the brethren which 
?* e ^t ir j\Tdr * r rh5ch f ire th • /■ riv* n nt it to the elders 

Xne hcncJc of hyhjL rr,d 


hy 


* •., -1 


?h5 1 psssag shc/t.. tl/t cc . tac t;. v;cu c established end main- 
he tween \}x various c ongi^gutione* and that cio congregation 







iGJLt i.no responsibility for tlrs welfare cf 
of physical well-bcinan 


.noth;:, ^ 1;c in matters 


1 Core 16c j.-to r.ov ccrn corning the collection for the saints, 
ce I hove Given crier to the churches of Galatia, even sc* do ye« 

Upon the first day of the 170011 let every one of you lay him in store, 
ee God hath prospered him. that there be no get he rings when I come. 
And when Income., whomsoever ye shall approve , by y our, lattm*#*, them 
will I send to bring your liberality unto Jerusalem«> 

2 Cor c 8. 1 c 8 c.6< Moreover, brethren, we do you to wit of the 
grace of God best 07 ;cd. on the churches of Macedonia, ho 77 that in a 
great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their deep 
proverty abounded unto the riches of their liberality o. e Insomuch 
that ire desired Titus, that as he had begun, so he would also finish 
in you the same grace also* 

Home 16, 25-27* But not: I go unto Jerusalem to minister unto 
the saints® For it hath pleased them of Macedonia and Achaia to 
rncliG a certain contribution for the poor saints which. are at Jerusa¬ 
lem o If hath pleased them verily; and their aehixrLT they ere« 

Acts 20, 5tic And when tlio Jens laid trait for him (Paul), as 
I 10 17 as about to sail in Syria, he purposed to return through Mace- 
doniac And there accompanied him into Asia Sopater of Berea ; and 
the The sea Ionia 11 c.. Aristarchus and £c cunduc ; and Gaiuc. of Derbe, 
and TimotheuG : and of Asia, Ty chi cue and Trophimus <, 

These four pac-cagor belong together* The first was written 
about Easter in the year 57, at Ephesus, the second in the fall of 
the came year from, some point in Macedonia, probably Philippi* the 
third from Corinth during the first months of the year 53,. and the 
fourth passage, from the Bool: of Actr. Unix up r.ith the first, 

50 the men listed here were undoubtedly those i.ho wore elected 
fneir respective congregations to bring the collection which had 
been started by Paul, in order to help out the poor brethren in Ju« 
and specifically in Jerusalem*, There was no compulsion, tho 
admonition of Paul in 2 Cor * 0 c.nd 9 being render fully evangelical, 
but the congregations wore ready to cooperate in this greet chari¬ 
table endeavorc This is our encmrle and model for similar charitable 
endeavors in a given city or district to this day* A plan to raise 
jy for some T.orthy purpose may be submitted to all congregations, 
preferably by some one acknowledged cc 0 leader by ell, co that the 
work can be more efficiently carried cut< It would be a"matter of 
some difficulty to establish and maintain hospitals, orphanages, 
old people*s homes, convalescent homes, and similar institutions if 
cooperation of this kind is not practiced. 


However, such an organisation may not assume the rights of an 
individual local congregation, nor trespass upon"the rights 'of the 
oongregsi ions repre r j c ntof . 

This proposition prosontr c nature1 conclusion based upon the 
two preceding propositions. An organ!ration which war at first es- 
iiehed fo,• the sake of convergence; in coder to facilitate chari-’ 
is or mis 3 :* onary endeavor, und rtekor by a number of congregations 
in common, may easily rr sum . rigbir and prerogatives which have been 
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vested In the local* ce^: cgsti 
of the- Chr ictian c engrega if on 
agreement with the ideals end 


on clone The autenonou: character 
must bo observed ai a 13 timer... In 
the pattern cf Scripture.. 


DU Of the Combination of Congregations in the Form of Synods 

26 c 


A synod, an ecclesiastical body or federation* consisting of a 
number of congregations of the corn confer cion, or' anj similar per¬ 
manent organization, is not a church 1 * in the sense of Scriptures* 
but Is solely a human institution in which the individual congre- 
gations (and certain individuals ac asrocicier or advisory consti¬ 
tuents ) are members, for the purpose of performing in a more effed* 
live fashion such port!one of church work as cannot bo done by the" 

average’individual c ongr egation alone with the same measure of .~ 

effe ct lv ene s s_« “ 


IJote: The argument with regard to synodical organizations is 
essentially the cone as that pertaining to local and more or- less 
temporary organizations dirc-ussed in the previous sectione Acts 15 
is commonly quoted as a passage which offers a pattern of synodical 
organization, As a matter of fact the meeting there spoken of only 
remotely resembles a synod in the modern use cf tho term The 
meeting held upon that memorable occasion was one of tho congrega¬ 
tion at Jerusalem* under the leadership of three or four apostles 
and tho elders of the church* bofore whom appeared a number cf de¬ 
legate c of the congregation at Antioch in Syria* who asked for advice 
and scoistcnco in c mattor pertaining to the policy to bo pursued 
toward Gentile Christians* It was in no sense a representative 
meeting, ct which dclegates from the congregations of Judoa, Samaria* 
and Phoenicia might also have boon present c That the can gre gat ions 
of the Apostolic Ago remained in constant contact with one another 
can be amply shorn, but nor hero is there any evidence of a central 
or permanent organization* except as the apostles directed mission¬ 
ary and charitable endeavors rith the consent of the congregations * 
One could very well conceive cf a congregation that rould take care 
of ell its orn charitable work, provide for all its poor, widows, 
and orphans, make arrangements to have its own .pastor (or pastors) 
and others train young non for preaching and teaching positions in 
the church and nomen for such offices cc they may hold, send and 
maintain missionaries in heathen countries* and perform all other 
duties enumerated in proposition 15 above* However, since the duties 
of this nature are clearly presented in Holy Scriptures, and since 

are not in a position to perform these duties in 
acting alone, therefore the organize~ 
to offer c solution to the practical 
1 tho duty is enjoined by God, while 
in tho most effective way has been 
‘ana. The work of o synod, If 
oopexaiion of lovGc, ivith rogard 
l c c *r l v 1 i uc n t congro gc t i on c o 
r; :■ r only with reference to 


fashion if 
boon found 
Tho 


moat congregations 
the most effective 
tion of synods has 
problem involved«. The work c: 
the menixer of carrying it Gui¬ 
le ft to the wisdom oi th cnr. 
rightly organized, ropr< 
to slj the internal if fairs cj 
Qynod 5 c :\r.) ly an c ov la r r'„ be 
d.ir tri or:• whj cii const it ri <- 
°ffice-i-a, that synod is tr 
synod, c. : well r a tho officers of 


V ( 

* J 


:• i, m with regard to its own 

J* -I ~ J J 1 - . ,r-. ... _ S' £'■ A . - 


m.-.ni r.tiY \ j vc 
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body* The officers of 
,i lets* arc under the 





106 * 

jurisdiction of cyncu. ~ 2.11 keeping with ite rules and rcgulations. 
Tn$s democratic f or. c:. church csrganizction is r.iuch closer in har¬ 
mony with "the spirit, c;.. the Gosper then any hicrsi’clrv. who the 2 * 
this bo in the rigid form of the Hcmen Or the lie, the'Greek Catholic, 
ano. the AngJ.xean Church (the Meehodist Episcopal Church deriving 
its polity almost wholly iron the Church of England), or the some- 
That leas rigid f cm. of the consicierial and prcsbyter-iel forms of 
church government 0 It, would not be wrong. though perhaps net ad¬ 
visable* for the Lutheran Church in America to have bishops and 
other church officers of the_came type jure humane * but this ar¬ 
rangement could not be demanded and maintained jure divlno 0 

27 o 


.ablichea and maintained 


In c. _syncdi cal organization; _if estal 
in agreement with Scrip t ural pr inci ple a, cl pertaini ng to the univer¬ 
sal priest hood* the speci al gifts of the Sp irit whic h Christ" ha g"~" 
given to His Church and its individual members, can find their" 
application to good advantage in c general w&y» 

Pete: In the discussion of this and the following propositions. 


out a proper 
ual priesthood of all believers. 


A r Pro of f 1 cm S oripturc ° 

Ephc 4- 718c llo 12o B: 
according to the mec sure of 
Hhen lie ascondcd up on high. He tool: captivity captive, and gave 


Jut unto evory one of us is given grace 
if the gilxf’of unrTctc. wherefore lie saith* 



ing of'THo Docpf os uxl-ist . 

— : Tnuc pas sago taker from a paragraph which clearly shore the 

background of the general or invisible Churchc That this is naturally 
the foil of the visible Church, generally speaking, is evident from 
the fact that the invisible Church is present in the visible bodies 
bearing that name * for the authority of cal vis able bodies, espec¬ 
ially that of the ’ individual congregation, is derived from the pre¬ 
sence of the invisible Church, of the Church in the proper sense of 



gifts of the risen Lord to the u Church-at-largo<_ccch congregation 
then receiving the benefit of these gif we, according 00 the ordiK*- 
nances of Scripture. 

1 cor-c 12. 4-11. Hot. there are diversities of gifts, but the. 
same Spirit. And there are differences of administrations, but the 
same Lord. And there arc d5vorc3 tier os ope is t ion r. * bur it is the 
8 a me God v/hicli V/Opkctb all in tile Hut the manirectr tion of the 
Spirit is given to every men tc profit wxthulv for to one is given 
by the Spirit the void of \.ir::k. ; to another the voro of knowledge 
by the same Spirit; to mother ft lib by the came Spirit; to another 
bhe gifts of healing by the sum Spirit; to mother the working of 
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mire c let; to another prophecy: to mot he* discerning oi spirits; 
to mother divers kinds oi tonguc l ; to encthe: the. interpretation 
of tongues; but ell the to werketh the one end the cell seme Spirit, 
dividing to every man severally as Ilo w 111 <. 

Here wc have a general die cues ion of the various gifts of the 
Spirit, as they should find their application in the work, not only 
of the individual congregation* but of believers everywhere« 

Roriu 12* 4-8. For as rc have many members in one body, and all 
members have not the same office, so wc, being many, are one body 
in Christ, and every one members one of another* Having then gifts 
differing according to the grace that ic given to us* whether pro* 
phecy, let ur prophecy according to the proportion of faith; or 
ministry, let us wait on our ministering; or he that teacheth. on 
teaching; or he that exhortoth, on exhortation; he that giveth, let 
him do it nith simplicity; he that ruleth. with diligence; he that 
showeth mercy, nith cheerfulness * 

The entire paragraph from which these verses are taken is so 
general in scope that, although the words of the apostle may well 
be applied to the individual congregation and to special gifts of 
grace given to its members, in particular- its officers, the use of 
these gifts in the v> Chur ch-c t * largeis fully implied, for the ad* 
monition holds wherever Christians arc to be found. 

1 Pet. 4, 10c11c As every man hath received the gift, even 
so ministei tne same one wo another, as goer stewaras oi the rn&ni• 
i old gr ace oi Gbdi IT any hah speak, let him speak as the oracles 
of God; if eny man minister, let him do it as of the ability which 
God giveth. that Goa in oil things may be glorified through Jesus 
Christc 

Here again Scripture, without the background of any specific 
elation, speaks of the application of tho gifts ci grace in 

Peter addressed 
Chap. 1, 1* 


congregation, specks o; tnc app 

thG work of tho Larch even in wider circles, iust a 
his letter to the. believers of five Homan provinces 


Ephc 4, 5-6* Endeavoring to keep tho unity of tho spirit in 
the bond of peace» There ic one bocy, and one Spirit, even as ye 
are called in one hope of your calling* One Lord, one faith, one 
baptism, one God and Father of all, who ic above all*, end through 
all, and in you all* 

This text clearly demands tho expression of the existing unity 
of the spirit with respect to all believers who are really one in 
spirit, in confession and practise, with us. This demand is not 
satisfied by the observance of the spirit cf unity within the home 
congregation alone, but has rightly been epplied to bodies like 
synods c 


B. 


Statements from the Confessions of the Church* 


Smc lea Id A r t i c Ic c: 


Therefor 


the Chur-ah can never be better 
\.o rll j ire undo- one head, Christ, 


governed and preserved than if . _... _ _. _ 

and a ll the bishop?:, cqua.3 :*n oiTlcc \dTOnmgVf they be unequal Tn 
Gifts T7~be tfiTiftoniZy'",(6$ nci•T jT unity of docii ino, faith, Sacraments, 
prayer, and works oi To\L~~TvF~ . vTT Ti'iT’'romc'*vfritoc that the 
Priests c i A3 cxrndrif top: \j : t:/' in (.cm .on governed the churches, 
pf 9*6 a - ,CCj the. rpc*:: tics. an:.* c) \ or surds a 11 bishops throughout all 
onrietendom. until the Pcpc 2 sited hi a head above all* (Fart II* 

XV. Tri G l„. <73 f, )' 





Smai cr. Id Art 1 cO c s : Jerome adds: Bud the t af terwarhr one war 
chosen to he p If. egg ever- the rest. this was core, cr c re no ay tor 
& chi sin ; lest each one by attracting (o o aggregation hero a- there) 
to himself might rend the Church of Chrieto For c.t Alexandria, 
from I.I&rk the evangelist to the bishops Heracles; end Dionysius, the 
elders always elected one from among the me elver, and placed him in 
& higher station, whom they called bishop; v 1ust as an army would 
make a commander for itself* The deacons, moreover, may elect from 
among themselves one whom they know to be active, and name him arch- 
deacon* For with the exception of ordination, what dose the bishop 
that the elder- does not® Jerome, therefore, teaches that it is by 
human authority that the grades of bishop and elder or pastor are 
distincto (Of the Power- and Jurisdiction of Bishopso Tr-Igl*, 523*) 

Co Testimony of Prominent Teachers of the Church* 

Luther : Uhat a divine, wholesome thing it is to visit pastors 
ana Christian congreg at ions by sensible ana lit persons Doth the Old 
end the Lew Testament show us sufficiently* For we read that St* 
Peter traveled about in Judea, Acts 9, 32, and St* Paul with Barna¬ 
bas, Acts 15, 33, who once more passed through the cities where 
they had preached* And in all hie epistles St* Paul shows his care 
for all congregations and pastors, he writes letters, he sends his 
disciples, he runs himself* Just as the apostles, Acta 8, 14, when 
they heard limit Samaria had received the Lord, sent Peter and John 
to them* And in the Old Testament wo read that Samuel moved about, 
no?, being at- Hamah, now at Kobe, now at Gilgal. and sc forth, net 
because he delighted in traveling, but from love and responsibility 
of his office, and on account of the need and necessity of the peo« 
pie; as also Elijo and Elisha did, as we read in the books of the 
Kings * * * VJhich examples also the old fathers, the holy bishops, in 
early times observed with diligence<*.For from this work the bishops 
and archbishops originated, end in agreement with It each one was 
orbed go xTo visit e ithsr many or few* For a bishop really means an 
overseer or visitor, and an archbishop one who is ever these over¬ 
seer end visitors:: because each pastor is to visit, take care of, 
and oversee hie pari chi oners with regaid to doctrine and life; and 
the archbishop is to visit, take care of, and oversee such bishops 
with regard to their teaching..,who can tell how valuable and neces¬ 
sary such office ic in the Christian Church? One can note it by 
the damage which lias resulted since the time that the office was 
discontinued* For no doctrine and station has remained right and 
pure, but on the contrary terrible heretics and sects have arisen, 
es the institutes and monasteries arc, by which the Christian Church 
was wholly oppressed, faith was extinguished, love was changed to 
quarrel and were, the Gospel was placed in obscurity, and nothing 
but man 1 s doing, teaching, and dreams ruled instead of the Gospel* 
(Instructions of the Visitors to the Pastors, of 1523 and 1538* St* 
Louis Ed*. 10. 1G28 ff. ) 


Iluelremenn: It is of the greatest value and. in a manner of 

speaking, e moia3. necessity that, a: wo have boards of elders (pres¬ 
byters) in the individual congrogctionr for the maintenance of the 
oangregationc, thm else sync established composed of a number 

_ccn greg c iion!7 wi)otlie? tiley ’boTorgf to one or more provinces or 

chum, 2 ids. Ft- the me 5 ntcnr nre of such number, c cf individual churches 
in uii.'ty of cOiifoscion aiio ?.)j decency o! morals* (Quoted in 17a 1 ther* 
Hechtc Gestalt, 214*) 
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Althoug h a synod is a mere human institution, i die . • ction 
should b e nad e~^ >Q~tv?eon jauoE cynoalc I offices i: merely enable the 
body to function as an ackidn i s t r ati vo unit and such as p erta in to 
the special gifts which Christ lice given to Ills Church for the^edi¬ 
fication of the believers through the Word» 

Uote: Tills proposition io horo inserted by toy of transition 
from the diccuEsion of a synod cc an ecclesiastical organisation as 
such and of its officers and their call and position® In the Apos¬ 
tolic Church the responsibility of one congregation for another* 
particularly of the mother church at Jerusalem* vs z shorn end exer¬ 
cised when Peter and John were sent to Samaria as visitors, to con¬ 
vince themselves by direct contact that the Samaritan congregations 
were established in agreement rith the Lord f s provisions. Acts 8, 

14c 15c Tills was done without any assumption of authority, for the 
apostles did not encroach upon the rights of congregations, as vq 
have seen. Thus St* Paul also.- in the matter of the men who were to 
take care of the collection of the poor in Judea, did not simply 
appoint men in the various congregations concerned, but speaks of 
a brother who vac chosen cf the churches to travel with us with this 
grace, 2 Cor. 8, 18®19® Supervision and cooperation of the same 
kind vac exercised when Paul left Titus on the island of Crete, to 
set in order the things that were ranting and to ordain elders in 
every city. Titus 1, 5, or rhen he sent Oreseen: to Galatia, Titus 
to Dalmatia, end Tychi cue to Ephesus, 2 Tim. 4, 10®12® Such func¬ 
tions of brotherly supervision, based on mutual agreement, rhich 
rere discharged by the'apostles in the early Church as a part of 
their office, are non exercised by the congregations in and through 
the synodical organisation® The words of Luther apply here: n This 
testimony (namely cf the Gospel) is thus appointed by Christ Him- 
elf, that it should alnsyr go and remain in the Churchi for for that 
purpose lie liar coni the Ilcly Ghost, and Himself called and gave the 
apostles and their successors, pastors, preachers, and to a chore, as 


Paul coys Epht 4, 11® 12,18, vlic should teach it diligently, so 
that it may sound forth everywhere and always in the world, reaching 
also to children’s children and descendants; otherwise vro should 
not need the pulpit and the entire external government of the Church, 
for every one could read it for himself in the Scripture,” (Sermon 
he Sunday after Easter® St® Louie Ed®, 12, 555®) 


11 ®.l 


he Sunday after Easter® 


555 ®) 


The priestly rights of the Christians, in agreement with the_ 
General Commie Sion, are exercised also in the office or- work of 
missionaries at home and in foreign countries® 

Proof from Scripture. 

Matt. 28, 19® 20. Go yc therefore, and teach all nations, bap¬ 
tising thorn in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and' oT’the 
Holy Ghost, teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you. 

Mark 10, 15® And Ho said unto thorn. Go yo into a13 fho world, 
preach the Gcspoj to oven y overture «. 

} iot® 2, 9* Yc arc i chosen gene re tion, a royi 1 priesthood, 
oj.y nation, a pcculiai puc-plo- that to should chow fcc:*th tlio 









praises of Him who hath called yoo out of darkness into His marve¬ 
lous lighted 


Comp arc tho 
Commission 5 


full dir cue cion c; 
n proposition 8 above 


the Great- 


Acts 13, 1-3 e Hot? there tie re in tho church that wee at An¬ 
tioch certain prophets and teachers. * .As they ministered to the Lord, 
and fasted, the Holy Ghost said.. Separate He Barnabas and Saul for 
the work whereunto I have called I ho no Anu’vheh they load f acre d 
end prayed, and laid their hands on them, they sent them sway* 

To the Great Commission and the special call which Saul or Paul 
had received (Acte.9; 15: 26, 17.18). to become a missionary to the 
Gentiles, was hero added the commission of the congregation at An¬ 
tioch. the members of which thus acknowledged their responsibility 
with regard to the mission duty* This duty was evidently felt also 
by other congregations at a later date, for Paul commends the con¬ 
gregation of Philippi for contributing to hie support, Philo 4,16.18* 
as he continued his missionary labors in other parts of Macedonia, 
as well as when he was a prisoner in Rome. It is for this reason 
that the Church has adopted the custom of commissioning missionaries, 
since this public act ic the Church’s declaration of the fitness of 
the respective persons for the teaching of the Rord end an acknow¬ 
ledgment of tho responsibility which should be borne by the congre¬ 
gation or congregations interested in tho particular mission work. 

It is, therefore, perfectly right and proper- that Christians in 
established congregations look upon the missionaries in both home 
and foreign missions as their representatives* 

vrpor the discuss ion under B and C, see propositions 8 and 15 c 

SO. 


Officer connected w ith t he priesthood of the believers include 
also those which prepare y rsoj foi the regular teaching mini stry 
of the. Church] c.c well ac those in which the gift or tale nt of ao- 
ministrative on executive ability needed f oq the proper correlation 
o;. cooperative work finds its app li cat ion« 

Ao Proof from Scripture. 

2 Tim. 2. 2c Tho things that thou hast heard of me among many 
witnesses, the came commit thou to faithful men , who shall be able 
to teach others also* 

The direction here given by tho apostle does not create a 
hierarchicha1 teaching profession in the Church, but it certainly 
takes account of the ministry as a profession, as an office whose 
qualifications are fixed in the herd of God and whose functions are 
established in a very definite manner, as was shown in propositions 
14 end I5 C . These Biblical directions include conditions which place 
the responsibility for the training and sending of pastors and mis¬ 
sionaries on all the congregations that hold the seme confession of 
faith* Whether the actual training ci? the men (and women) concerned 
is in the hands of one congregation or of many (organized as a synod) 
the responsibility ic not merely that of the Great commission. That 
the responsibility concerns all the congregations ic evident both 
from the fact that Gcd has instituted the ministry cs en office in 
the church and that tho unity of the spirit demands mutual supervl- 
siom Even if one should receive hi a training far the ministerial 
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office in private end reach a siege of knowledge which would permit 
him to qualify for the office, other ccngragetions have the right in 
some ray, usually through a committee of synod, to receive assurance 
as to the fitness of the candidate< 

Lorn. 12., Sc He that ruletli , with diligence c 

1 Gor-o 12; 28c God hath set come in the church c ♦ . governments c 

1 Cop* 1<L, 35o40« God ic net the author of confusion* but of 
peaceocoLet all things be done decentl^r and in ordero 

That the deacons or elders cl the Christian congregation hold 
an office subsidiary to that of the preaching ministry, but an aux¬ 
iliary office, at that, is clear from various passages of the Hex? 
Testament c See propositions 18-20. Such offices are not absolutely 
essential., but they serve the preaching of the Gospel in the individ¬ 
ual congregation* they belong to the gifts of government in the con¬ 
gregation If cooperative work is to be done* and if this cannot 
properly be correlated without such direction in the hands of men 
gifted with the chartem of government- then the texts quoted above 
rightly find their application here. 

Be Statements from the Confessions of the Churehc 


Smaleala Artielen: Thet 


et chapters and cloisters (colleges of 
lings), which re re formerly founded tv it 


canons end comumcti'c duellings), rhich rere formerly founded with 
tiae good intention (of our forefathers) to educate learned men and 
chaste (and modest) roman, ought again bo turned to such use, in 
order that pastors, preachers, and other ministers of the churches 
may be had*" end XT5ewa.se olher necessary persons'.. . (Art« IlTT^TFIgl 
4717)- 


La rge Cc t e chi sm: If wo wi 

both l or- civil and ecclesiastic: w _ . .. 

gence, time, o: cost in t eaching and educating c 
Commandment. Tr ig», 622.) 


h to have excellent and apt persons 
i government, we must spare no dill- 


children. c.(Fourth 


Co Testimony of Freminent I 


chore 


of the Chureh• 


Luther: Such promising children should be instructed, especially 

the children of the poor; for this purpose the revenues of endowments 
and monasteries were provided. But also tlie boys that are leas pro¬ 
mising should learn at least to understand, read, end write Ietin* 

For wo need not only learned doctors and masters in the Scriptures, 
but also ordinary pastors, who may teach the Gospel and the Catechism 
to the young and ignorant, baptise, administer the Lord’s Supper, 
etc. If they are not capable of contending with heretics, it does 
not matter. For in a good building, wo need both large and small 
timber; and in like manner we must have sextons and others to aid 
the minister and further the Word of God..„I should like to know 
where in three years wc are to get pastors, teachers, and sextons? 

If we remain idle, and if the princes in particular do not see to 
if that both preparatory schools and universities arc properly 
maintained, tnerc wiI3 bo ouch l want of educated per Gone that 
three or four cities will fr vc tc be er signed to one pastor, and 
ten villages to one chaplain. If perchance the ministers can be 
found at a13♦«*(Sermon on the Duty of Sending Children to School. 

Jzi it inter, Luthe? on Educ: l ien, 235. 238. ) 
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Luther : Thu £5 I als o often, ac 

have TEronn the lee ye at the feet of 
office committed to me upon Ilim. foe- 
out differently from what I had pr-ex¬ 
position of Gene 27; 14* Stc Louie 


it is said in the German proverb, 
the Lord, that is, I placed the 
which re a a on many a thing turned 
icucly planned or thought* (Ex- 

Ed., 2, 278 fc)v 


■i'-It should be noted here that Luther time and again finds con¬ 
solation and strength in tho fact that he was called to his 
office as professor at the university by the constituted 
authorities and that his position was therefore a divine 
office, auxiliary to that cf the ministry itself® 


The celebration of the Lord 1 a Supper, as the Sacrament urn con« 
fIririationls* is clearly a function of the local congregation, for 
TOeYvord or God limits its administration by stating conditions which 
are under the control of tho congregation and its ministry® The 
Eucharist is, furthermore, a meal of the most intimate fellowship 
of the Christinas who partake of it, not only with Christ, but also 
with one another* likewise a testimony and a confession of the death 
of Christ on the part of those whose Christian conviction and con¬ 
fession has been examined in the name of the congregation® These 
attributes are closely connected with the special exercise of the 
Office of the Leys in the name of all, end hence should be under the 
direction cf the local Christian congregation® The comrnunion ser¬ 
vice of any gathering cf Christians not forming a local congregation, 
or meetings as accredited guests of such a congregation (home, cir¬ 
cuit meetings, conferences, synods), should take place in the midst 
of a Christian congregation, constituted and functioning in agree¬ 
ment with the 'lord of God® 


A 


Proof f r on Sor ip ture ® 


For we being many are one bread, and one 

Ye cannot drink 


1 Cor * 10. 17 <21 ___ 

body, for wc are all partakers of that one bread® 


ITie' cup of ^,he Lord, and the cup of devils: ye cannot b© partakers 
of the Lord s table, and of the table of devilso 


bread, and drink 
therefore who< 


1 Cor® 11, 26-52. For as often as yo eat thi 
this cup. ye do show the Lord's death till Ho come _ - 

soever shall cat this bread and drink this cup of the Lord unworthily, 
sheli be guilty cf the body and blood cf the Lora® But let a man 
examine himself, and so let him eat of .that bread, and drink of that 
cup! For he thet eateth and drinlceth unworthily, eateth and drinketh 
damnation to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body* For this 
cause many are weak and sickly among you, and many sleep* For if 
we would judge ourselves, we should not be judges - But when we are 
judged, we are chastened of the Lord, that wo should not be condem¬ 
ned with the world.® 

All the conditions attached to tho Eucharist, that of self- 
examination before partaking of the Lord's table, that of worthy 
eating and drinking, that of scIf^judgement, all point in the same 
direction, which is tiro emphasised by tho practise of the early 
Christians in theii house congregations, their "breaking of bread 
from house to house.” namedy that tho S' cramont was never celebrated 
in a mere ooc. clonal mooting of believers, but always in the definite, 
restricted circle of the individual congregation, whore both its 
public character as a celebration of the congregation, and its 
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private character, as intended for Christ!: 
only, could be observed* The cur ter: of ha* 
the Holy Communion register or announce vi- 
vance, is net an empty ceremony, but is is¬ 
olation of the nature of the sacred ncaL v 


■^Exceptions to this rule may be permitted only in the case of 


congregation, whose pastor woula then act as the “Be relit vat er 
of the confercnc-c e 

Be Statements from the Confessions of the Churelm 

Apology: For among uc masses are celebrated every Lord's Day 
and on the other festivals, in which the Sacrament is offered to 
those who wish to use it, after they have been examined and absolved t 
(Art* XXIV. Trig?, c-. 385 fT) 

Apologv: Uith -us there iE a more frequent and more conscien¬ 
tious usec For the people use it. but after having first been in¬ 
s tructed and examined* For men are taugiil concerning the true use 
of the Score mo nt thr : U""i t was instituted for the purpose of being a 
seal and testimony of the free remission of sins* and that, accord¬ 
ingly, it ought to admonish alarmed conecienceo tc bo truly confi¬ 
dent . c c (Art o XXIV. Trigl * , <L01, ) 

Cc Testimony of Prominent Teachers of the Church* 

Luther: It mould bo much safer and more salutary that every 
houseiathsr at home in hir house read the Coops?* And since the 
common consent and usage of the thole torId permits the laymen to 
baptize, it would be my advice that, if children tore born, the 
housefathers the mm elver baptize them and thus, according to the 
doctrine cf Cirricl« govern themselves and these mho belong to them, 
even though they during their thole lifetime should not receive the 
Sacrament" c! the Altar* For the Sacrament of the Altar may be 
omitted without endangering eaivalTcnT but the 'troops 1' aha'Holy Bap- 
Fish: are alone suluFcientT' since ‘only “'faith tor he piety and Icve 
clone lives properly* * oT'hus also this house! a then, of whom I speak* * f 
if ho should sigh and have a desire for the Sacrament of the Altar, 
which he neither dared nor might receive 5 that ho still teach those 
who belong to him at homo, and instruct them by the V/ord of God, 
until God from heaven have mercy and either loosen the captivity 
or otherwise send c minister, who should be fit for this work. (Eow 
IbLnic ter g Should Be Chosenc Lt* Louis Ed.. 10, 1557 f.) 

Luther: Casper Huber her written me for advice whether one 
mighi“not (’since the desire is so great on account of the long de¬ 
lay) give and receive the Sacrament in the houses, because one can¬ 
not get it publicly* Truly. 1 fear..othrt an unsatisfactory condi¬ 
tion' may result, which v;o do not sec no;., and. because .necessity does 
not demand that vo underta!:•:* ili5 t.- nois there any cdmpuXsion*Xd 
”estab 1 iHT’Tuc iT~ cl~ i\c r fz'vC to ’*co"Leh',:■ an< Ye a:- conscience might after— 
wards be r fide tod and ndn cevrof fu.l on account of cuch procedure 0 * 0 
But t should like, if thir ir possible.- if thcro^ic^^city^or^a_ 
villa go in t l: : ;igh borhoc 3 where b Sacri n r ministered, 

pwi you ro cVfvc "it tno :v.r ’ (if. it 1 : ih liana’ i;oiicld in /:ugc burgV ' 

Louis i.UtB *1 tb Tubs. )v 

* Soc. c 1 r o pr opes it i one 8 r nd 2 5. 
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A synod may suspend a nd exclude frej ; ,: odleo] mom bershipj bui_ 
it d dea not possess TOe power of :: ' sTtlon] th; right to ex- 

elude a parser, or* pore one from tEB Holy DbHinunlon and from the exer* 
else of the power oi the keys* A synod Is mbrcXyj : 
local congregation is cc-hcorned; " eh advisory hedy c 


far- ec the 


Ac Proof from Scripture 








Koto: be arrive at the statement here given by a process of 
elimination c For since, ec eh cun in propositions 15 and 25, the 
local Christian congregation is autonomous and the highest court in 
the so called visible Church (cp. Uatt* 18, 17 0 18; 1 Coro 5, 2 , 15; 
Titus 5, 3.0o 11; John 20, 21-25). it fellows that no other organisa¬ 
tion or body may usurp this power and presume to excommunicate a 
person. Although every Christian hoc the right and the duty to de¬ 
clare the sinfulness of an action and to state that the wilful and 
persistent sinner excludes himself from the grace of God. and al¬ 
though an occasional assembly of Christians (at a social gathering, 
in a church society, at a circuit meeting, conference, or synod) 
may make the came declarations, it is clear, from the V/ord of God, 
that the formal excommunication, the declaration that 


a person is 
the hand s of 
synod may' 


to be regarded as a heathen man and a publican, is in 
the local Christian congregation, and there alone, A 
suspend and exclude from synodical membership: it may even initiate 
proceedings which m:y culminate in an excommunicat!on according to 
Llatthev 18, but this verdict cr declaration itself is a function of 


the 

Be 


local Christian congregation*) 
Statements from the Confessions of ths 


SmsleaId Articles: 


In edditioi; to thi 



the Pouer and Primacy of the Pope 


Tnct the Confession has the individual congregation in min 
and not the Church-at -large, is evident from the reference to If 
13, 19, as vcs alec shorn in connection vith the discussion in 

__i j —_ r 


Church, 

it is necessary to 

of one particular 
testify 
If 

pants 

for 

of calling* (Of 

11* ) 

1 congregation in mind, 

.latt 


Section 2V* 


Sms lea la Articles: Ilore belong the statements of Christ which 


a nd Juried :• ct ion of Bishope * 

^ngregation, as a unit, 
girt presume upon the 


OiiUr eh t 

Luther: How rh-13 one do thee, 3f the lay- arc to be rightly 
usee. ~ tIF”it Ik sure be.* cv. God.V T ie? v you have a certain text in 
h-'tt, 18 . 15 , vhoic Chrir'i Ilim self h. r ret forth the office of the 


t c c 

sr ta in p c r s one, 

Me 11 *. 2 
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keys that you cannot go wrong, If you folio;? that: hut if you -do 
not foliow, rather choocing your cm no: \::y. then lmo. clso that 
you are in error and. dc not have the rigid l:c y a c > c If a hi chop or 
a n official wants t o e r.c-omnun 1 cr1 r oa:: on:-. let him re or cond to 
the congregation and before the pc ator whore the per-con is to he 
ex.communtested, and let him do what is right, according to these 
words of Christ c (Treatise of the Keys* St* Louis Edc, 19, 949:C«,) 

Hosshuslus: The final and highest church punishment, the ex- 
communication from the Church, is in the lianas of the congregation, 
as Christ testifies: If ho neglect to hear- the church, lot him be 
unto thee ec an hoc then man and a publican*. „A small church assembly 
of ten or twenty persons which rightly knor; Christ, has as much 
power in the kingdom of Christ as a congregation of many thousand 
people* (Quoted in UsIther* Kirche und Amt , 337. )* 

*»-'Cp D Luther's entire Treatise- on the Keys, of 1550, many sec¬ 
tions of which are most pertinent here, although practically 
untranslatable * Cp* also L„u*W, 1909, 1 ff* See Luther, 

Vole 19o 


A congregation that is a member of synod is bound by the law 
)ve to bear its sliare of the common burden, unless there are 


of love 

valid reasons for not participating in some particular project* 
Such work is the establishment and maintenance of institutions for 
the training of church workers, the work of home and foreign 
missions, the propagation of the Word of God and of good Christian 
books and other literature *. 


Notei The proof for- this pari 
contained in proposition 13. which 
herec Cut we have additional Bible 
in this connection, which set forth 


cf our discussion if practically 
should by all means be consulted 
texts which ought to be studied 
the t a congregation, while it 


is autonomous and may accent 


liberty, yet is bound, by the law 


of love and the re cc 
respect there is rea 
is not a member of s 
membership* But the 
expected by the Lord 
obligation to take- t 


•a city cf observing Christian unityc In this 
lly nc difference between a congregation which 
yned and ore which has been received into 
latter-, having acknowledged the association 
of God, may to considered as being under 
he lead in fulfilling its duties* 


Gal* 5, 13< For, brethren, yc have been called unto liberty ; 
only us e not liberty for cn occasion tc the flesh , but by love serve 
one another* 


man 


Fnil«. 2, 4* Lock not every man 
also on the things of othe r r * 


on his 


own things, 


but every 


2 Tim* 2 1 2* The things 
many w i tne s s: a, the c a me comm:" 
able to teach others alee c 


that thou hast heard of 
t thou to faithful men, 


me among 
who shall be 


Acts 11, 21 * 22 , 2 : * And the Lend cf the Lord was with them; 
end b groat number believed, end turner unto the Lord.*. Then tidings 
of these things came unto the or: s of the chur ch which was in Jeru¬ 
salem) and thc;\ : eni fc>: i • Bern* th x lie should go ac far as 

Antioch * 
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Ror.u 1(3, 25-27. Bui, nor; 2 go unto Jerusalem to minister unto 
oho sainr-Gf Pop it hath pleased them of ifrcedonic end Achaia to 
nake fl certain contribution for- the poor saints which are at Jeru¬ 
salem*. It hath pleased them verily; and their debtors they are® 

For if the Gentiles have been made"partakers' of"'their spiritual 
things, their duty is also to minister unto them in carnal things . 

2 Oor-o 6, 18 . 12 r And we have sent with him the brother* whose 
praise is in the Gospel throughout ell the churches; and not that 
only, but who was also chos en of the churches to travel with us with 
this gra ce~ which ’"is aamrnistored by ue to the glory of the same 
Lord c 


2 Coro 9, 1*2*. For as touching the ministering to the saints, 
it is superfluous for me to write to you: for 1 IrnowThe forwardnes, 
of your mind* for which I boast of you to them of Macedonia* that 
Achaia was ready a year ago: and your seal hath provoked very nany 0 

1 ThesSo 5, 27, I charge you by the Lord that this epistle be 

read unto all the holy brethraii . ~“ 

Coin 4, 16 1 And when this epistle is read among you, cause 
that It be read also in the church of the Lacd lcesne ; and that ye 
likewice re i. 6 i he epistle - from La oaieef * 

2 Cor-* 11, 6. I robbed other churches, taking wc ^ es of +j*}£:t 
to do you service* 


the bond of peace* There is one ooay, ana one spirit, oven as ye 
are~cin:iel''Ih'cne hope of your celling* One Lord, ^ one fait h cno 
Baptism, one God and Father of all, who is above ai-1, .id i. .irough 
allj and in you all*. 

1 Cor. 12, 7c But the manifestation of the Spirit is: given to 
every man to profit withal. _ 

Those passages sbunaantly bear cut the various po.;it:> o oar 


^-nese passages sbunaantly bear cut the various po.;it:* of our 
proposition, in most instances the rclsti.cn, not only oj. -laividual 
Christians, but of c on gr c ga t - on c to one another being br^ ijho ^out 
very clearly. In the work cf the inn.ividua3. congregation and the 
"Church at large’ 1 it is true, ec it is of individual Christians, 
that ’'now’ abidetli faith* hope, love, those tnree; out tin greatest 
of these is love. 11 
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